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Preface 


The  publication  of  this  Album  was  authorized  by  the  congregation 
at  the  annual  meeting  January  ij^  192S,  in  order  to  commemorate  the 
Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  of  its  organization  on  December  i,  1850. 
A  Jubilee  Committee  was  elected  consisting  of  the  Board  of  Adminis- 
tration and  the  presidents  of  all  organizations.  This  committee  had 
charge  of  all  arrangements  and  elected  all  subcommittees.  The  follow- 
ing were  elected  as  a  committee  for  the  publication  of  the  Album:  Rev. 
C.  O.  Morland,  chairman.  Miss  Hanna  JVahlberg^  secretary,  Dr.  Adolf 
Hult,  Mr.  J.  A.  Godehn  and  Mr.  August  Brissman.  The  chairman 
was  selected  as  editor. 

Program  Committee:  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland,  Mr.  Martin  J.  Ander- 
son, Mr.  S.  H.  Forsberg^  Miss  Gertrude  Johnson  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Erickson. 

Music  Committee :  The  Church  Music  Committee. 

Ticket  Committee :  Mrs.  S.  H.  Forsberg,  Mr.  Martin  J.  Anderson, 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Carlson  and  Miss  Jennie  Astrom. 

Committee  on  Decorations :  Mr.  E.  L.  Nordgren. 

Committee  on  Confirmand  Reunion:  The  Misses  Edna  Swanson, 
Selma  Peterson,  Gertrude  Johnson,  Ansie  Anderson,  Evalina  Anderson 
and  Anna  Johnson. 

The  history  written  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Jlemborg  for  the  ''Jubel  Album" 
in  igoo  is  here  given  in  English  dress.  Mr.  August  Brissman  has 
compiled  statistics  from  i860  to  the  present  day  from  the  printed 
minutes  of  the  Augustana  Synod. 

W e  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  members  of  the  committee  and  several 
others  for  valuable  help  and  suggestions. 

'An  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day:  and  in  thy  righteousness 
shall  they  be  exalted."  Psalm  8g.  16. 

Moline,  Illinois,  December  i,  ig2S. 
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''Grace  he  unto  you,  and  peace,  from  Mm,  which  is, 
and  which  was,  and  lohich  is  to  come;  and  from  the 
seven  Spirits  which  are  hefore  his  throne; 

And  from  Jesus  Christ,  tvho  is  the  faithful  witness, 
and  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead,  and  the  prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  oivn  dlood, 

And  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
his  Father;  to  him  he  glory  and  dominion  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 

Revelation  1.  4-6. 


History  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Moline 


HE  first  Swedes  arrived  in  these  regions  in  the  year  1849 
and  settled  in  Rock  Island.  As  Moline  was  favored  with 
splendid  water  power  by  the  branch  of  the  Mississippi 
flowing  south  of  the  Government  island,  flour  mills  and 
minor  factories  commenced  to  be  erected  here.  This  gave  the  Swedish 
immigrants  an  opportunity  to  obtain  work,  and  soon  Moline  became 
a  small  settlement  of  industrious  Swedes.  And  to  this  day  the  greater 
portion  of  the  citizens  of  Moline  are  Swedish  people,  who  work  in  the 
great  factories. 

The  immigrants,  who  in  1849  and  1850  passed  westward  from  Chi- 
cago, located  in  Andover,  where  Rev.  L.  P.  Esbjorn,  in  the  spring  of 
1850,  had  founded  a  congregation  of  Swedish  Lutherans.  With  the 
Andover  congregation,  the  first  settlers  in  the  three  cities  by  the  Missis- 
sippi were  in  communion.  Evidently  they  could  no  longer  belong  to 
the  Andover  church,  and  it  was  found  expedient  to  organize  a  church 
in  Moline  in  the  fall  of  1850.  For  this  purpose  a  meeting  was  called 
the  first  of  December  1850.  The  meeting  took  place  and  the  minutes 
read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  i.  That  we,  for  our  own  spiritual  welfare,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  the  true  evangelical  doctrine,  and  for  the  increase  of  God's 
Kingdom  among  our  people  and  our  descendants,  unite  and  organize 
ourselves  into  an  evangelical  church  in  Moline,  Rock  Island  County,  111. 

Resolved,  2.  That  only  those  who  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  a 
true  change  of  heart,  endeavor  to  live  according  to  the  Word  of  God 
and  desire  to  become  members  of  this  congregation,  may  be  accepted 
as  members. 
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Resolved,  3.  That  we  accept  the  principle,  that  the  books  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  are  the  inspired  Word  of  God;  that  this 
word  has  the  highest  authority  and  contains  a  sufficient  and  infallible 
rule  for  man's  faith  and  conduct,  so  that  what  is  not  therein  contained 
and  can  not  be  proven  by  it,  is  not  required  for  faith  or  to  be  done  for 
salvation ;  and  that  the  holy  Scriptures  are  the  only  rule  whereby  dissen- 
sions and  opinions  in  spiritual  matters  may  be  tested  and  settled;  that 
no  tradition  or  custom  be  accepted  or  supported  which  is  contrary  to 
the  Scriptures ;  that  Symbols,  the  decisions  of  meetings  and  the  ideas  of 
men  be  supported  only  in  so  far  as  they  are  in  accordance  with  the 
Word  of  God,  and  finally  that  the  symbolical  books  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  contain  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  Word  of  God,  wherefore 
we  declare  and  accept  them  as  foundation  for  our  faith  and  doctrine 
next  to  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

The  names  of  those  who  subscribed  to  these  articles  have  been  lost, 
but  they  were  probably  members  of  the  Andover  church.  This  can  be 
ascertained  from  the  fact  that  Rev.  L.  P.  Esbjorn  had  written  the  fol- 
lowing on  a  slip  of  paper :  Removed  to  the  Lutheran  congregation  in 
Moline:  Carl  Johansson,  wife  Maja  Stina  Andersdotter ;  Olaus  Bengts- 
son,  wife  (  ?)  ;  Carl  Fetter  Johansson,  wife  Caroline  Persdotter;  Swen 
Johan  Jonsson,  wife  Johanna  Sofia  Goransdotter ;  Per  Viklund,  wife; 
Daniel  Nelson,  wife,  daughter  Cajsa  Lena  (?)  ;  Gustaf  Jansson,  wife; 
Abraham  Anderson;  Daniel  Fr.  Fredin  (?);  N.  P.  Peterson,  wife; 
G.  Ad.  Erikson;  Gustaf  Anderson;  Peter  Berg,  wife,  son  Nils;  Swen 
Olson;  Lars  Larson,  wife  Maja  Lena;  Kama  Persdotter;  Carl  Nord- 
gren;  Per  Anderson,  wife;  Erik  Norelius ;  Erik  Viklund;  Jonas  Vest- 
berg,  wife  Lisa  Greta  Samuelsdotter ;  Per  Soderstrom ;  Bronstrom's  wife 
Christina;  Per  Vicklund ;  Olaf  Hendrickson,  wife  Greta;  Swen  Jacob- 
son;  Theodor  Manke ;  Nils  Johan  Rundquist ;  Gustaf  Linder ;  Maria 
Sofia  Persdotter  (?)  Fru  Osterberg;  Anders  Boberg  (?);  Fredina 
Isaksdotter;  Johanna  Nord ;  Per  Larson.  Some  of  the  names  are  fol- 
lowed by  the  interrogative  mark,  which  indicated  that  it  is  uncertain 
whether  they  moved  to  Moline.  No  special  record  of  members  was  kept 
before  the  time  of  Rev.  Andren.  Rev.  Esbjorn  had  noted  down  the 
names  on  slips  of  paper  for  the  years  1853  and  1854,  and  as  these  slips 
were  so  old  and  written  by  Esbjorn  himself  we  shall  bring  them  in  here. 
Communicants  of  Moline  April  14,  1853:  Erikson,  and  wife;  Anders 
Larson,  wife ;  Maria  Fransdotter ;  Jonas  Jonsson ;  Augusta  Abrahamina 
Lindberg;  Erik  Jonson  and  wife;  Lovisa  Pettersdotter ;  Jonas  Peter 
Hanson,  wife;  Albertina  Jonsdotter;  Widow  Anna  Stina  Nelsdotter ; 
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Anna  Stina  Petersdotter ;  Maja  Lisa  Petersdotter ;  Johanna  Kristoffers- 
dotter;  Lars  Magnus  Johanson ;  Swen  Anderson,  w. ;  Bothilda  Bengts- 
dotter ;  Carl  Magnus  Nelson ;  Swen  Jacobson ;  Johan  Nyman. 

Communicants  of  Moline  February  12,  1854:  Carl  Gustaf  Gustaf- 
son  and  wife;  Frans  Nelson,  w.  Carolina  Larsdotter;  Hans  Chr.  Kil- 
berg,  w.  Anna  Bengtsdotter ;  Jacob  Peterson,  w.  Maria  Vikstrom ;  Olof 
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Anderson;  Lars  Olson,  w.  Sara  Pettersdotter ;  Anders  Johanson;  Johan 
Hoffman,  w. ;  Carl  Olofson ;  Johan  Peterson ;  Johan  Beckman,  w. ;  Nils 
Person ;  Bothilda  Bengtsdotter ;  Petter  Mansson,  w. ;  Samuel  Peterson, 
w. ;  Lisa  Jonsdotter ;  Nils  Peter  Johnsson,  w. ;  Per  Larson ;  Gust  A, 
Erikson,  w. ;  Olof  P.  Peterson ;  Jonas  Erikson ;  Peter  Anderson,  w. ;  Per 
Bodelson;  Carin  Soderberg.  These  three  slips  of  paper  constitute  the 
first  Church  Records  of  the  Moline  church.  A  few  baptisms  were  also 
noted  down  on  the  same  paper. 
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The  following  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi conference  in  Moline  is  a  much-prized  document  from  the  early 
times  of  the  Synod  and  is  given  complete. 

"Meeting  of  the  Mississippi  conference  in  Moline  January  6,  7,  8,  9, 
1853.  Present  at  the  meeting:  Pastors  Esbjorn,  Hasselquist,  and  Valen- 
tine; delegates:  Samuel  Jonson  from  Andover,  Johannes  Jonson  from 
Knoxville,  and  Carl  Lindman  from  Moline,  Resolved:  i.  That  in 
view  of  the  great  need  of  teachers  among  us,  the  churches  are  requested 
in  public  and  private  to  pray  to  God  that  He  send  us  spiritual  men,  who 
shall  preach  the  gospel  to  our  countrymen.  2.  That  we  humbly  peti- 
tion the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Northern  Illinois  that  it  take 
necessary  steps  to  commission  traveling  preachers  among  our  people  un- 
der their  supervision.  3.  That  the  congregations  be  requested  to  organ- 
ize Sunday  Schools,  singing  schools,  and  Bible  classes.  4.  That  teachers 
zealously  instruct  the  young  in  catechism,  especially  confirmation  in- 
struction using  Luther's  smaller  catechism,  also  Spener's  is  recom- 
mended. 5.  That  our  ministers  at  the  Sunday  morning  service  use  the 
Swedish  ritual  or  liturgy.  6.  That  our  ministers  give  certificates  to  the 
parents  of  children  baptized.  7.  That  the  names  of  members  be  reg- 
istered before  taking  communion.  8.  That  the  conference  exhort  our 
people  to  practise  home  devotion  and  to  come  together  for  mutual  edifi- 
cation on  Sunday,  even  when  there  is  no  minister  present,  and  not  have 
recourse  to  other  denominations.  9.  That  our  pastors  earnestly  and  in 
their  sermons  exhort  to  temperance.  10.  That  they  read  the  Litany  a 
few  times  a  year. 

Rev.  Esbjorn  was  the  first  Lutheran  pastor  here,  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  take  charge  of  those  who  had  moved  to  the  three  cities  from  Andover. 
During  a  period  of  five  years  he  traveled  between  Andover  and  these 
regions,  enduring  great  difficulties  from  the  lack  of  roads.  Not  only 
did  he  send  his  bread  over  the  waters,  but  oftentimes  were  both  minister 
and  bread  thoroughly  soaked,  when  in  times  of  sickness  and  spiritual 
famine  he  set  out  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  his  flock.  In  our  days, 
the  difficulties  of  those  early  times  can  neither  be  described  or  compre- 
hended. Only  those  who  shared  the  many  troubles  of  the  early  settlers 
on  the  wild  prairies  or  in  the  virgin  forests  can,  to  some  extent,  realize 
what  obstacles  the  founder  and  organizer  had  to  overcome.  But  even 
that  work  was  not  without  recompense.  The  next  problem  presented, 
after  organization,  was  how  to  secure  a  church.  A  lot  was  bought  for 
$100.  Rev.  Esbjorn  traveled  during  the  summer  of  1851  through  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Massachusetts  and  solic- 
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ited  $2,200  for  the  building  of  churches  in  Andover,  Moline,  and  New 
Sweden,  Iowa.  Of  this  money  Jenny  Lind,  known  as  the  "Swedish 
Nightingale,"  donated  $1,500.  Moline  received  $340,  and  the  balance 
needed  was  secured  by  local  subscriptions.  The  church  was  built  in 
185 1  on  the  lot  where  the  present  edifice  now  stands,  and  was  36x40 
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and  15  feet  high.  A  little  bell,  now  the  property  of  the  church  in  Port 
Byron,  was  bought  for  $50.  The  church  was  dedicated  January  11, 
1857.    Dr.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  wrote  concerning  it  in  "Hemlandet." 

"We  have  again  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  part  in  the  dedication  of 
a  new  church,  namely  the  Swedish  church  of  Moline,  January  11,  1857- 
This  church  is  certainly  one  of  the  oldest  built  by  the  Swedes,  but  a 
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long  time  was  required  to  complete  it.  Now,  however,  they  have  com- 
pleted the  building  and  secured  a  pastor,  who  has  settled  among  them. 
And  as  the  Mississippi  conference  is  about  to  meet  here  a  desire  for 
dedication  has  been  expressed.  It  occurred  on  the  above  mentioned  day 
in  the  presence  of  so  great  a  multitude  that  the  church  could  scarcely 
hold  them.  The  church  has  one  advantage  above  many  of  the  Swedish 
churches  —  it  owns  a  bell,  which  was  hung  Saturday  afternoon.  It  is 
not  a  very  large  one,  but  answers  the  purpose.  May  it  never  call  in 
vain." 

The  following  year  an  addition  of  14  feet  was  put  on  the  church, 
and  in  1866  it  was  added  to  the  second  time.   Finally  the  church  was 
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sold  to  Deere  &  Co.,  and  moved  across  the  street  where  it  is  still  located 
and  is  used  as  a  warehouse  for  plows. 

The  first  parsonage  in  Moline  was  a  little  house  on  the  northeast 
corner  in  the  block  north  of  the  church.  This  house  and  lot  was  donated 
m  1852  by  a  bachelor,  Abraham  Anderson,  on  condition  that  it  should 
always  be  used  for  the  Lutheran  parsonage.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1856. 
In  1858  the  property  of  the  church  was  valued:  church  $1,400;  par- 
sonage $600;  addition  $150;  barn  $100;  Rev.  Esbjorn  had  charge  of 
the  congregation  until  1855,  but  as  the  work  required  more  than  occa- 
sional visits,  license  was  given  to  Mr.  Vallentin  to  preach  during  the 
year  1852.  Rev.  Esbjorn  says  concerning  Vallentin:  "Had  he  not  been 
here  every  Swede  in  Rock  Island  and  Moline  would  have  been  confused 
by  Palmquist,  the  free  thinker."  After  Vallentin  Deacon  Lindman  was 
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requested  to  assist  in  the  work.  Rev.  Esbjorn  died  July  2,  1870  in 
Ostra  Vala,  Sweden.  Upon  the  monument  which  marks  his  grave  the 
following  inscription  may  be  read : 

At  Rest 
REV.  LARS  PAUL  ESBJORN 
Founder  of  the  Swedish 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
IN  America. 
B.  16-10,  1808.  D.  2-7,  1870. 


(Handwriting  of  Dr.  T.  N.  Hasselquist.) 
The  Swedish  parsonage  in  Moline,  the  old,  in  place  of  which  a  new  one  is  now  built. 
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O.  C.  T.  Andren 

It  had  become  important  that  the  little  church  here  should  have  its 
own  pastor  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  proselytism  going  on.  But  where 
to  find  one  that  would  be  suitable  was  the  question.  Rev.  P.  Ahlberg 
promised  to  come  but  retracted.  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andren,  pastor  at 
Carlshamn,  Sweden,  was  next  called  through  Dr.  P.  Fjellstedt.  He  ac- 
cepted and  came  to  Moline  July  31,  1856.  The  church  found  its  pastor 
a  firm  supporter  in  these  stormy  times,  and  gained  strength  and  num- 
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bers  under  his  guidance.    He  was  the  right  man  for  the  day.    Dr.  E. 
Norelius,  in  his  history,  says: 

"Andren's  term  was  short ;  he  stayed  four  years  in  Moline.  But  how 
important  were  these  years  for  the  church !  He  laid  a  good  foundation, 
and  though  the  time  was  limited  he  yet  found  time  to  build  much  good 
upon  the  foundation  from  which  the  congregation  has  reaped  blessings 
ever  since." 

Rev.  C.  O.  Lindell  said  in  a  letter  to  me:  "The  last  time  I  heard 
him  preach  was  in  Swedona  on  the  Day  of  Ascension.    It  was  raining  . 
and  the  thunder  and  lightning  compelled  him  to  be  silent  for  ten  min- 
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utes.  When  his  voice  could  be  heard  he  said:  "God  Himself  speaks 
so  powerfully  that  I  must  be  silent."  "It  was  Andren  who  helped  me 
to  decide  in  favor  of  a  ministerial  career."  In  i860  Andren  was  sent 
to  Sweden  to  arouse  interest  in  and  collect  means  for  a  school  in  Amer- 
ica. He  resigned  August  19.  (Andren's  speech  in  Kristiania  on  Aug- 
ust I,  1 861,  concerning  America  can  be  found  in  'Korsbaneret'  for 
1886).  Andren  left  for  Sweden  in  September  i860.  Rev.  Peters 
writes  concerning  the  departure : 

"He  never  slept  the  last  night,  but  prayed  under  tears  to  His  Master 
that  He  would  take  care  of  the  church.  Though  there  was  a  great 
hurry  Tuesday  morning  as  the  train  would  leave  at  ten,  and  though 
friends  literally  stormed  the  little  parsonage,  he  sent  for  the  key  and 
entered  the  church  alone.  What  he  did  there  only  He  knows,  who  knows 
all  things." 

Andren  s  History  of  MoUne. 

An  extract  from  Rev.  Andren's  description  of  Moline,  dated  March 
3,  1859,  says: 

"Moline,  or  the  city  of  mills,  is  situated  on  the  Mississippi  River. 
The  land  was  cultivated  by  farmers  until  the  year  1851  when  a  corpo- 
ration commenced  the  first  mills  there.  Since  that  time  Moline  has 
progressed  steadily.  It  now  (1859)  numbers  about  3,000  inhabitants, 
and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  largest  factory  cities  of  the  west.  There 
are  at  present  four  factories  run  by  steam,  water  power  being  utilized 
by  four  flour  mills  and  thirteen  factories.  The  location  is  beautiful  and 
advantageous.  There  is  a  prevalence  of  quiet  and  good  morals,  which 
distinguishes  Moline  from  her  sister  cities,  making  it  an  attractive 
dwelling  place.  Moline's  schools  are  well  spoken  of  and  have  an  at- 
tendance of  300,  with  four  teachers.  It  has  since  its  founding  been  a 
temperance  town.  Neither  the  drunkard  nor  the  smuggler  of  drinks 
finds  a  place  there.  May  our  countrymen  when  they  come  to  have  a 
voice  in  the  affairs  of  the  city  with  earnestness  join  the  party  which 
works  for  purity  and  the  true  welfare  of  the  city.  Here,  as  in  other 
places,  the  Swedes  have  been  tempted  to  abandon  their  mother  tongue. 
Only  a  few  have  listened  to  the  absurd  arguments.  The  majority  show 
great  zeal  in  instructing  their  children  at  home  and  then  sending  them 
to  school.  Our  people  have  truly  shared  the  hard  times,  and  the  years 
1850,  1852  and  1854,  when  sickness,  want  and  death  reigned,  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten." 

The  older  immigrants  earned  their  homes  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 
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For  a  time  there  was  a  steady  progress.  Many  a  one  looked  forward 
to  the  day  when  his  savings  would  pay  for  a  home  in  the  city  or  a  farm 
on  the  prairies  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  or  Kansas.  Sympathy  for  Scandina- 
vian professorship,  the  newspapers  and  "Publication  Society"  is  on  the 
increase.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  increase  in  these  things  will  spread 
in  spite  of  all  opposition.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1861  the  congre- 
gation sent  a  unanimous  call  to  Rev.  Andren,  desiring  him  to  return. 
His  answer  expressed  love  and  solicitude  for  the  church.  One  of  the 
most  valued  treasures  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  is  an  oil  painting  of  Rev.  Andren, 
which  ornaments  their  parlors.  Rev.  Andren  died  in  Asarum,  Sweden, 
June  II,  1870.  Dr.  Norelius  has  written  very  charmingly  concerning 
the  last  hours  of  the  lamented  pastor's  sickness  and  of  the  burial. 

During  this  period  it  was  resolved  that  no  persons,  not  loyal  to  the 
denomination,  shall  be  allowed  to  preach  in  the  church.  That  a  church 
fund  be  started  by  contributions  at  communions,  receptions,  etc.;  tem- 
porary rules  for  disciplining  adopted ;  a  constitution  ratified  by  the  Chi- 
cago and  Mississippi  conferences  be  adopted ;  that  the  congregation  do- 
nate $25  to  a  fund  for  a  professor's  chair;  many  and  peculiar  rules  for 
the  janitor  adopted  in  1858.  The  Mississippi  conference  met  in  Mo- 
line  in  January  1853  and  1857. 


From  i860  to  1873 

The  year  i860  marked  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  the  church 
as  well  as  for  the  Augustana  Synod.  The  congregation  up  to  this  time 
had  been  connected  with  the  Northern  Illinois  Synod,  but  severed  its 
relations  with  that  body  May  30  and  joined  the  Augustana  Synod.  Rev. 
Andren  had  left  for  Sweden  during  the  summer  and  Rev.  G.  Peters 
was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  church  during  his  absence.  In  August 
1 86 1,  Andren  formally  resigned  as  he  did  not  intend  to  return  to  Amer- 
ica. '  Rev.  Peters  was  then  officially  called  to  fill  the  vacancy.  It  was 
not  a  small  charge,  as  the  pastor  was  expected  to  visit  Rock  Island,  Gen- 
eseo,  and  Fulton. 

Rev.  Peters  was  soon  ready  to  leave,  and  in  1863  several  meetmgs 
were  held  to  call  a  new  pastor.  E.  Norelius  was  called  but  did  not 
accept.  It  was  then  decided  to  write  to  Rev.  Andren  requestmg  him 
to  send  a  suitable  man  from  Sweden.  Rev.  Peters  moved  away  in  May 
1864;  his  wife  died  here  May  10,  1863,  and  his  daughter,  Hanna,  died 
in  Rockford  in  1864.  Rev.  Peters  is  now  officiating  as  a  pastor  in  York, 
Nebraska. 
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After  this  the  church  was  vacant  for  two  years,  and  the  parsonage  was 
rented  out.  Revs.  J.  Swensson,  J.  Johnson,  and  A.  W.  Dahlsten  paid 
occasional  visits.  A  certain  Rev.  Ekstrom  was  called  from  Sweden,  but 
he  did  not  come.  On  Dr.  Hasselquist's  suggestion  a  student,  J.  S.  Ben- 
zon,  was  called  from  Paxton.  He  arrived  in  1865  and  on  the  request 
of  the  congregation  he  was  ordained  in  1866.    The  organization  of  Sun- 


REV.  G.  PETERS  (1862). 


day-  and  parochial  schools  occupied  the  first  years  of  the  70's.  A  city 
missionary  was  also  appointed.  Mr.  A.  Kropp  was  sent  around  to  visit 
the  families  and  distribute  Bibles.  The  congregation  revived  with 
Rev.  Benzon's  arrival.  An  addition  was  built  to  the  church  and  a 
school  house  put  up  on  the  same  lot  in  1868.  A  benefit  society  of  the 
city  assisted  in  this  undertaking,  securing  $150,  in  return  for  which 
they  were  to  use  the  school  house  for  their  meetings.  Difficulties  soon 
arose  between  the  congregation  and  the  benefit  society.    Members  of 
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the  church  living  in  Rock  Island  were  permitted  to  organize  a  congre- 
gation in  1870.  Rev.  Benzon  resigned  in  1872,  but  remained  until 
August  1873.  He  died  at  Albert  City,  Iowa,  March  13,  1889.  (His 
biography  is  found  in  'Korsbaneret'  of  1890).  Mrs.  Benzon  relates  of 
the  time  spent  in  Moline :  "It  was  both  pleasant  and  trying." 


THE  ENLARGED  CHURCH. 


Resolutions  passed  in  this  period :  That  members  living  in  Rock 
Island  may  organize  their  own  congregation ;  that  members  living  five 
miles  away  pay  only  half  of  their  fees;  that  the  Sunday  School  may  man- 
age its  own  funds;  that  the  Sewing  society  meet  at  church;  that  the 
organ  be  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  church ;  that  the  congregation  be 
divided  into  six  districts ;  that  the  minister's  family  may  use  the  cemetery 
lot  donated  by  Abraham  Anderson ;  that  the  minister  shall  have  Satur- 
day off. 

The  Mississippi  conference  met  here  January  11 — 15,  i860,  and  the 
Synod  1869. 
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REV.  J.  S.  BENZON. 


From  1873  1^79 

During  the  uneasiness  that  followed  Rev.  Benzon's  departure,  two 
pastors,  H.  Olson  and  Jorlander,  were  called,  but  neither  accepted. 
Finally  Rev.  A.  G.  Setterdahl  accepted  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in 
the  spring  of  1874.  At  this  time  all  old  buildings  were  swept  aside  to 
make  room  for  new  ones.  The  old  parsonage  was  sold  for  $210  and 
moved  across  the  street,  and  a  new  building  was  erected. 

Erection  of  Present  Church. 

In  December  1875,  the  congregation  arrived  at  the  important  decision 
of  building  a  new  church,  and  a  committee  of  twenty  members  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  building  committee.  This  was  a  great  and  worthy  object 
to  work  for.  Soon,  however,  dissensions  crept  in  and  a  few  discontented 
members  withdrew  and  formed  a  new  congregation.  They  built  a 
church  in  the  west  end  and  called  it  Gustaf  Adolf  church  and  later 
united  with  the  Mission  covenant.  The  old  church  and  school  house 
were  sold  and  moved  away. 

The  new  church  was  116x62,  built  of  brick  and  the  corner  stone  was 
laid  June  15,  1876.  The  foundation  was  built  by  J.  P.  Berg  for  $2,000, 
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the  upper  story  was  built  by  Colseth,  Knutson  &  Co.,  for  $13,360.  The 
finishing  was  done  by  Knutson  and  cost  $1,238.  The  carpenter  work 
was  done  for  $800  by  Andrew  Peterson;  for  iron  and  tin  $378;  for  the 
tower  to,  J.  P.  Berg,  $1,425;  to  the  architect,  J.  P.  Holmes  of  Rock  Is- 


REV.  A.  G.  SETTERDAHL. 


land,  was  paid  $150;  and  to  the  superintendent  $200.  The  church  was 
enclosed  by  December  i,  1876. 

Rev.  Setterdahl  had  a  four  months'  leave  of  absence  while  he  went 
to  Sweden  during  the  summer  1877.  Prof.  O.  Olsson  had  charge  of 
the  congregation  in  the  meantime.  He  conducted  the  first  Sunday 
morning  service  in  the  new  church,  October  13,  1878.  Rev.  Setterdahl 
resigned  his  charge  here  in  1879  and  moved  to  Sweden,  where  he  is 
pastor  at  Ostra  Stenby.    The  membership  fee  was  raised  in  1877 
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five  dollars  for  men  and  three 
dollars  for  women.  A  subscrip- 
tion was  started  to  pay  off  the 
debt,  and  a  fund  for  the  poor 
established.  The  church  ex- 
pressed its  disapproval  of  mem- 
bers joining  secret  societies. 

A  resolution  prepared  and 
presented  by  the  church  council 
was  sanctioned  January  15, 
1878,  and  read  as  follows:  The 
congregation  expresses  its  dis- 
approval of  any  of  its  members 
uniting  with  secret  societies,  by 
whatever  name  they  are  known, 
and  the  church  council  is  hereby 
instructed  to  make  earnest  pro- 
cedure with  such  members  who 
violate  this  rule. 


THE  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 
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From  1880  to  1892 

After  Rev.  Setterdahl,  Rev.  J.  Telleen  was  called  twice,  but  declined. 
They  then  called  H.  O.  Lindeblad,  who  accepted  and  came  to  Moline 
in  1879.  The  church  was  now  enclosed,  but  not  nearly  finished,  and 
a  shrewd  business  man  was  needed  to  straighten  out  the  tangled  affairs. 


DR.  0.  OLSSON. 


The  pews  in  the  church  cost  $i,375;  those  in  the  gallery  $134.  The 
pulpit  was  given  by  Rev.  J.  Johnson,  who  thus  contributed  $200.  The 
altar  piece  was  painted  and  donated  by  F.  A.  Lundahl.  A  pipe  organ, 
costing  $2,700,  was  installed  in  1881  and  dedicated  December  i6th. 
The  exterior  of  the  church  was  painted  in  1882  at  a  cost  of  $400,  and 
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a  partition  put  in  the  basement.  The  plastering  and  interior  work  was 
done  in  1883,  and  the  bell,  costing  $825,  was  hung  in  the  belfry.  In 
1884,  a  4-dial  clock  costing  $540  was  placed  in  the  tower.  The  organ 
and  a  portion  of  the  church  was  damaged  by  lightning  June  8,  1884, 
to  the  amount  of  $1,700,  which  was  fully  covered  by  insurance.  More 
Scriptural  paintings  were  added  in  1886  and  the  stone  steps,  donated 


REV.  H.  O.  LINDEBLAD. 


by  the  Moline  Plow  Co.,  were  erected  in  the  same  year.  Two  furnaces 
were  put  in  in  1887.  The  congregation  was  awed  by  the  fact  that  the 
debt  was  increased  at  a  rate  that  gave  them  much  concern. 

Rev.  Lindeblad  resigned  in  1892,  but  was  prevailed  upon  to  remain, 
and  he  set  to  work  and  took  up  subscriptions  to  pay  off  the  debt.  He 
succeeded  so  well  that  the  church  was  freed  from  debt  June  9,  1889,  at 
which  time  appropriate  services  were  held.  While  these  financial  diffi- 
culties were  troubling  the  congregation  a  petition  was  received  from 
Augustana  College,  asking  the  right  to  organize  an  English  Lutheran 
congregation  at  the  college.    This  was  not  granted.    The  congregation 
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was  organized,  however,  and  exists  under  the  name  of  Grace  Lutheran 
church,  and  is  at  present  located  between  Moline  and  the  college.  An- 
other congregation  was  organized  in  i8go,  called  the  Zion  church,  and 
their  place  of  worship  is  located  in  Rock  Island  near  the  boundary  of 
Moline. 

Although  the  main  church  had  been  dedicated  the  building  was  not 
yet  quite  finished.    The  sacristy  was  finished  at  a  cost  of  $104,  stone 


PULPIT  AND  ALTAR  PAINTING. 


steps  for  the  two  smaller  doors  were  laid  at  a  cost  of  $662,  and  in  1892 
both  church  and  tower  were  painted.  At  this  time  missions  were  also 
organized  in  the  eastern  and  southeastern  part  of  the  city.  In  May 
1892  it  was  decided  to  buy  a  lot  in  each  place  and  build  chapels.  Each 
lot  cost  $700,  and  in  the  summer  of  1892  the  chapels  were  built  at  an 
outlay  of  $1,325,  and  a  large  field  for  preaching  was  thus  opened.  Rev. 
Lindeblad  resigned  in  1892  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon  October 
1 6th.  He  is  now  the  manager  of  the  Augustana  Hospital  at  Chicago. 
The  following  resolutions  were  passed  during  this  period :  That  the 


THE  EAST  CHAPEL. 
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church  shall  not  be  opened  for  any  gathering  that  requires  admission 
fees ;  that  the  church  cannot  be  used  for  funerals  by  people  not  members, 
except  in  special  cases,  when  the  deacons  shall  decide ;  that  the  Lord's 
prayer  be  repeated  by  the  whole  congregation  on  communion  Sundays. 
A  new  constitution  was  adopted  in  1889;  a  monument  to  be  put  on 
Abraham  Anderson's  grave ;  a  collector  to  be  appointed  and  a  missionary 
called.    The  Illinois  conference  met  here  in  1888  and  the  Synod  in  1889. 


DR.  CARL  A.  HEMBORG. 


October  1892  to  December  1900 

The  present  pastor  entered  upon  his  duties  October  23,  1892.  If 
the  times  were  restless  during  the  services  of  the  two  former  pastors  we 
might  properly  say  that  the  busy  times  commenced  with  his  arrival  here, 
for  almost  immediately  requests  came  in  for  weekly  services  at  both  the 


chapels.  To  take  charge  of  services  five  times  a  week,  visit  the  meetings 
of  the  different  societies,  and  perform  all  the  other  duties  devolving 
upon  a  pastor  could  not  be  done  by  one  person  and  therefore  different 
students  were  called  upon  to  assist.  During  the  last  eight  years  the  as- 
sistants have  been:  N.  E.  Glad,  C.  Broberg,  N.  P.  Sjostrom,  A.  C.  H. 
Helander,  A.  Aaron,  G.  Erikson,  A.  W.  Kjellstrand,  J.  W.  Lundgren, 
J.  F.  Nordquist,  Ph.  Andreen,  G.  R.  Peterson,  and  Fred  Wyman. 


PARSONAGE  AT  1014  FIFTH  AVENUE. 


Dr.  O.  Olsson,  Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg,  and  Prof.  E.  A.  Zetterstrand  have 
also  assisted  at  the  communion  tables.  Rev.  Hemborg  has  also  had 
charge  of  the  congregation  in  Port  Byron.  There  has  been  heavy  ex- 
pense during  this  period  also.  When  it  was  expected  the  Synod  would 
meet  here  in  1893,  the  church  was  refrescoed  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,  the 
organ  was  repaired  and  new  carpets  put  down.  Mr.  Lundahl  painted 
and  donated  a  new  altar  piece.  Nothwithstanding  the  increased  ex- 
penses, the  debt  on  both  of  the  chapels  was  soon  cleared  away.  The 
south  chapel  was  added  to  in  1896  and  in  September  it  was  painted  and 
papered.  Improvements  have  also  been  made  on  the  church  and  on  the 
parsonage.  The  church's  share  of  the  Augustana  college  debt  has 
been  paid.   March  29,  1894,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  buy  another 
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place  for  a  parsonage  and  the  present  splendid  residence  was  purchased 
July  I,  1895,  for  $5)000.  This  handsome  property  is  situated  two 
blocks  west  of  the  church  and  the  pastor  has  lived  there  since  August 
I,  1895. 

The  old  parsonage  was  then  rented  out  and  the  trustees  were  in- 
structed to  sell  it  as  soon  as  it  could  be  arranged  to  do  so  legally,  and 
it  was  sold  last  year  for  $4,000.  During  this  period  a  new  song  book 
had  been  introduced  and  a  new  order  of  service  adopted.  A  new  church 
record  is  opened  and  all  old  certificates  filed  in  alphabetical  order. 
All  old  papers  have  been  put  in  order  by  G.  Lindahl.  The  synod  met 
here  in  1893  ^^id  in  1897  and  the  conference  this  year. 

Everything  old  about  the  church  and  its  work  is  disappearing  and 
the  new-times  appear  in  a  new  garb.  The  old  church,  the  old  school 
and  the  old  parsonage  are  with  us  yet  as  landmarks,  as  it  were,  of  ye 
olden  times.  The  little  melodeon,  to  the  strains  of  which  the  sturdy 
pioneers  of  the  church  sang,  is  in  the  museum  at  Augustana  College, 
having  been  donated  by  Andrew  Lind,  and  it  is  a  treasured  relic.  The 
old  bell  is  now  the  property  of  the  Port  Byron  church  and  the  old  pipe 
organ  was  given  to  the  church  at  Pullman,  111.  The  old  books  are  in 
the  church  library.  A  large  number  of  the  members  who  were  here 
in  the  beginning  have  gone  to  rest  in  the  valley,  and  a  new  generation 
stands  at  the  entrance  of  a  new  time  and  at  the  door  of  a  new  century. 

We  extend  a  greeting  to  those  who  shall  celebrate  the  Centennial  in 
this  congregation:  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee 
a  crown  of  life." 

The  Lord  be  with  you,  dear  congregation,  on  your  pilgrimage  to  the 
heavenly  Canaan ! 

May  the  following  inscription  on  your  church  bell  continuously  re- 
mind you  to  come  faithfully  to  the  house  of  God: 

"And  the  Spirit  and  bride  say,  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  say. 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will,  let  him 
take  the  water  of  life  freely." — Rev.  22.  17. 

May  God,  more  and  more,  in  our  new  homeland,  reveal  to  pastors 
and  hearers,  to  us  and  to  our  dear  young  people,  the  conquering  pow- 
er of  the  divine  glory  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  in  order  that  our  above 
all  else  on  earth  loved  and  with  the  divine  truth's  purest  gold  so  richly 
endowed  Lutheran  Church,  whatever  fate  and  development  may  come, 
may  faithfully  "keep  what  she  has"  and  remain  a  witnessing  church 
for  the  world-conquering  glory  of  Christ! 

Moline,  Illinois,  December  i,  1900.  Carl  A.  Hemborg,  pastor. 
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1900  to  1925 

The  Fftieth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  congregation 
was  observed  on  December  i  and  2,  1900.  A  well-arranged  program 
was  carried  out.  Former  pastors  were  present  and  many  of  the  pio- 
neers remained  to  rejoice  and  praise  God  for  His  untold  mercies.  Twen- 
ty-five years  have  been  added  to  the  history  of  the  congregation.  Many 
changes  have  taken  place.  Only  a  remnant  of  those  who  have  been  a- 
long  during  the  past  60  or  65  years  remains. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Hemborg  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  until  October  4, 
1904,  on  which  date  he,  with  his  family,  left  for  the  new  field  of  labor 
in  Stromsberg,  Nebraska.  He  gave  to  the  congregation  in  Moline 
twelve  of  his  best  years,  during  which  time  he  labored  incessantly  to 
take  care  of  the  work  properly  and  conscientiously.  He  was  a  great 
and  powerful  preacher,  poetic  and  forceful  in  delivery.  During  hi? 
pastorate,  the  work  at  the  South  Chapel  and  East  Chapel  reached  its 
highest  point  of  activity  and  prosperity.  It  was  a  common  sight  to  see 
the  main  auditorium  and  the  galleries  of  the  church  filled  at  morning 
services. 

The  English  language  was  tried  as  an  experiment  at  one  evening 
service  a  month  during  the  fall  of  1902. 

The  Illinois  conference  held  its  annual  convention  and  celebrated  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  in  Moline  in  May,  1903.  At  this  convention  Dr. 
C.  A.  Hemborg  was  elected  president. 

1 904  to  I  9  I  I 
Dr.  L.  A.  Johnston. 

During  the  vacancy  Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg  served  as  vice  pastor. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Johnston  accepted  the  call  extended  him  by  the  First  Luth- 
eran Church,  Moline,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  pastor  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1904.  He  took  up  his  work  with  years  of  ripened  experience 
and  successful  labors  in  three  of  the  larger  congregations  of  the  Synod. 
He  was  thorough,  painstaking  and  orderly  in  all  his  work  and  a  sympa- 
thetic and  helpful  pastor  to  young  and  old. 

The  work  carried  on  in  the  South  Chapel  with  great  success  for 
many  years  was  ripening  into  a  field  for  an  independent  congregation, 
which  finally  resulted  in  the  organization  of  Salem  Lutheran  Church. 
The  pastor  and  the  board  of  the  First  church  were  of  the  opinion  that 
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this  new  congregation  should  be  located  south  of  Twenty-third  avenue 
in  order  to  take  care  of  the  work  involved  with  the  expansion  of  the 
city  southward.  In  1907  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence petitioned  the  First  church  for  the  donation  of  a  lot  and  the  plac- 
ing of  the  South  Chapel  on  the  same  for  the  new  mission.  The  congre- 
gation responded  by  purchasing  a  lot  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Twen- 
ty-third avenue  and  Fifteenth  street  A.    The  offer  of  this  location  was 


DR.  L.  A.  JOHNSTON. 


rejected  and  the  donation  withdrawn.  The  South  Chapel  and  lot  were 
sold  for  $1,800  in  1908.  In  1907  the  East  Chapel  was  sold.  The  sale 
of  these  properties  ended  the  Sunday-school  work  in  these  two  chapels. 
The  Salem  congregation,  which  located  its  church  on  Fifteenth  street 
and  Eighteenth  avenue,  has  grown  into  a  strong,  self-supporting  con- 
gregation. 

Dr.  Johnston  could  now  concentrate  his  efforts  on  the  work  in  the 
church.  An  addition  to  the  parsonage  on  Fifth  avenue  was  made  in 
igo6.  Thirteenth  street,  on  the  east  side  of  the  church,  was  paved  in 
1907.  The  church  was  frescoed  in  1908  by  the  Ladies'  Aid  society  at 
a  cost  of  $1,500.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  19 10  it  was  decided  that 
two  communion  services  in  the  English  language  should  be  held  during 
the  year.  The  Men's  society  was  organized  on  January  18,  1910,  with 
thirty-nine  charter  members,  and  Dr.  Johnston  was  elected  the  first 
president. 
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Dr.  Johnston  labored  and  prayed  for  the  strengthening  of  the  inner 
life  of  the  congregation.  We  find  in  his  reports  at  the  annual  meetings 
continuous  appeals  for  ever-increasing  numbers  at  the  mid-week  prayer 
service,  emphasizing  that  a  living  church  must  be  a  praying  church.  His 
sermons  were  carefully  prepared  and  their  contents  evangelical  and  up- 
building. He  proclaimed  to  the  congregation  what  he  himself  found 
in  the  study  of  the  word  of  God  and  he  offered  to  his  hearers  that 
which  gave  nourishment  for  his  own  soul. 

He  was  a  special  friend  of  the  sick  and  of  the  poor  and  gave  them 
special  attention  and  service,  for  which  he  is  kept  in  precious  memory. 

He  returned  to  the  First  Lutheran  Church  in  St.  Paul  in  191 1,  from 
which  field  he  had  come  to  Moline. 

191 1  to  19 19 

Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstroju, 

After  the  resignation  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Johnston,  several  pastors  were 
called.  On  May  11  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom, 
which  he  accepted,  and  he  entered  upon  the  work  as  pastor  on  October 
6  the  same  year.  Prior  to  his  arrival  the  congregation  was  served  for 
a  while  by  a  former  pastor,  Rev.  Henry  O.  Lindeblad.  Owing  to  fail- 
ing health,  he  had  to  give  up  the  work  in  the  month  of  July. 

Rev.  Bergstrom  carried  on  the  work  faithfully  in  the  spirit  of  his 
predecessors.  He  was  assisted  in  the  pastoral  duties  by  Rev.  Nils  Nord- 
gren,  who  retired  from  the  active  ministry  in  19 12  and  located  in  Mo- 
line.   Student  help  was  also  employed  during  the  summer  vacations. 

Rev.  Bergstrom  organized  the  Swedish  Bible  class  January  28,  19 12, 
for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  large  number  of  Swedish  young  men 
and  women,  most  of  whom  were  recent  arrivals  from  Sweden.  The 
class  met  Sunday  evening  at  5  -.30  for  Bible  study.  Refreshments  were 
served  after  the  program.    The  enrollment  at  times  exceeded  150. 

During  Rev.  Bergstrom's  pastorate  two  confirmation  reunions  were 
held,  one  in  1912  and  the  other  on  September  3,  1917. 

The  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  was  organized  in  19 12.  Nineteen 
communicant  members  from  the  First  Lutheran  Church  became  charter 
members. 

The  two  chandeliers  in  the  church  auditorium  were  presented  as  a 
Christmas  gift  to  the  congregation  in  19 12  by  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  J.  F.  Freeman.    The  value  of  the  gift  was  $300.00. 
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At  its  annual  meeting  in  January,  1913,  the  congregation  adopted 
the  constitution  proposed  by  the  Augustana  Synod  in  1907.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  in  191 5  was  also  accepted  January  i,  19 16. 

The  use  of  individual  communion  cups  at  alternate  communions  was 
adopted  July  31,  19 13. 

The  Illinois  Conference  held  its  annual  convention  in  Moline  March 


REV.  A.  F.  BERGSTROM. 


4  to  9,  1913,  at  which  time  the  conference  celebrated  its  sixtieth  anni- 
versary. 

One  of  the  monumental  works  of  Rev.  Bergstrom  was  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Lutheran  hospital  of  the  Rock  Island  district  in  Moline. 
Years  ago  Dr.  O.  Olsson  had  worked  for  a  hospital  to  be  located 
in  Moline  or  Rock  Island.  The  result  of  his  endeavors  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Augustana  hospital  in  Chicago.    Rev.  Bergstrom  pre- 
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sented  the  matter  of  a  hospital  to  the  board  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church,  which  took  favorable  action.  Afterwards  it  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Rock  Island  district,  which  also  gave  its  support  to  the  proj- 
ect and  the  work  of  establishing  a  hospital  was  begun.  Rev.  Berg- 
strom  spent  the  summer  of  191 3  in  the  interest  of  the  new  hospital, 
raising  subscriptions.  The  corner  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  in  19 15- 
It  was  opened  for  patients  February  4,  I9i6.    The  dedication  took 

place  Januarv  31. 

The  new  institution  has  been  very  successful  in  its  work  from  the 
beginning.    It  has  established  an  excellent  reputation. 

On  January  i,  191 7,  the  congregation  decided  to  have  two  English 
services  a  month,'  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  evenings.  The  in- 
troduction of  more  English  into  the  services  was  considered  at  the  meet- 
ing in  Januarv,  1918.  A  plan  was  prepared  and  presented  to  all  the 
members  of  the  congregation,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  use 
of  the  Swedish  and  English  languages  alternately  on  Sunday  mornmgs 

and  evenings.  •  1      u  u 

During  the  World  War  in  1917-1918  many  of  the  boys  ot  the  church 
went  into  the  service  of  our  country.  The  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion were  active  in  Red  Cross  work,  Welfare  work  and  in  the  pur- 
chasing of  Liberty  bonds,  and  in  contributing  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
the  Lutheran  Brotherhood  activities  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys  at  the 
front. 

In  19 1 8  the  old  organ  was  removed  and  the  new  organ  was  installed, 
a  new  altar  was  placed  in  the  chancel  and  a  new  pulpit  was  placed  on 
the  raised  platform,  outside  the  altar  rail. 

Rev.  Bergstrom  handed  in  his  resignation  September  11,  1918,  and 
removed  with  his  family  in  November  to  his  new  field  of  labor  in  the 
Augustana  Church  at  Denver,  Colorado. 


19 1 9  to  

Rev.  C.  O.  Morland. 

The  congregation  issued  a  call  to  its  present  pastor  October  9,  1918. 
He  accepted  and  arrived  with  his  family  on  May  8,  1919.  preaching 
his  introductorv  sermon  the  following  Sunday. 

During  the  vacancy,  Dr.  Gustav  Andreen,  president  of  Augustana 
College  and  Theological  Seminary,  Rock  Island,  served  as  vice  pastor 
and  gave  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  the  care  and  work  of  the 
congregation. 
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The  confirmation  class  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Bernt  Holmes,  student 
in  the  Augustana  seminary. 

A  number  of  professors  assisted  Dr.  Andreen  in  conducting  the  Sun- 
day services. 

The  sale  of  the  parsonage,  1014  Fifth  avenue,  had  been  authorized 
by  the  congregation  and  the  deal  had  been  consummated  at  the  time  the 
new  pastor  arrived.  The  sum  received  for  the  house  was  $7,900.  A 
house  at  1129  Eleventh  street  was  rented  for  the  pastor  until  the  time 
when  a  new  parsonage  could  be  built  or  bought.  During  the  summer 
of  19 19  lots  at  1305  Thirteenth  avenue  were  purchased  by  the  congre- 
gation and  plans  and  specifications  for  a  new  parsonage  were  accepted 
and  the  work  of  building  was  begun.  The  new  parsonage  was  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  occupancy  on  May  6,  1920.  The  cost  of  the 
parsonage,  including  lot,  was  $23,450. 

The  official  name  of  the  congregation  was  changed  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  January,  19 19,  from  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  to  the  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Final  action  auth- 
orizing a  change  of  name  was  ratifed  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1920. 

The  single  envelope  system  for  collection  of  dues  has  been  intro- 
duced and  a  minimum  per  member  placed  at  $10  per  year  for  men  and 
$6  for  women. 

The  individual  cup  at  communion  services  is  now  used  entirely.  The 
pastor  is  usually  assisted  at  communion  services  by  some  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors belonging  to  the  congregation. 

It  has  been  very  difficult  to  continue  the  summer  parochial  school 
since  the  World  War  and  especially  since  the  Swedish  language  is  no 
longer  used  in  Sunday-school.  The  number  of  children  attending  has 
been  so  few  that  it  has  scarcely  seemed  worth  while  to  engage  a  special 
teacher. 

The  choir  has  adopted  the  use  of  robes  and  the  pastor  is  also  using 
a  robe  since  its  use  was  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  Augustana 
Synod.  The  congregation  annually  elects  a  music  committee,  which 
has  charge  of  the  purchasing  of  music  for  the  choir  and  organ  library, 
makes  selection  of  all  songs  to  be  sung  by  the  choir  at  services,  all  festive 
occasions  and  song  services. 

The  new  graded  system  has  been  introduced  in  the  Sunday-school. 

The  following  societies  have  been  organized:  The  Woman's  Home 
and  Foreign  Mission  society;  the  Loyal  Helpers;  the  Junior  Sorosis; 
the  Junior  Lutheran  Brotherhood. 

An  event  which  will  especially  be  remembered  was  the  visit  of  the 


36 

archbishop  of  Sweden,  Nathan  Soderblom,  on  All  Saints  day  November 
4,  1923.  The  archbishop  conducted  the  morning  service  in  our  church. 
It  was  an  inspiring  occasion.  The  church  was  crowded  beyond  capacity 
and  many  were  turned  away. 

A  number  of  campaigns  for  funds  have  been  carried  on  for  various 
purposes  outside  our  own  congregation.  Several  years  in  succession 
funds  have  been  raised  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  in  Lutheran  lands 
across  the  sea.    A  campaign  was  carried  on  for  the  new  building  of  the 
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Augustana  Seminary,  Rock  Island,  and  also  a  campaign  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Lutheran  Hospital. 

Elsa  Branstrom  visited  us  in  the  interest  of  relief  work  among  the 
war  orphans  in  Europe. 

One  memorable  occasion  was  the  Sunday  morning  service  at  the  time 
of  the  Christian  conference  February  13,  1922. 

We  are  now  celebrating  our  seventy-fifth  anniversary.  Three  of  the 
former  pastors  are  still  living,  namely.  Rev.  A.  G.  Setterdahl,  Norr- 
koping,  Sweden;  Dr.  C.  A.  Hemborg,  Los  Angeles,  California,  and 
Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom,  pastor  of  St.  Matthews  Church,  Chicago.  The 
two  latter  have  accepted  invitations  to  attend  the  jubilee  celebration. 
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"I  will  make  mention  of  the  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
praises  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  hath  bestowed  on 
us ;  and  the  great  goodness  toward  the  house  of  Israel  which  he  hath  be- 
stowed on  them  according  to  his  mercies,  and  according  to  the  multitude 
of  his  loving  kindnesses."    Isaiah  63.  7. 

Moline,  IlHnois,  December  i,  1925. 

C.  O.  MoRLAXD,  Pastor. 


Reminiscences  and  Official  Greetings 


Nagra  minnen  fran  hansvunnen  tid 

|FTER  sex  ars  studier  vid  elementarlaroverket  i  Vaxjo, 
Smaland,  reste  jag  tillsammans  med  min  broder,  J.  A, 
Hemborg,  till  Amerika  pa  varen  1871  och  samradde  med 
pastor  Erland  Carlsson  i  Chicago  om  ett  och  annat  har  i 
Amerika,  och  i  synnerhet  om  den  kyrkliga  verksamheten.  Pa  bans  till- 
radan  reste  jag  till  synodens  prastskola  i  Paxton,  111.,  pa  hosten  samma 
ar.  Efter  tre  ars  studier  i  Paxton  avskildes  jag  till  prastambetet  vid 
synodalmotet  i  Rockford,  111.,  ar  1874.  Tavlorna  under  min  nu  fyllda 
51-ariga  ambetstid  aro  ratt  manga  i  minnets  tavelgalleri,  men  de  fiesta 
av  dem  aro  urblekta.  Och  nu  bor  jag  bar  i  sodra  Californien,  dar 
"pepparn  vaxer". 

Mitt  forsta  arbetsfalt  fick  jag  i  norra  Iowa  —  i  Dayton  och  Gowrie 
och  omkringliggande  trakter.  Pa  det  faltet  var  jag  under  18  ars  tid  i 
nybyggareperioden  och  stravade  med  att  komma  fram  over  snodrivor 
och  vatten  sumpar  vid  grodors  kvakande  och  myggens  pipande.  For 
att  hoja  mitt  sinne  och  oga  over  grasoknens  laga  syner  bor  jade  jag  stu- 
dera  astroriomi,  ty  den  vackra  och  liksom  med  rubiner  och  diamanter 
bestrodda  stjarnhimlen  vilade  ratt  ofta  i  all  sin  glans  och  tystnad  over 
den  vida  slatten  och  lockade  med  sin  gyllne  skrift  tanken  och  blicken  upp 
"per  aspera  ad  astra"  (fran  besvaren  mot  stjarnorna). 

Det  var  i  april  manad  ar  1892  som  ungdomsforeningen  i  Moline 
kallade  mig  hit  ned  for  att  halla  foredrag  i  astronomi.  Emedan  son- 
dagen  var  nara,  bad  pastor  Lindeblad  mig  att  stanna  kvar  over  sondagen 
och  predika  for  honom ;  ogarna  lovade  jag  det,  men  pa  bans  entragna 
och  broderliga  begaran  atog  jag  mig  uppdraget.  Jag  predikade  Mid- 
fasto-sondag  med  ingangsorden  (Dav.  ps.  40:  18)  sasom  amne :  ''Jag 
ar  fattig  och  elandig,  men  H  err  en  sorjer  for  mig.''  Icke  anade  jag  da, 
att  det  var  en  provpredikan  som  jag  skulle  halla,  men  det  var  sa  plan- 
lagt,  mig  ovetande. 
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Vid  pafoliande  synodalmote  i  Lindsborg,  Kans.,  tog  pastor  Linde- 
blad  mig  avsides  och  sade :  "Har  ar  ett  brev  till  dig."  — Jag  5ppnade 
brevet  och  laste,  och  se,  det  var  en  enhallig  kallelse  fran  Moline-for- 
samlingen.  Jag  vet  icke  om  jag  nagonsin  blivit  sa  totalt  overraskad,  ty 
varken  genom  drom,  eller  aning  hade  nagon  dylik  tanke  insmugit  sig  i 
mitt  sinne.  Genast  gav  jag  Lindeblad  foljande  svar  pa  kallelsen :  "En 
nybyggareprast  fran  Iowa's  sumptrakter  passar  icke  for  :\Ioline,  som 
man  plagar  kalla  synodens  domkyrkoforsamling."  Han  bad  mig  sitta 
ned  litet  medan  han  orerade  nagot  angaende  Moline-f altet. 

Det  uppstod  inte  litet  bryderi  angaende  kallelsen.  Jag  hade  under  i8 
ars  tid  pa  faltet  i  Iowa  haft  mycket  resande  och  manga  platser  att 
besoka,  men  andock  lago  mig  dessa  nejder  pa  hjartat,  ty  dar  hade  jag 
haft  min  ungdomstid  i  ambetet.  och  mina  kyrkoradsmedlemmar  voro 
allvarliga  kristna  som  bade  med  bon  och  deltagande  i  arbetet  voro  mina 
medhjalpare.  En  och  annan  ambetsbroder  plagade  fraga  mig:  "Huru 
gar  det  for  dig,  Hemborg.  med  dina  manga  praster?"  —  Det  gar  val 
och  de  bado  mig  stanna  kvar.  Jag  tycker  mig  annu  bora  den  hansovne 
vannen  F — s  ord :  'Xamna  aldrig  denna  forsamling." 

I  tanke  pa  att  jag  sa  lang  tid  varit  omgiven  av  nybyggarelivets  be- 
svarligheter,  trodde  jag  att  det  skulle  bliva  ett  lindrigare  arbetsfalt  i  en 
stad,  atminstone  i  sa  matto,  att  man  blev  besparad  fran  att  resa  om- 
kring  sa  mycket  med  hast  och  karra.  Efter  mycket  betankande  antog 
jag  kallelsen. 

Vid  lowa-konferensens  hostmote  i  BurHngton,  Iowa,  bjod  jag  kon- 
ferensen  mitt  farval  och  tackade  for  den  tillgivenhet  och  broderlighet 
som  jag  ront  sasom  dess  ordforande  under  flera  ar.  Sasom  minne  gavo 
de  mig  ett  fint  guldhckur  som  annu  med  sakerhet  tickar  den  astronomis- 
ka,  borgerliga  och  kyrkliga  tiden  pa  min  levnads  eftermiddag. 

Efter  all  den  oro  och  villervalla  som  en  flyttning  har  med  sig,  liim- 
nade  jag  och  de  mina  Dayton  pa  kvallen  den  19  oktober,  och  efter  en 
natts  resa  skred  taget  over  ]\Iississippi-floden  just  i  dagningen  den  2ode. 
Jag  suckade  och  bad  till  Gud  att  han  i  sin  nad  ville  skanka  mig  en 
dagning  —  en  viorgonrodnad  pa  mitt  nya  fait. 

Sa  aro  vi  da  framme  i  Mohne  och  hamtas  upp  till  pastor  Lindeblads 
hem.  Trotta  voro  vi  efter  nattens  resa,  men  likval  maste  jag  pa  e.  m. 
ned  till  kvinnoforeningens  mote  hos  mrs  Landee  och  hMla  tal,  och  pa 
kvallen  holls  valkomsthalsning  i  gudstjanstlokalen  i  kyrkans  nedra  va- 
ning.  Bibellasning  och  bon  holls  av  studerande  —  numera  pastor  X.  E. 
Glad ;  halsningstal  av  dr  O.  Olsson,  mr  J.  A.  Godehn,  mr  A.  J.  Berg- 
blom  och  pastor  Lindeblad.    Dr  O.  Olssons  tal  var  sympatiskt,  "ty  han 
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visste",  sade  han,  "vad  det  ar  att  lamna  en  forsamling,  dar  man  under 
flera  ar  haft  en  trogen  vankrets." 

Pafoljande  sondag,  den  19  eft.  trefaldighet,  holl  jag  min  intrades- 
predikan  med  sv.  psalmens  ord  sasom  amne :  "Du  stad  dr  sail,  du  land 
star  bast  som  Jesus  far  till  kung  och  gdst''  (Ps.  52:  3). 

Nu  var  min  arbetsdag  borjad  i  Moline  och  arbete  blev  det  fullt  upp, 
ty  samma  host  som  jag  kom  stodo  kapellen  pa  soder  och  oster  fardiga 
for  att  i  dem  halla  regelbundna  veckogudstjanster.  Pastor  Lindeblad 
trostade  mig  med  att  i  det  yttre  var  allt  nu  fardigt  och  ''nu  far  du  en- 
dast  predikaf'  Men  det  blev  en  hel  mangd  goromal  utom  den  offent- 
liga  predikan.  Nar  jag  genomser  mina  noteringar  under  alia  ar  som 
jag  var  i  Moline,  kan  jag  icke  begripa  huru  jag  nagorlunda  kunde  mo- 
ta  uppgifterna.  Jag  maste  allt  emellanat  besoka  forsamlingen  i  Port  By- 
ron, besoka  distrikt-  konferens-  och  synodalmoten,  och  sa  mot  slutet  av 
mina  ar  i  Moline  sasom  ordforande  for  Illinois-konferensen  hava  bestyr 
om  alia  dartill  horande  goromal.  Till  en  borjan  samradde  jag  med 
studerande  vid  var  skola  att  hjalpa  till  vid  gudstjanster  och  moten,  da 
jag  var  av  ambetsgoromal  forhindral.  Omsider  kom  svar  fran  skolan 
att  jag  icke  fick  taga  nagon  studerande  fran  arbetet  under  deras  lektions- 
timmar.  Da  kallades  nagon  viss  studerande  att  pakalla.  Vid  hogmasso- 
gudstjanster  och  nattvardsgangar  stodo  skolans  larare  —  tack  vare  deras 
villighet  —  mig  till  tjanst.  Dr  O.  Olsson  och  dr  C.  E.  Lindberg  sa- 
som medlemmar  av  forsamlingen  voro  merendels  de  som  jag  fick  pa- 
kalla. 

Vi  hade  da  icke  vart  fait  har  i  Moline  uppdelat  i  flera  forsamlingar 
sasom  nu  ar  forhallandet,  vadan  den  stora  kyrkan  pa  golv  och  laktaren 
var  fullsatt  med  ahorare  vid  hogmassogudstjansterna.  Musikdirektor, 
dr  Gustav  Stolpe  spelade  preludierna  och  koralerna  sa  masterligt,  att 
musikaliska  personer  kommo  i  hanryckning.  Sangkoren,  mans-  och  Svea- 
kvartetten  presterade  harliga  stycken. 

Denna  geniensamhetens  tid  pa  vart  kyrkliga  omrade  har  i  Moline 
var  en  storhetstid. 

Pa  grund  av  forsvagade  krafter,  fick  jag  avlakare  det  radet  att  an- 
tingen  taga  tjanstledighet  ett  ar,  eller  ocksa  upptaga  arbete  i  en  liten 
lattskott  forsamling. 

Utan  att  veta  huru  framtiden  skulle  vanda  sig,  resignerade  jag  fran 
forsamlingen  och  konferensen  pa  sommaren  1904.  Kallelse  kom  fran 
Newman  Grove  och  Stromsburg,  Nebraska  —  jag  antog  Stromsburg- 
kallelsen. 

Tisdagskviillen  den  4  oktober  bestego  jag  och  de  mina  taget  for  att 


resa  genom  Omaha  till  Stromsburg.  En  hel  mangd  forsamlingsbor  voro 
nere  vid  stationen  pa  kvallen,  och  det  sprakades  och  sjongs.  Svea-kvar- 
tetten  sjong  stycken :  "Skaldens  blomma,"  "Mitt  hemlands  dal",  och 
"Klara  stjarna".  Taget  signalerade  sin  ankomst  —  tack  —  tack,  farval 
—  Gud  med  oss ! 

Nar  jag  reste  over  Mississippi-floden,  da  jag  kom  till  Moline,  lyste 
morgonrodnaden,  men  nar  vi  nu  fran  Moline  reste  pa  sena  kvallen  over 
floden,  var  aftonrodnadens  ljus  slackt,  men  stjarnorna  lyste. 


Det  ar  nu  21  ar  sedan  vi  flyttade  fran  Moline,  och  vi  bara  med  oss 
manga  minnen  av  hogtidliga  tillfallen  som  vi  hade  under  den  tid,  som 
vi  bodde  dar,  den  tillgivenhet  och  karlek  som  vi  ronte,  samt  aven  den 
minnesgodhet  som  vi  aven  sedan  haft  fran  eder. 

Nagra  sarskilt  festliga  tillfallen  aro  minnesvarda: 

Ar  iSgj  firades  festlighet  pa  Augustana  College,  da  biskop  K.  H. 
Gez.  von  Scheele  predikade  pa  f.  m.  ordinationssondagen. 

Ar  1897  firade  forsamlingen  min  minnesdag,  da  jag  fyllde  50  ar.  Jag 
blev  belt  plotsligt  nedkallad  till  kyrkan,  som  stod  i  festskrud.  Dr  O. 
Olsson  och  dr  C.  E.  Lindberg  hollo  tal,  och  forsamlingen  forarade  mig 
med  en  guldkapp  och  ett  fint  bokskap. 

Ar  igoi  var  ater  biskop  von  Scheele  hos  oss  och  predikade  vid  en  hog- 
massogudstjanst. 

Ar  19 10  hade  vi  festligt  aven  i  Moline,  da  Augustana-synoden  vid 
var  skola  firade  sitt  50-ars  jubileum. 

Ar  igi2  var  jag  bjuden  till  Moline  for  att  narvara  vid  en  konfir- 
mandreunion,  da  all  konfirmationsklasser  fran  forsamlingens  borjan 
representerades.    Det  var  en  stor  hogtidsdag  sondagen  den  9  juni. 

Ar  igi5,  da  jag  var  i  Rock  Island  for  att  bjuda  farval  till  mina  slak- 
tingar,  innan  jag  reste  till  Californien,  blev  jag  bjuden  till  mansfor- 
eningens  mote.  De  gavo  mig  en  minnespokal  (Loving  cup)  samt  upp- 
togo  mig  sasom  hedersmedlem  av  foreningen. 

Ar  igiy,  da  synoden  vid  var  skola  firade  400-arsminnet  av  den  lu- 
therska  reformationnen,  var  jag  har  pa  inbjudning  av  mansforeningen 
och  holl  tal, 

Ar  ig2i,  da  jag  och  min  hustru  pa  genomresa  fran  Gowrie,  Iowa, 
voro  bar,  tillstalldes  en  afton  overraskning  pa  oss  i  Sorosis  lokalen. 

Ar  ig24  (forlidet  ar),  da  jag  fyllde  50  ar  i  prastambetet,  kom  order 
fran  Moline  till  en  blomsterfirma  i  Los  Angeles  att  uppsanda  till  mig 
blommor  pa  min  minnesdag. 
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Gratulation  och  50  exemplar  av  de  finaste  och  dyrbaraste  blommor 
(American  beauties)  anlande.  —  Inga  blommor  dofta  skonare  an  van- 
skapens  rosor  —  Tack! 


Ett  av  de  mest  ingripande  och  betydelsefullaste  minnen  fran  Moline 
ar  naturligtvis  firandet  av  forsamlingens  50-ars  jubileum  den  i  och  2 
december  ar  1900.  For  att  sammanbinda  detta  skede  i  forsamlingens 
historia  med  firandet  av  75-ars  jubileet,  torde  det  kanske  vara  intressant 
att  har  meddela  programmet  som  da  utfordes: 

LoRDAGEN  DEN  I  DECEMBER  KL.  2  E.  M. 

Bibellasning,  Davids  104  psalm. 

Tal  av  pastor  G.  Peters:  Om  gamla  tider  och  forna  ar,  samt  ett 
ord  till  forsamlingens  aldre  medlemmar. 

Kl.  7  E.  M. 

Halsningsord  av  forsamlingens  pastor. 

Tal  av  dr  E.  Norelius:  Om  vara  forsamlingar  och  vart  samfunds 
betydelse  i  detta  land  under  de  flydda  50  aren,  samt  vad  vi  bora  vanta 
av  dem  for  framtiden. 

Tal  av  pastor  Lindeblad. 

SoNDAGEN  DEN  2  DECEMBER  KL.  9:30. 

Skriftetal  av  pastor  G.  Peters:    Vart  festfirande  vid  Herrens  bord. 
Hogmassopredikan  av  dr  L.  G.  Abrahamson :    Hogtidshalsning,  "Se 
din  konung  kommer  till  dig." 
Allman  nattvardsgang. 

Kl.  2  :30  e.  m. 

Sondagsskolfest. 

Tal  av  dr  N.  Forsander:   Om  forsamlingens  betydelse  och  uppgift 
med  avseende  pa  det  uppvaxande  slaktet  i  detta  land. 
Korta  tal  till  barnen  av  narvarande  pastorer. 

Kl.  7  e.  m. 

Ungdomsfest. 

Tal  pa  engelska  om  forsamlingens  ungdom. 

Tal  pa  svenska  av  dr  C.  E.  Lindberg :  Om  vara  skolor  och  var  ung- 
dom. 

Halsningsskrivelsers  upplasande. 

Avskedsord  av  pastorer  som  varit  forsamlingens  larare. 

Emedan  pastor  Peters  var  den  aldste  narvarande  pastorn,  fick  han  i 
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uppdrag  att  halla  minnestalet  over  flydda  ar.  Jag  nedtecknade  nagra 
anforanden  darur  som  foljer:  Amnet  var:  ''Lat  aren  tala/' 

De  tala  om  Guds  godhet  och  nad  under  de  flydda  aren  —  de  tala  om 
frihet,  framgang  och  mission  —  de  tala  om  utvidgandet  av  din  pauluns 
talt  —  de  tala  om  kyrkomakt  i  den  gamla  tiden  har  (t.  exempel,  en 
kvinna  kom  hit  fran  Sverige  och  hade  dar  hort  pastor  O.  C.  T.  Andren, 
och  pa  hennes  rad  blev  han  kallad  hit)  —  de  tala  om  kolera,  fattigdom 
och  motstand  i  var  lutherska  verksamhet  —  de  tala  om  villiga  arbetare 
i  forsamlingen  —  de  tala  till  eder,  I  gamle,  att  vi  fa  nedlagga  alia  vara 
synder  vid  Jesu  kors. 


Det  minnesalbum  som  utgavs  till  50-ars  festen  ar  ett  av  de  forsta  i 
Augustana-synoden.  Det  kravde  icke  litet  arbete  att  fa  ihop  materialet, 
ty  anteckningar  ur  sma  bocker  och  blad  voro  har  och  dar  strodda.  Jag 
formodar,  att  medlemmarna  nu  leta  ratt  pa  albumet  ur  gamla  gommor. 

Vi  hava  mottagit  forsamlingens  vanliga  och  hederliga  inbjudning  att 
vara  med  eder  under  firandet  av  edert  75-ars  jubileum,  och  om  halsa 
och  krafter  medgiva  att  foretaga  den  langa  resan,  vilja  vi  med  Guds 
nad  vara  hos  eder  vid  det  hogtidliga  tillfallet. 

Vi  tacka  for  gammal  karlek  och  standigt  fornyad  vanskap. 

Los  Angeles,  California. 

Carl  A.  och  Mrs  Hemborg. 


Memories  and  Experiences  from  Moline 

Moline,  on  the  banks  of  the  Father  of  V^aters,  is  v^ell  known  as  an 
industrial  city,  the  home  of  the  plow,  the  implement  which  has  meant 
more  for  the  development  of  agriculture  than  any  other.  Moline  is 
also  noted  for  its  excellent  schools  and  numerous  fine  churches.  More 
than  half  of  its  population  hail  from  the  land  of  the  Midnight  Sun. 
This  fact  accounts  for  the  large  number  of  beautiful  homes  dotting  the 
hills  and  covering  the  bluffs.  It  also  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
general  cleanliness  and  good  order  found  everywhere  in  the  city. 

To  this  city  I  came  with  my  family  the  first  days  of  October,  191 1,  to 
take  charge  of  the  First  Lutheran  church  as  the  successor  of  Dr.  L.  A. 
Johnston,  then  president  of  the  Augustana  Synod,  who  after  five  years 
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of  labor  in  Moline  decided  to  accept  a  call  to  his  former  charge,  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  I  was  no  stranger  in  Moline,  for  no  pastor  in  the  Augus- 
tana  Synod  is  a  stranger  there.  I  had  spent  almost  ten  years  as  a  stu- 
dent at  Augustana  College  and  Theological  Seminary  and  during  that 
time  attended  services  regularly  in  the  big  church  of  Moline  where  Rev. 
H.  O.  Lindeblad  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Hemborg  preached.  During  that  time 
I  had  also  learned  to  know  a  number  of  the  good  folks  of  Moline  who 
now  received  me  most  cordially  as  their  pastor.  Here  we  labored  to- 
gether until  the  last  days  of  November  191 8.  During  that  time  the 
great  World  War  was  fought.  Great  changes  took  place  in  the  world 
at  large  and  also  in  the  churches.  Our  mission  was  to  preach  Christ 
whose  life  and  teaching  never  change.  The  Spirit  of  God  was  active 
among  us  and  many  were  brought  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  Among  them 
were  several  young  men  who  have  been  a  great  blessing  to  the  church 
and  some  of  whom  are  still  very  active  in  the  good  work. 

It  was  also  during  this  time  that  the  saloons  of  Moline  were  closed. 
This  was  not  done  without  effort  on  the  part  of  the  church  people. 
Much  hard  work  and  worry  preceded  the  closing  of  the  saloons  and 
much  rejoicing  followed  the  historic  event. 

Our  years  in  Moline  were  filled  with  great  events,  one  after  the 
other.  Never  shall  we  forget  the  enthusiasm  kindled  among  our  people 
by  the  organization  of  the  Swedish  National  Association  and  its  success- 
ful Midsummer  Festivals  in  Prospect  Park  where  thousands  of  people 
of  Swedish  birth  would  assemble  for  a  day  of  real  joy  and  fellowship. 
The  programs  were  always  the  best.  The  resolutions  adopted  always 
brought  results.  Thus  we  succeeded  in  getting  good  Swedish  books 
into  the  Moline  Library  and  the  Swedish  language  was  made  a  subject 
in  the  High  School. 

When  in  191 7  our  beloved  country  declared  war  on  Germany,  patri- 
otism ran  high  among  our  people.  Mr.  William  Axelson,  president  of 
the  Luther  League  and  one  of  the  enthusiastic  Sunday-school  teachers, 
volunteered  his  services  to  his  country  and  with  him  about  fifty  young 
men  of  the  church  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  A.  E.  F.  The  various 
ladies'  societies  of  the  church  under  the  direction  of  the  Red  Cross  were 
very  busy  sewing  and  knitting  for  the  soldiers.  Patriotic  meetings  were 
often  held  in  the  church.  Many  will  remember  the  farewell  meeting  to 
the  soldier  boys  and  also  the  occasion  when  the  D.  A.  R.  presented  the 
Sunday-school  with  a  beautiful  silk  flag  which  ever  since  has  had  a  con- 
spicuous place  in  the  church. 

Another  great  event  was  the  gathering  of  funds  for  and  the  erection 
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of  the  Lutheran  Hospital.  In  one  week  in  September  1913,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Greater  Moline  Committee,  the  people  of  Moline 
pledged  some  $30,000  for  the  proposed  Hospital.  The  mayor,  the  com- 
missioners, the  bankers,  the  businessmen  and  factory  officials  were  out 
in  large  numbers  soliciting  money.  One  day  toward  the  close  of  the 
campaign  a  collection  was  asked  for  and  received  from  the  working 
men  in  the  factories.  This  collection  amounted  to  about  $1700,  if  I 
remember  correctly.  Everybody  was  helping  along  giving  of  his  time 
and  money.  It  was  indeed  a  privilege  to  work  together  with  such  peo- 
ple. It  goes  without  saying  that  such  an  undertaking  could  not  be 
started  and  pushed  to  a  successful  completion  without  opposition.  But 
the  foes  of  the  Lutheran  Hospital  were  overwhelmed  time  and  again 
and  finally  began  to  feel  ashamed  of  themselves.  To  the  credit  of  the 
First  Lutheran  Church  of  Moline  it  must  be  said  that  as  far  as  we 
know  there  was  not  a  single  member  who  opposed  the  efforts  to  estab- 
lish the  Lutheran  Hospital.  It  was  a  great  day  in  the  church  when  the 
congregation  took  the  lead  in  the  work  and  after  the  morning  worship 
in  a  few  minutes  subscribed  over  $4,000.  Remember  that  this  took 
place  before  we  knew  anything  about  the  war  drives  for  big  sums  of 
money.  The  success  of  the  hospital  movemeent  was  really  a  surprise  to 
many.  I  did  not  know  how  to  explain  it  until  the  venerable  deacon 
Andrew  Peterson,  that  really  great  man  of  God,  told  me  on  his  death 
bed  that  for  years  he  had  been  praying  to  God  that  He  might  open  a 
way  for  the  building  of  a  Lutheran  Hospital  in  Moline  and  that  many 
of  those  prayers  had  been  offered  on  his  return  home  from  work,  even- 
ings, on  the  very  grounds  among  the  trees  w^here  the  Hospital  now 
stands.  When  I  heard  him  speak  thus,  then  I  knew  why  God  had  so 
abundantly  blessed  every  effort  put  forth  in  the  interest  of  that  hospital. 

The  day  the  new  pipe  organ,  pulpit  and  altar  were  dedicated  must  be 
counted  as  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  congregation.  The 
changes  in  the  church  necessitated  by  placing  the  altar  and  pulpit  prop- 
erly were  decided  upon  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members.  There  are 
many  churches  in  Moline  but  none  excels  in  exterior  and  interior  beauty 
the  old  First  Lutheran  church.  She  is  by  far  the  most  conspicuous 
building  in  the  city  to  strangers  and  visitors.  The  big  clock  m  the 
tower,  visible  to  a  very  large  portion  of  Moline  and  serving  as  time 
keeper  for  the  whole  central  business  section,  has  for  several  generations 
preached  to  thousands  concerning  the  importance  of  time,  remmdmg 
them  that  now  is  the  acceptable  time ;  now  is  the  day  of  salvation. 

Another  very  important  event  was  the  organization  of  Trinity  Lu- 
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theran  Church  which  took  place  in  the  basement  of  the  First  Lutheran 
Church.  The  need  of  an  English  Lutheran  church  in  Moline  had  been 
felt  for  some  time  but  to  start  that  organization  was  a  rather  delicate 
matter.  The  mother  church  had  to  give  most  of  the  members  who 
constituted  the  nucleus  of  the  new  organization.  It  was  also  feared 
that  a  large  number  of  our  younger  families  and  young  people  would 
join  the  new  church.  This  fear,  however,  proved  to  be  unfounded. 
The  important  step  was  taken  just  in  time.  Through  the  efficient  and 
faithful  work  of  Trinity  church,  hundreds  have  been  saved  for  our 
Lutheran  church  who  otherwise  would  have  drifted  into  the  various 
reformed  churches  or  away  from  all  churches. 

One  of  the  happiest  events  of  our  life  took  place  July  3,  1913,  when 
a  daughter  was  born  to  the  pastor  and  his  good  wife,  completing  the 
quartette  of  two  boys  and  two  girls.  All  four  of  the  children  started 
school  in  old  Irving.  The  oldest  child  started  first  grade  and  finished 
the  eighth  grade  before  we  moved  to  Denver. 

One  thing  Moline  was  sadly  in  need  of  in  those  days  was  some  worth- 
while organization  for  boys.  John  Hauberg  of  Rock  Island  was  really 
the  only  one  in  the  Tri-cities  who  was  doing  anything  of  a  constructive 
nature  for  the  boys,  but  his  organization  was  naturally  limited  to  a 
small  number  and  did  not  affect  very  much  the  large  number  of  boys 
roaming  around  on  the  streets  of  Moline  after  school  hours  and  during 
vacation  periods.  I  saw  the  great  problem  but  did  not  know  how  to 
solve  it.  A  few  men  like  John  Hauberg  with  the  same  interest  in  boys 
and  the  same  willingness  to  sacrifice  of  their  time  and  means  would 
have  solved  the  problem  for  Moline.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  such 
men  could  have  been  found  if  a  real  effort  had  been  made.  The  Boy 
Scout  movement  was  rather  new  in  Moline  and  not  very  well  under- 
stood by  our  people  in  those  days.    Perhaps  it  is  different  now. 

Armistice  Day  in  Moline  as  in  every  other  city  in  the  world  was  one 
of  the  happiest  days  of  our  life.  We  never  expect  to  live  through  an- 
other day  like  it. 

But  all  our  days  in  Moline  were  not  days  of  sunshine.  Very  often 
the  clouds  obscured  the  sun.  As  in  nature,  so  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
The  year  19 16  will  never  be  forgotten  beacuse  of  sickness  and  trials  of 
various  kinds.  But  God  and  good  people  stood  by  faithfully  and  helped 
us  through  it  all.  To  the  Lord  be  honor  and  glory  for  the  success  in 
the  work  in  Moline.  To  us  belong  the  mistakes  and  faults,  and  it  be- 
hooves us  therefore  to  be  humble  at  all  times. 

A.  F.  Bergstrom. 
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Reminiscences 

BY  DR.  JOHN  TELLEEN. 

Mr.  Carl  Chilberg,  father  of  Consul  Andrew 
Chilberg,  Seattle,  Washington,  came  to  America  in 
the  1840:8.  He  came  from  Knared,  Halland,  Swe- 
den, and  settled  in  New  Sweden  (Bergholm.),  Iowa. 
In  the  early  fifties  he  visited  Sweden  and  returned  to 
America  in  1853.  With  him  came  a  goodly  number 
of  emigrants.  They  left  Halmstad  for  Gothenburg 
in  a  steamer,  and  left  Gothenburg  for  Boston,  Mass., 
in  a  wooden  sailing  vessel,  that  required  seven  weeks 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  victuals  gave  out  and  the  water  soured. 
The  art  of  making  ocean  water  palatable  had  not  then  been  discovered. 
In  a  storm  that  lasted  nearly  three  days  the  vessel  came  near  sinking. 

Passenger  coaches  were  not  plentiful  so  the  emigrants  were  stowed 
away  in  freight  cars  part  way  westward.  West  of  Chicago  w^e  could 
go  by  train  only  as  far  as  Sheffield.  From  there  we  were  conveyed  to 
the  Mississippi  river,  where  a  steamer  took  us  to  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
where  we  landed  in  the  evening.  Someone  stole  our  little  trunk  in 
which  we  had  our  few  valuables.  Our  family  numbered  five:  father, 
Swan  Anderson;  mother;  Nellie;  three  sons,  Carl,  10  years  old;  John, 
seven  years  old;  Andrew,  five  years  old.  Father  had  fifty  cents,  ten 
cents  for  each  of  us. 

We  repaired  to  Moline,  and  rented  an  upper  one-half  story  from  Mr. 
Olof  Bengtson,  a  Methodist,  across  the  street  from  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran church.  When  father  and  mother  would  not  join  the  Metho- 
dists, it  was  thought  best  that  we  move. 

Our  Lutheran  church  had  at  that  time  no  settled  pastor,  but  received 
visits  from  Rev.  L.  P.  Esbjorn,  who  was  then  pastor  at  Andover,  Illi- 
nois.   These  visits,  I  think,  were  two  each  month. 

Mr.  Carl  Lindman,  a  prominent  layman,  conducted  the  services, 
when  we  had  no  pastoral  visit.  A  son  of  Mr.  Lindman,  who  attended 
Sunday-school  in  the  early  days,  is  living,  but  I  am  unable  to  find  his 
address.  Before  our  own  Sunday-school  was  organized  we  attended  the 
Congregational  Sunday-school,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right.- 

Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andren  and  his  wife  came  to  Moline  in  1856.  He 
was  a  gifted,  learned  and  pious  man.  She  played  and  sang  sweetly. 
Moline  at  that  time  was  not  an  easy  field.    The  pastor  had  enemies. 
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False  accusations  were  hurled  at  him  and  the  church.  A  baptist,  Mr. 
Kniberg,  was  a  prominent  persecutor.  Some  young  men  had  planned 
bodily  violence,  but  were  disarmed  during  a  talk  with  the  pastor's  good 
wife.  His  salary  was  but  a  few  hundred  a  year.  The  parsonage  was 
a  gift  by  a  young  man.  The  house  had  but  three  rooms  and  kitchen 
added.  In  those  days  coal  was  hauled  from  Coal  Valley.  The  roads 
were  often  very  bad.  The  wagons  got  stuck.  Large  chunks  of  coal 
were  often  dumped  by  the  roadside.  These  any  one  who  wished  might 
pick  up.  Yet  persons  were  found  who  talked  ill  of  the  poor  pastor  if 
he  carried  a  piece  of  coal  found  outside  his  house. 

Miss  Helen   laughed  in  church,  but  when  the  pastor's 

piercing  eye  caught  her  she  wept.  One  evening  as  he  was  making 
house-visits  he  met  two  young  women  on  their  way  to  a  dance.  This 
he  did  not  know,  but  greeted  them  pleasantly.  When  they  had  passed 
one  said  to  the  other,  "I  can  not  go."  The  other  answered,  "I  can  not 
either,"  and  both  returned  home. 

Rev.  Andren  visited  among  the  people  very  much,  going  from  house 
to  house,  "gathering  'home  picked  fruit'  "  as  it  has  been  called.  If  any 
were  destitute  he  would  give  the  needy  his  last  dollar.  Once  he  found 
my  mother  sick  with  fever  and  ague.  When  he  learned  that  she  had  no 
doctor  and  no  money,  he  gave  her  his  only  dollar  to  buy  "calisaya," 
saying,  "you  need  this  ague  cure.  I  don't  need  the  dollar  now."  When 
I  visited  Sweden  in  1906  and  called  at  Asarum  I  told  this  story  to  Mrs. 
Andren  and  gave  her  a  new  bill.  On  the  day  he  left  Moline  for 
Sweden  in  i860,  together  with  his  family,  he  took  time  to  go  to  church 
and  spend  some  moments  in  prayer,  praying  for  the  congregation.  His 
prayer  is  answered. 

The  Moline  pastors  were  lovers  of  the  children  and  the  young  people 
and  therefore  did  all  they  could  in  Sunday-school  and  parochial  school 
work,  and  were  my  personal  friends  in  the  early  days,  when  I  followed 
them  from  Moline  to  Rock  Island,  where  they  also  preached  and 
taught.  But  Moline  had  also  splendid  laymen,  such  as  Mr.  Peter  Han- 
son, John  Larson  and  others.  And  godly  women  not  a  few,  who  would 
visit  the  parsonage  in  the  early  morning  to  be  present  at  the  family 
devotion.  If  some  came  a  little  late,  such  would  sit  down  on  the  kitchen 
steps  and  listen.  How  often  I  accompanied  my  mother!  Precious 
visits ! 

Once  I  said,  "Mother,  I  wish  I  were  the  pastor's  son."  She  asked, 
"Is  it  because  we  are  poor?"  I  answered,  "No.  It  is  because  I  could 
then  feast  on  his  books.    I  love  reading  more  than  eating  or  playing." 
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Miss  Smith,  my  public  school  teacher,  had  seen  this,  and  said,  "Johnnie, 
you  are  very  fond  of  reading.  To  never  need  glasses,  wash  your  eyes 
in  cold  water  eight  or  ten  times  a  day,  always  inward,  toward  your 
nose."  I  started,  have  kept  it  up,  am  now  in  my  8oth  year,  and  never 
had  need  of  glasses. 

Mr.  Fritz  Nathanael  Andren,  oldest  son  of  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andren, 
lives  at  Berwyn,  Cook  Co.,  Illinois. 

In  Asarum,  Sweden,  Mrs.  Andren  showed  me  a  path,  under  the 
shade  of  trees,  where  her  husband  was  wont  to  go  and  pray  and  say,  as 
in  Moline,  with  a  play  on  his  name,  "O  se  te  Andreen"=-0.  C.  T.  An- 
dren. 

But  I  must  come  to  a  close.  Could  write  a  book  on  Moline,  if  I 
were  to  tell  it  all.  God  bless  Moline !  Pastor  and  people !  Not  least 
your  dear  pastor,  who  has  the  expressive  name  (Mor(e)  land=/,V 
wide  world  for  Jesus!    Amen  and  Amen. 

First  Church!  Be  ever  true  to  your  high  calling!  Then  you  shall 
celebrate  in  Heaven  forever. 

One  of  your  own  boys, 

John  Telleen. 


A  Pioneer  Letter  by  Nels  Brattlund'  to  Rev.  Olof  Olsson, 
Varmland,  Sweden. 

Translated  by  Adolf  Hult. 

Rock  Island,  III,  May  6,  1868. 

My  dear  Pastor  Olsson: 

Grace  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
is  my  hearty  wish  and  my  prayer  for  all  saints,  and  most  especially  by 
these  lines  for  'yu  and  yurs  famelye.' 

I  would  thank  you  for  the  letter  I  received.  It  gladdened  me  much 
to  have  a  greeting  of  peace  from  yu'  which  was  there  not  only  as  a 
form.  I  hear  yu'  have  received  a  call  from  Professor  Hasselquist  to 
come  across  here,  and  that  'yu  have  nothing  especially  against  that,  but 

i)  Nels  Brattlund,  grandfather  of  Rev.  Adolf  Hult,  was  asked  by  our  well 
known  [Dr  ]  Rev.  Olof  Olsson,  then  pastor  in  Sweden,  what  the  circumstances 
of  life,  outlook,  and  the  like  were  in  America.  Rev.  Olsson  contemplated  mov- 
ing to  our  country.  Mr.  Brattlund  attended  the  First  Lutheran,  Molme,  but 
lived  in  Rock  Island.    He  uses  some  English  words  spelt  accordmg  to  sound. 
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wished  to  know  various  things  about  the  every-day  life.  And  as  long 
as  we  are  not  lifted  above  human  needs  we  must  be  concerned  about 
those  matters,  too,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  doubtlessly  teach  us 
how  far  we  may  go  in  that  line.  So  we  can  confidently  call  down  the 
blessing  of  God  on  our  undertakings. 

In  the  Swedish  church  here  [Moline]  where  I  am,  the  pastor  has 
$600.00  salary,  not  gold  dollars  but  paper,  for  in  all  business  and  in- 
tercourse paper  money  is  used.  When  any  one  wishes  gold  this  is 
bought  for  paper,  and  the  price  rises  and  falls.  Since  I  came  here  it  has 
risen  and  fallen  betweeen  $1.26  and  1.52  in  paper  for  $1.00  gold,  about 
"2  riksdaler  and  fifty  'ore'  "  Swedish.  Money — (there  are  100  cents 
to  the  dollar.)  A  working-man  who  has  $1.50  a  day  and  steady  work, 
which  makes  about  $450  a  year,  gets  along  well  with  a  family.  And 
'yu'  may  believe  the  working-man  here  eats  just  as  well  as  I  think  'yu' 
would  desire  to  do.  For  there  is  a  rich  blessing  of  means  of  life  here. 
Such  is  the  custom  that  all  belonging  to  the  same  house  eat  at  one  table. 
No  distinction  is  made  as  to  class  or  circumstances.  They  who  have 
dirty  work  always  wash  before  meals  and  comb  themselves,  though 
without  any  further  change  of  clothes  until  the  day's  labor  is  finished, 
When  you  board  yourself  and  keep  house  one  can  live  right  well  on 
is  $4.00  a  week,  and  it  is  the  same  for  whatever  person,  since  at  the 
boarding  houses  only  one  table  is  served.  But  if  one  buys  a  single  meal 
they  probably  charge  forty  to  fifty  cents.  When  one  travels  you  pay 
about  so.  Second  breakfast  and  late  supper  [after  European  custom] 
are  not  used.  Breakfast  comes  at  6  a.  m.,  dinner  at  12,  and  supper  at  6. 
When  you  board  yourself  and  keep  house  you  can  live  right  well  on 
$2.50  to  $3.00  a  week.  A  man  with  wife  and  three  or  four  children 
can,  indeed,  live  rather  well  on  five  or  six  dollars  a  week.  This  de- 
pends on  various  circumstances,  according  to  each  one's  ways  and  choice. 

The  commonest  food  is  wheat  bread,  coffee,  meat  and  potatoes.  As 
to  finer  food  one  can  do  as  you  please.  Coffee  is  common  at  all  meals, 
but  not  between  meals  except  among  some  Swedish  women  who  find  it 
hard  to  lay  aside  their  strong  coffee  habit.  A  sack  of  good  wheat  flour 
weighing  47  pounds,  which  is  two  and  one-half  "Lbs."  Swedish,  costs 
$2.40  and  $2.50,  up  to  $3.00,  now  costing  $2.65.  One  bushel  potatoes 
now  $1.00  to  $1.40  can  be  bought  in  the  fall  for  75  cents.  They  have 
quite  good  potatoes  here.  A  sack  of  fine  rye  flour  is  bought  for  forty 
to  fifty  cents  cheaper  than  wheat.  They  never  buy  grain  and  bring 
it  to  the  mill,  except  farmers  who  raise  the  grain.  One  pound  pork  is 
12  cents.    If  you  buy  a  whole  hog,  seven,  eight,  nine  cents.    Live  hogs 
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sell  at  five  and  a  half  to  seven,  according  to  weight.  Other  meat,  8, 
10,  12  cents.  Coffee  30  to  35  cents.  Sugar  17  to  20  cents.  Dried 
apples  about  7  pounds  for  a  dollar,  and  are  had  at  all  times  during  the 
year,  and  are  much  used  as  dessert.  They  are  rather  refreshing.  In 
summer  butter  is  15  to  20  cents,  in  winter  35  to  45  cents;  eggs,  sum- 
mer 15  to  20,  winter  30  to  40  a  dozen.  Larger  and  just  as  good  apples 
as  the  Swedish  fresh  apples  can  always  be  bought.  In  the  fall  we  pay 
75  cents  to  $1  a  bushel.  Now  they  cost  $1.60.  Apples  are  generally 
good.  Milk  is  20  to  25  cents  a  gallon.  A  gallon  is  about  one  and  three- 
eights  Swedish  "cans,"  one  bushel  about  8  "kappar."  I  forgot  to  state 
that  smoked  meats  are  bought  at  16  to  20  cents  (I  paid  to-day  17). 
Pork  is  always  eaten  fresh,  except  that  they  smoke  such  pieces  as  are 
without  bone  or  tallow.    These  cost  now  25  cents. 

Linen  and  woolen  goods  of  all  kinds  are  not  at  all  dearer  here  than 
in  Sweden.  A  sack  of  corn  meal,  weight  as  above,  costs  one  dollar  to 
one  and  ten.  But  you  can  not  bake  bread  of  it  alone..  .  .But  it  is  used 
for  many  other  good  purposes.  Now  I  have  spoken  of  a  few  articles  of 
food,  but  a  good  many  others  are  also  used,  of  course. 

I  hear  'yu'  desire  a  farm.  Farmers  do  right  well,  because  the  soil  is 
very  fertile  and  easily  cultivated.  Land  alongside  cities  is  about  $100 
an  acre,  five  to  ten  miles  from  a  city  $25  for  uncultivated,  and  for 
cultivated  land  with  houses,  from  $40  to  $75.  That  is  the  price  here 
in  Illinois,  because  the  State  is  quite  settled.  But  in  Iowa,  Wisconsin 
and  Minnesota  just  as  good  land  is  had  for  $5  an  acre  because  it  is  not 
as  yet  bought  up.  Yet  it  is  swiftly  being  bought  up,  so  that  a  few  years 
from  now  it  will  be  just  as  expensive.  In  these  states  there  are  many 
Swedish  settlements,  but  at  almost  all  of  these  there  is  still  plenty  of 
land.  Then  it  costs  about  $4  to  "break"  an  acre,  that  is  to  say,  to  plow 
it  the  first  time.  But  one  does  not  need  to  hire  to  break  all,  at  once. 
But  if  one  can  afford  to  do  so,  it  is  no  doubt  profitable.  A  farm  of  80 
acres  is  "plenty"  enough  to  cultivate — where  you  do  not  need  to  pas- 
ture the  cattle  in  the  summer  on  it.  Such  a  "main"  [spelt  "mann"] 
building  as  'yu'  spoke  of  would  cost,  I  might  say,  about  $500.  But 
then  it  is  neat  and  nice  and  according  to  the  best  manner  of  building, 
though  a  frame  structure.  I  built  myself  a  little  home  here  last  spring, 
which  costs — if  I  had  hired  for  the  labor — $250.  And  one  double  as 
large  were  sufficient  according  as  'yu'  intend.  And  I  have  also  painted 
it  on  the  outside.  But  there  are  many  things  that  can  vary  the  cost: 
for  example,  I  bargained  with  painters  what  they  would  charge,  and 
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they  asked  $40  to  paint  it.  But  I  bought  paint  myself,  and  a  man 
taught  me  how  to  mix  the  paint,  so  I  could  paint  it  for  $10. 

Other  buildings  I  can  hardly  describe,  yet  it  costs  only  a  little  com- 
pared with  in  Sweden.  One  does  not  need  to  stock  up  with  cattle  as  in 
Sweden  for  fertilizing,  if  you  only  have  some  two  cows  for  milk  and 
then  breed.  A  cow  costs  on  the  average  $35,  large,  fine  milch  cows.  I 
hear  they  count  on  five  or  six  pounds  ["tt"]  butter  a  week  from  each 
cow.  They  never  use  cream  to  coffee  or  tea,  fresh  milk  always  used,  or 
neither  among  those  who  do  not  have  their  own  cows.  A  team  of  good 
horses  brings  $300,  a  pair  of  old  but  usable  ones  $100  to  $150.  A  set 
of  new  harness  is  $35,  and  they  are  like  wagon  harness  in  Sweden. 
Here  they  always  drive  in  teams.  A  new  farmer  wagon  costs  $110 
to  $120.  It  is  both  strong  and  nice.  On  it  you  can  carry  anything 
needed.  On  one  acre  can  be  harvested  25,  40  to  50  bushels  of  corn. 
The  seed  corn  for  it,  about  one  Swedish  "kappe,"  costs  from  50  to  90 
cents  a  bushel.  They  count  on  the  average  25  bushels  of  wheat  to  the 
acre..  ..  Potatoes  grow  abundantly,  but  are  dear  about  here,  because 
there  is  a  pest  called  potato  bug,  like  small  June  bugs,  but  in  color 
brown.  These  eat  the  leafage,  so  there  is  left  only  the  stalk,  at  the  time 
the  potatoes  bloom.  Oats  grow  abundantly,  but  are  used  only  for  the 
horses,  and  whole;  they  bring  about  30  cents  a  bushel. 

As  to  the  economic  condition  among  the  Swedes — that  is  hard  to 
describe  in  order  not  to  make  a  liar  of  some  Swedish  paper  which  fights 
emigration  and  which  has  laid  hold  of  some  letter  coming  from  one 
who  believed  that  if  a  man  but  come  to  America  he  might  be  fed  with- 
out labor,  and  then  when  he  failed  became  enraged  and  wrote  about 
America  as  he  had  experienced  it  and  all  he  saw  there  to  complain  about. 
I  talked  with  a  Swedish  young  man  last  year,  after  his  arrival  here. 
Among  other  things  he  said  that  he  becomes  furious  when  he  sees  the 
"Americans."  I  asked,  why?  Yes,  "because  I  can't  get  any  work." 
Right  after  that  he  got  work,  at  $1.65  a  day.  But  he  thought  it  too 
hard  and  grew  dissatisfied.  For  here  there  are  required  more  briskness 
and  zest  in  work  than  in  Sweden,  and  there  come  here  so  many  proud 
and  easy-going  folks, — and  here  no  one  asks  for  anything  but  whether 
they  are  rapid  and  dependable  workmen.  But  that  they  do  look  for  in 
a  stranger.  And  they  don't  go  scolding  and  beating  them, — they  simply 
pay  them  off  and  discharge  them.  There  are  plenty  of  workers  here, 
so  it's  not  easy  for  the  newcomers,  to  begin  with.  Almost  all  that  ar- 
rive are  looking  for  work.  There  is  required  patience.  It  will  always 
improve  when  they  have  been  here  a  year  or  so,  become  somewhat  ac- 


53 

quainted  with  the  language  and  the  customs  of  the  country.  Those 
whom  God  blesses  with  health  can  generally  in  four  to  five  years  earn 
sufficient  to  buy  land.  There  are  many  Swedes  settled  here  who  are 
right  well-to-do,  who  came  here  some  12  to  15  years  ago  with  two  empty 
hands,  as  we  say.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  any  country  in  the  world 
is  better  for  the  poor  man  to  get  his  own  home  in.  But  one  who  is  lazy 
and  "drinks"  will  not  get  along.  In  general  the  Swedes  have  prospered. 
This  is  natural,  when  you  can  buy  such  fertile  soil  for  such  small  money, 
and  many  years'  credit  if  desired.  There  is  still  homestead  land  left  in 
some  places  which  can  be  had  for  almost  nothing.  But  there  is  needed 
something  to  start  with,  for  otherwise  the  ground  can  not  be  cultivated. 
They  w^ho  come  here  and  have  $600,  which  makes  about  1500  "Riks- 
daler"  [Swedish],  do  not  need  to  work  for  others.  But  the  laboring 
class  increases  daily.  It  does  look  as  if  it  might  become  "tight"  for 
them.  To  be  sure  there  are  many  who  off  and  on  can  take  up  land,  and 
so  others  come  in  their  place  [in  shops].  But  there  arrive  here  between 
two  to  three  hundred  thousand  annually.  Though,  indeed,  there  is 
room  to  settle  on  in  our  country,  before  it  becomes  crowded  here  in 
North  America.  The  population  in  the  United  States  is  now  about  33 
millions,  from  w^hich  can  be  seen  that  it  is  a  great  country. 

They  travel  about  here  with  the  thrashing  as  well  as  reaping  ma- 
chines. Threshing  costs  about  5  to  6  cents  a  bushel  for  wheat,  3  to  4 
cents  for  oats.  One  does  not  need  to  thresh  corn,  the  cobs  are  picked 
on  the  field.  They  are  large,  from  6  to  10  inches  long,  and  have  from 
4  to  7  hundred  kernels  on,  and  each  kernel  is  as  large  as  a  coffee  bean. 
This  is  a  marvellous  product,  yielding  abundantly.  Afterwards  the 
cobs  are  sold  whole,  and  a  bushel  sells  as  before  stated.  To  hire  a  ma- 
chine for  reaping  costs  a  dollar  an  acre.  They  sow  just  as  in  Sweden, 
except  corn,  which  is  sown  partly  by  hand,  partly  by  a  simple  machine. 
By  hand  they  do  this  wise  :  First  they  mark  off  the  field  as  they  do  when 
they  set  cabbage  plants,  by  a  simple  apparatus  which  anyone  can 
make  for  himself.  It  is  driven  by  horses.  Then  a  man  walks  across 
the  field  and  drops  3  to  4  kernels  at  each  intersection,  and  another  man 
walks  across  the  other  way.  This  women  could  do.  It  is  three  feet 
between  each  row.  They  thresh  rapidly.  I  was  along  eight  days  last 
year.  About  400  bushels  wheat  a  day  are  threshed,  and  then  it  is  also  so 
far  clean  that  they  only  need  to  pass  it  through  a  sieve.  About  800 
bushels  oats.  As  to  rye  I  cannot  say,  for  about  here  no  rye  is  sown, 
because  the  soil  it  too  loose,  and  the  winter  too  open.  They  raise  rye  in 
other  States. 
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'Yu'  wish  to  know  about  the  Christian  life  among  the  Christians  that 
arrive  here.  I  can  hardly  give  an  account  of  that.  No  doubt  they  are 
in  grave  danger  of  becoming  drowsy,  not  so  much  because  of  living  wor- 
riments  as  far  more  because  of  the  new  circumstances  to  which  they 
must  address  their  attention,  as  language,  customs,  and  manners.  At 
each  progress  in  these  it  is  natural  that  one  feels  elated,  and  in  this  I 
seem  to  see  a  great  temptation  for  the  spiritual  life  among  those  who 
are  less  watchful.  And  then  there  is  such  a  spirit  of  'speculation' 
which  occupies  the  mind, — there  are  so  many  things  to  choose  from  here, 
so  that  the  Swedes  who  come  here  roam  about  hither  and  thither  to  try 
now  this,  now  that.  Even  Christians  can  be  tempted  to  this,  and  those 
who  were  unsteady  and  lightminded  in  Sweden  are  so  here,  too,  for  they 
wish  to  become  rich  without  much  ef?ort.  Those  who  have  come  here 
with  that  intention  travel  hither  and  thither  to  begin  with,  until  they 
have  been  somewhat  chastised  for  their  lightmindedness. 

Those  who  mean  it  earnestly  in  their  Christian  life  do  not  all  have  any 
more  hindrances  here  than  over  in  Sweden,  rather  the  other  way. 

The  chief  temptation  for  women  as  to  spiritual  sloth,  I  believe,  is 
vanity.  For  when  a  Swedish  girl  comes  here  and  may  freely  carry  the 
garb  of  Swedish  gentry  ["herrskap"] ,  it  no  doubt  becomes  a  tempta- 
tion for  the  old  Adam  to  rule.  For  there  is  no  class  distinction  in 
dress.  The  garb  of  men  is  in  general  as  the  middle  kind  in  Sweden. 
Women  like  so  to  have  little  'playthings.'  They  are  in  general  here 
dressed  as  the  upper  classes  in  Sweden.  But  in  their  daily  work  it  is 
natural  they  can  dress  as  they  please.  The  women  do  not  wear  ker- 
chiefs on  head  or  neck.  They  use  hats  or  woolen  caps,  in  all  kinds  of 
colors  and  shapes.  And  there  is  not  here  made  any  distinction  in  gar- 
ments for  funerals  or  Communion  Services  from  what  is  used  at  other 
occasions.  The  same  for  all,  one  garment  suits  just  as  well  for  every 
purpose. 

Church  discipline  is  not  different  here  in  the  Lutheran  Church  from 
what  it  is  in  Sweden.  The  'unbelieving'  are  not  refused  admittance  to 
the  Lord's  Supper.  But  the  external  life  is  here  lived  more  decently. 
It  is  rare  at  least  here  in  Rock  Island  and  Moline  to  see  a  man  reel  from 
strong  drink  or  to  carry  on  loud.  One  is  safe  wherever  you  go.  One 
thing  is  good,  that  no  unconverted  ministers  are  accepted  in  the  Augus- 
tana  Synod..  .  .There  are  few  school  teachers,  and  in  the  Swedish  lan- 
guage they  are  not  taught  more  than  to  read  well  in  a  book,  because  the 
children  must  learn  arithmetic  and  writing  in  English. 

I  must  now  close. 
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I  have  tried  somewhat  to  reply  on  the  questions  put  to  me,  and  I  can 
now  mention  that  I  have  been  especially  blessed  by  God  bodily  and  spir- 
itually and  can  safely  say  that  I  live  in  the  faith  of  my  Saviour.  Nor 
can  I  in  words  describe  His  goodness  toward  me. 

And  now  I  am  also  happy  that  I  shall  soon  see  again  my  wife  and 
confer  and  counsel  with  her  as  to  the  way  to  heaven,  etc..  .  .1  suppose 
'yu'  have  heard  that  she  has  sold  our  property,  and  in  a  way  which 
pleased  me,  namely,  w^ithout  auctions.  I  wrote  her  in  a  letter  that  if 
she  could  not  sell  our  goods  and  all  together,  we  would  let  it  be,  and  I 
would  return,  if  God  gave  me  health  and  length  of  life.  For  I  am 
anxious  about  her  spiritual  life,  that  she  should  be  put  into  so  many 
temporal  worries.  Instead,  I  received  what  was  a  fair  price.  She  will 
be  ready  to  depart  at  the  end  of  this  month,  together  with  the  children, 
if  it  please  God — to  grant  her  a  happy  journey. 

It  would  be  very  lovely  if  'yu'  and  we  could  come  into  the  same 
neighborhood  here  in  America.  But  if  'yu'  are  to  have  your  work  [as 
pastor]  among  the  negroes,  then  we  will  be  several  hundred  miles  apart. 
I  intend  to  buy  land  when  my  family  arrives  here,  and  then  I  w^ill  go 
to  New  Stockholm  first  to  inquire.  There  are  some  Christian  acquaint- 
ances there.  Others  also  wish  to  go  along  where  I  go.  Farewell  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

Signed  by  a  fellow-pilgrim  to  Zion, 

N.  Brattlund. 


From  a  letter  written  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Esbjorn  to  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  An- 
dren  February  2,  1858,  we  quote  the  following: 

"Your  request  that  I  might  give  some  notices  concerning  the  congrega- 
tion I  gladly  comply  with,  but  I  have  not  much  to  mention,  and  what  I 
am  able  to  mention  can  not  very  well  be  done  without  reference  to  my- 
self. Yet  I  may  present  something.  During  the  summer  of  1848  the 
first  Swedish  immigrants  came  to  Andover  and  near  places,  except  Bishop 
Hill,  which  was  settled  in  1847.  They  had  then  no  other  access  to 
spiritual  care  than  that  (offered  by)  the  Swedish  Methodist  preacher 
J.  J.  Hedstrom  in  Victoria.  But  he  seems  at  this  time  to  have  been 
rather  slow  to  visit  them.  At  least  it  is  related  by  some  of  them  that 
they  had  ot  wait  half  a  year  for  his  visits  to  break  the  bread  of  life  to 
them,  alhtough  they  repeatedly  asked  himi  to  come.  During  the  summer 
of  1849  considerably  more  immigrants  arrived,  especially  from  Oster- 
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gotland,  most  of  whom  settled  in  Andover,  but  some  few  went  to  Rock 
Island.  Among  them  a  shoemaker,  Kindstrom,  now  living  on  an  island 
outside  of  Camden,  was  probably  the  first,  and  the  next  was  the  tailor 
Johanson  in  Moline,  October  24,  1849,  I  came  to  Andover  exhausted, 
having  been  down  sick  with  the  cholera  in  Chicago  fourteen  days.  As 
soon  as  I  was  able  I  began  to  hold  divine  services  for  the  Swedes  in  a 
schoolhouse  in  Andover,  and  later  in  the  fall  I  received  aid  from  the 
American  Home  Mission  Society  with  the  understanding  that  I  was  to 
preach  every  other  Sunday  in  Andover  and  Galesburg.  During  the  win- 
ter, if  I  correctly  remember  the  time,  I  also  went  down  to  Rock  Island 
sometimes  and  preached  to  the  Swedes  in  the  Court  House.  At  my  first 
visit  there  the  number  of  listeners  amounted  to  twelve,  which  com- 
prised all  the  Swedes  that  were  there.  At  my  next  visit  they  were 
thirty,  and  from  that  time  the  number  increased  more  and  more.  Soon 
the  Swedes  also  began  to  settle  in  Moline,  and  finally  they  were  more 
numerous  there  than  in  Rock  Island,  so  that  I  had  reason  to  preach 
more  frequently  in  Moline  than  in  Rock  Island.  What  I  endured  on 
these  trips,  how  often  I  was  stuck  in  marshes  and  sloughs,  so  that  there 
was  little  hope  that  either  I  or  the  horse  would  be  able  to  get  out,  can- 
not be  described.  And  it  is  not  necessary  either.  There  is  one  who 
knows  it. 

"After  I  had  arrived,  Mr.  Hedstrom's  indifference  w^as  changed  to 
the  most  stubborn  zeal  to  get  both  me  and  the  Swedes  to  go  over  to 
Methodism.  It  required  in  those  days,  when  I  was  alone  among  the 
people  that  were  not  accustomed  to  the  American  tricks  in  getting  pros- 
elytes, that  permitted  themselves  to  be  led  to  believe  that  American  lib- 
erty demanded,  or  at  least  permitted,  throwing  away  of  everything  old 
— even  the  truth — (it  required)  not  a  little  effort  to  defeat  these  at- 
tempts. Still,  we  succeeded  by  much  prayer  and  struggle  and  by  heed- 
ing the  passage:  "In  patience  ye  shall  win  your  souls." 

At  this  time  something  comical  happened  in  Moline.  Mr.  Hedstrom 
preached  to  the  Swedes  there  and  urged  them  to  become  Methodists, 
and  concluded  by  saying  that  those  who  now  desired  to  be  saved  (name- 
ly) through  Methodism  should  arise.  No  one  arose.  Then  he  reversed 
the  question,  presumably  counting  on  that  the  indifference  of  his  listen- 
ers would  also  now  cause  them  to  sit  still,  and  said:  "I  see  that  you 
misunderstood  me.  Let  every  one  who  does  not  desire  to  accept  the 
salvation  now  proffered  arise,  and  those  who  do,  remain  seated."  Then 
every  person  in  the  audience  arose,  and  the  preacher  became  confused. 

.  .  ."In  the  spring  of  1851  I  undertook  a  journey  to  the  eastern  states 
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in  order  to  raise  money  for  church  buildings.  During  eleven  weeks  I 
traveled  3,500  miles  and  visited  three  synods  and  a  number  of  con- 
gregations. During  the  trip  I  gathered,  if  I  remember  correctly,  about 
$2,200,  the  church  accounts  at  Andover  show  the  amount,  of  which 
Jenny  Lind  gave  $1,500  with  directions  to  build  at  the  most  important 
places. 

"Having  safely  arrived  home,  but  pretty  tired  from  the  journey,  I 
began  building  churches  in  Andover  and  Aloline,  paid  for  mainly  out 
of  the  money  raised,  to  the  amount  which  the  accounts  show.  The 
reason  why  a  church  was  built  in  Aloline  rather  than  in  Rock  Island 
was  partly  this,  that  there  were  more  Swedes  in  the  former  city  than  in 
the  latter  and  there  were  prospects  that  it  would  always  rem.ain  that 
way;  and  partly  this,  that  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  with  the 
most  prominent  among  the  German  Lutherans  in  Rock  Island,  that 
they  should  build  a  church  there  and  we  one  in  Moline,  and  that  we 
were  to  use  their  church  and  they  ours  when  the  owners  themselves  did 
not  need  them.  The  Swedes  kept  their  word,  but  the  Germans  have, 
regardless  of  many  reminders,  done  nothing  that  I  know. 

"The  Aloline  congregation  continued  to  be  served  by  m.e,  as  well  as 
could  be  done,  until  they  got  their  own  pastor.  Nevertheless  I  must 
confess  that  my  visits  there  became  steadily  fewer,  because  health  and 
strength  declined  after  the  extensive  journey  and  because  of  my  many 
domestic  sorrows.  Any  one  that  might  think  that  I  have  been  and  still 
am  comparatively  inactive  should  consider  all  this,  and  besides  bear  in 
mind  that  I  already  in  Sweden  had  worked  so  for  the  cause  of  God  and 
His  Kingdom,  that  my  friends,  who  knew  what  I  passed  through  there, 
wondered  how  body  and  soul  could  hang  together.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  either  that  a  licentiate  of  our  synod,  C.  J.  Vallentine,  was 
in  charge  of  the  church  in  Aloline  for  a  time,  from  1852  until  some 
time  in  the  spring  of  1853. 

"You  see.  Brother,  that  it  is  but  little  that  I  can  relate,  and,  as  I 
said,  I  have  not  been  able  to  present  it  without  frequently  mentioning 
myself.  But  I  have  not  been  able  to  evade  it  any  more  than  Aeneas 
could  evade  his  'quorum  pars  m.axima  fui." 

L.   P,  ESBJORX. 
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Greeting 

The  First  Lutheran  Church  of  Moline  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  third  oldest  of  all  the  congregations  of  the  Augustana  Synod.  It 
was  called  into  being  under  the  supervision  of  the  founder  of  our  work 
in  America,  the  Rev.  Prof;  L.  P.  Esbjorn.  It  is  therefore  old  and 
historic.    Within  its  compass  of  years  is  included  the  entire  story  of  the 


DR.  G.  A.  BRANDELLE, 
President  of  Augustana  Synod. 


endeavors  of  the  Swedish  Lutherans  in  America  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  up  to  the  present  time. 

Its  mission  has  always  been  to  herald  forth  the  Gospel  of  the  salva- 
tion which  is  in  Jesus,  and  what  experiences  it  has  had  in  the  doing 
of  this.  In  the  beginning  of  its  career  it  met  with  the  most  violent 
opposition  from  those  it  would  serve.  By  degrees  this  yielded  to  the 
movings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  and  there  came  showers  of  blessings. 

The  present  large  and  beautiful  house  of  worship  was  built  as  a 
monument  to  the  victories  of  the  previous  days  as  also  to  the  faith  of 
the  fathers.    At  the  time  it  was  one  of  the  very  few  commodious  and 


churchly  churches  of  the  Synod,  and  in  its  early  days  it  was  filled  to 
overflowing  mornings  and  evenings. 

The  opposition,  however,  was  not  overcome.  It  continued  to  pour 
forth  its  withering  fire.  The  membership  of  the  church  knew,  however, 
whom  it  had  believed  and  continued  along  the  wellbeaten  path.  To- 
day the  enemy  is  not  so  outspoken  and  confident,  he  has  retreated  some- 
what but  he  is  still  here. 

This  church  has  done  a  wonderful  work  among  the  thousands  of  our 
people  that  have  passe^^  ^-ough  or  have  lived  in  Moline  during  the 
past  three  fourths  of  a  centL-ry.  Its  service  to  Augustana  College  and 
Theological  Seminary  has  also  been  significant.  But  the  services  of  this 
church  and  those  of  Augustana  College  and  Theological  Seminary  have 
been  reciprocal. 

From  this  church  has  also  gone  forth  four  other  congregations,  each 
of  whom  in  its  turn  has  been  faithful  in  heralding  the  advent  of  the 
Redeemer  and  of  pointing  to  Him  as  the  only  hope  of  the  individual  and 
of  the  world  as  a  whole. 

Sincerely  appreciating  the  life  story  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  of 
Moline,  we  offer  our  most  cordial  felicitations  and  pray  that  its  efforts 
mav  be  constantly  increased  and  continued  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

The  Lamb  shall  overcom.e  them  (the  enemies),  for  He  is  Lord  of 
lords  and  King  of  kings;  and  they  also  shall  overcome  that  are  with 
Him,  called  and  chosen  and  faithful.    Rev.  17.  14. 

G.  A.  Brandelle. 


Greeting 

To  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  Aloline,  111.,  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  2,  1925. 

Alay  I  bring  you  a  word  of  greeting  at  your  Diamond  Jubilee  not 
only  from  myself,  but  from  the  Illinois  Conference,  which  held  its  first 
meeting,  as  the  Mississippi  Conference,  in  your  First  Church  June  6,  7- 
8  and  9,  1853?  The  Conference  joins  with  you  in  giving  thanks  to 
God  at  the  close  of  the  first  three-quarter  century  of  your  history. 

You  are  looking  back  upon  seventy-five  years  of  divine  blessings  re- 
ceived, and  seventy-five  years  of  services  rendered.  The  gospel  of  sal- 
vation has  been  preached  in  your  congregation  these  seventy-five  years 
and  its  saving  truths  taught  to  the  young  and  the  old.  The  sacraments 
have  been  administered  in  accordance  with  their  institution.  Pioneer 
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pastors  and  godly  men  of  more  recent  years  have  shepherded  this  flock 
of  God.  Sinners  have  been  saved  for  the  Kingdom  of  Glory,  and  saved 
for  a  life  of  service  in  the  Kingdom  of  Grace.  You  have  stood  firm  "in 
the  faith,  once  delivered  to  the  Saints."  You  have  faithfully  trans- 
planted into  the  life  of  America  the  conservative  Lutheranism  of  the 
Mother  Church  across  the  sea.  It  has  been  your  privilege  to  give  spir- 
itual care  to  the  school  family  at  Augustana  College  and  Theological 


DR.  PETER  PETERSON, 
President  of  Illinois  Conference. 


Seminary.  Many  a  homesick  student  has  been  a  welcome  guest  in  the 
hospitable  homes  of  your  members.  Your  past  history  bears  the  stamp 
of  a  living  faith,  fervent  piety,  and  zeal  for  the  Zion  of  God.  May  it 
always  be  so. 

You  are  the  second  congregation  organized  by  Patriarch  Esbjorn, 
the  second  oldest  sister  in  the  synodical  family.  Yours  has  been  a  posi- 
tion of  leadership  in  the  family  of  churches.  New  conditions  confront 
us  now;  new  problems  present  themselves;  new  tasks  await  us;  new 
responsibilities  are  placed  upon  us ;  new  opportunities  knock  at  our  doors. 
From  larger  fields  is  heard  the  invitation:  "Come  over  and  help  us." 


6i 

As  you  now  live  and  act  in  this  new  era,  may  you  be  true  to  your  tra- 
ditions. May  you  continue  to  lead.  Lead,  because  you  yourself  are  led 
by  the  chief  Shepherd.  May  you  serve,  because  you  belong  to  Him 
who  "came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister  and  give  His  life 
a  ransom  for  many." 

With  gratitude  for  the  past,  and  prayerful  best  wishes  for  the  fu- 
ture, I  am  Yours  in  the  Master's  Service, 

Peter  Peterson, 
President  of  Illinois  Conference. 


Greeting 

Augustana  College  and  Theological  Seminary  joins  most  heartily  in 
the  greetings  which  come  from  all  quarters  to  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Moline,  as  it  now  celebrates  the  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary 
of  its  founding.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  churches  of  our  Synod, 
founded  the  same  year  as  Andover,  the  oldest  one,  in  1850.  When  the 
congregation  was  but  three  years  old,  pastors  and  laymen  gathered  in 
the  Moline  Church,  then  humble  in  its  appearance,  and  founded  the 
Illinois  Conference  in  1853.  Moline  Church  soon  became  one  of  the 
very  largest  in  the  Augustana  Synod,  as  the  population  of  Moline  was 
and  is  largely  of  Northern  and  Lutheran  origin.  The  work  of  its  pastors, 
too,  has  been  most  devoted,  and  God  has  made  this  Mother  Church  of 
these  three  cities  and  surroundings  an  important  beacon  light  in  His 
Kingdom. 

When  Augustana  College  and  Seminary  was  going  to  move  away 
from  Paxton  in  the  early  70's,  the  presence  of  the  strong  Lutheran 
Church  of  Moline  with  the  Lutheran  population  of  the  city,  attracted 
our  fathers  so  that  they  decided  to  locate  the  institution  of  learning 
near  this  center.  There  was  some  thought  of  putting  the  institution 
right  in  the  city  of  Moline ;  but  a  tract  of  land  which  our  fathers  con- 
sidered suitable,  located  between  the  business  centers  of  Moline  and 
Rock  Island,  was  finally  chosen ;  this  tract  is  in  the  territory  of  the 
city  of  Rock  Island. 

Thus  Augustana  College  and  Seminary  came  to  be  located  in  the 
oldest  district  in  our  Synod,  in  which  also  our  evangelical  Lutheran 
work  is  to-day  represented.    It  is  likewise  centrally  located  for  all  parts 
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of  our  Synod;  I  feel  certain  that  the  guidance  of  God  brought  our 
institution  to  its  present  location. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  history  of  our  institution  at  Rock  Island, 
almost  all  the  teachers  belonged  to  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  Mo- 
line,  and  we  students  regularly  attended  the  services  in  Moline.  At  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  our  coming  to  Rock  Island,  our  speakers  re- 
minded us  how  the  students  of  Augustana  took  very  active  part  in  the 


DK.  GLST.W  AXDRKKX, 
President  of  Augustana  College  and  Theological  Seminary. 

religious  work  and  the  great  revival  movements  of  the  Moline  church 
in  the  late  70's  as  well  as  afterwards. 

The  undersigned  received  his  instruction  as  a  catechumen  from  Rev 
Axel  Setterdahl.  Everv  pastor  since  him  has  shown  the  members  of 
Augustana  College  and  Seminary  a  great  kindness  in  all  their  relations 
and  in  their  work.  Even  to  this  day  First  Moline  church  is  one  of 
the  places  which  teachers  and  students  visit  a  great  deal,  and  not  a  few 
of  the  college  familv  belong  to  this  old  mother  church  Augustana 
therefore  feels  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  First  Lutheran  Church 
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of  Moline  with  its  importance  and  its  significance,  our  institution  of 
learning  would  never  have  been  located  here.  Historically  our  roots 
are  intertwined,  and  Augustana  feels  most  intimately  connected  with  the 
church's  history  and  with  its  development.  Hence  on  this  Anniver- 
sary Day  we  express  both  our  gratitude  for  all  that  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  of  Moline  has  meant  to  our  Institution,  and  also  our  deep  ap- 
preciation of  the  work  accomplished  during  these  seventy-five  years  for 
the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Its  work  will  surely  continue  as  long  as  the  world  stands,  and  the 
fruits  of  its  labors  belong  to  eternity. 

GUSTAV  AXDREEN. 


Pioneers  and  Leaders 


Peter  Lind  came  to  Moline  in  1856,  was  confirmed  by  Rev.  O.  C.  T. 
Andren  in  1858  and  has  been  continuously  a  member  of  the  church, 
has  served  as  deacon  two  terms  and  as  trustee  for  many  years,  part  of 
this  time  during  the  building  of  the  church.    He  served  in  the  civil 


PETER  E.  LIND.  PETER  COLSETH. 


war,  was  a  member  of  the  first  quartette  which  sang  at  the  services 
and  also  of  the  first  choir.  He  has  been  a  communicant  member  for 
67  years  and  is  still  a  regular  attendant  at  services  though  past  81  years. 

Peter  Colseth  was  in  his  day  among  us  a  man  of  strong  influence. 
There  was  deep  piety,  forceful  character,  judicious  judgment  and  de- 
pendable manliness  to  him.  Easily  the  first  layman  of  our  congregation 
during  his  years  in  Moline,  his  activities  in  our  church  were  of  lasting 
importance.    He  was  the  one  who  planned  our  church  as  also  Immanuel 
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in  Chicago,  Immanuel  in  Omaha,  and 
our  church  at  Oakland,  Nebraska.  In 
our  Church  Council,  in  Sunday-school, 
in  Young  People's  work,  and  in  general, 
his  word  had  weight.  There  was  sturdy 
insistence  on  his  conviction  quite  often, 
but  always  a  reasoned  conviction  which 
caused  men  to  take  note.  Few  laymen 
in  our  congregation's  history  have  left  as 
strong  an  impress  upon  the  life  of  our 
First  Lutheran  Church  as  Peter  Colseth. 
In  private  he  was  a  genial  and  delighting 
man. 


C.  G.  THULIN. 


DR.   HELEN   B.  BODELSON, 
member  of  first  confirmation  class,  1S56. 
Lives  in  New  Boston,  111. 


The  Faithful  Wives  of  Our  Pastors 


MRS.  G.  PETERS. 
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MRS.  C.  A,  HEMBORG. 


MRS.  L.  A.  JOHNSTON. 


MRS.  A.  F.  BERGSTROM. 


MRS.  C.  0.  MORLAND. 


72 


Professors  of  the  Augustana  Theol.  Seminary 
who  are  members  of  Our  Church 


DR.   ADOLF  HULT.  DR.  C.  E.  LINDBERG. 


J 


officers 


Deacons  and  Trustees 

Between  the  years  1850  and  1857  the  following  officers  are  men- 
tioned, but  it  is  not  specified  whether  they  were  deacons  or  trustees:  C. 
Johnson,  S.  Jakobson,  N.  Rundquist,  L.  P.  Esbjorn,  Olof  Nordin,  and 
G.  Erikson,  N.  J.  Erikson,  C.  Lindeman,  Vallentin,  Per  Larson,  Per 
Bodelson,  J.  Holmquist,  Lars  J.  Johnson,  John  Jakobson,  John  John- 
son, Gust  Erikson,  C.  G.  Gustafson  and  C.  M.  Carlson. 
1857.    Deacons:    C.  Lindeman,  N.  J.  Erikson,  J.  Holmquist,  J.  Jakobson,  Per 
Bodelson,  Nils  Swanson. 
Trustees:    O.  C.  T.  Andren,  N.  J.  Erikson,  Per  Larson,  Johannes  Ja- 
kobson, John  Holmquist. 
i860.    Deacons:    C.  Lindeman,  N.  J.  Erikson,  Per  Larson. 

Trustees:    J.  Jakobson,  Jonas  Larson,  A.  Sjolin. 
1862.    Deacons:    O.  P.  Lund,  C  Felleson,  Lars  J.  Johnson,  John  Peterson,  N. 
J.  Erikson    E.  Norlinder. 
Trustees:    Per  Larson,  A.  Sjolin,  N.  Dahlgren,  N.  G.  Engvall,  A.  Vik- 
strdm. 

1864.  Deacons:  J.  Holmquist,  Per  Hanson. 

Trustees:  N.  J.   Erikson,  N.   Dahlgren,  J.   Holmquist,  J.   Skepper,  A. 
Sjdlin,  Per  Hanson. 

1865.  Deacons:    John  Holmquist,  Per  Larson,  A.  P.  Lund,  C.  Felleson. 
Trustees:  N.  J.  Erikson,  L.  J.  Johnson. 

1866.  Deacons:  A.  Freed,  Per  Larson. 
Trustees:  C.  A.  Berglund,  Olof  Nilson. 

1867.  Deacons:  Per  Hanson,  Olof  Nilson. 
Trustees:  P.  V.  Nelson,  J.  Larson. 

1868.  Deacons:  J.  Swanson,  N.  P.  Johnson,  Per  Swanson. 
Trustees:  Olof  Peterson,  P.  Lind,  N.  Lundahl. 

1869.  Deacons:  A.  Nilson,  N.  P.  Johnson,  B.  A.  Blom. 
Trustees:  A.  Sjolin,  J.  Lind,  P.  Felling. 

1870.  Deacons:  P.  Hanson,  P,  Felling,  A.  Pehrson. 
Trustees:  J.  Pierce,  O.  Lind,  A.  Shallberg,  L.  Westberg. 

1871.  Deacons:  J.  Setterstrom,  A.  Nilson,  O.  Hjelm,  O.  Hult,  J.  V.  Esping,  J. 

Svenson. 
Trustees:  L.  N.  Larson. 
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1872.  Deacons:  N.  J.  Erikson,  N.  Chester,  C.  J.  Bergblom,  A.  Kinvall. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  C.  J.  Westerdahl,  J.  Lind. 

1873.  Deacons:  P.  Lind,       Hult,  A.  Kinvall. 
Trustees:  A.  Welander,  N.  Chester. 

1874.  Deacons:  J.  Swanson,  A.  Nelson. 
Trustees:  O.  Hult,  P.  Hanson. 

1875.  Deacons:  P.  Colseth,  N.  J.  Erikson,  N.  Chester,  C.  J.  Bergblom. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  A.  Shallberg. 

1876:    Deacons:   O.  Hult,  P.  Lind,  J.  W.  Esping. 
Trustees:  P.  Knutson,  N.  Chester. 

1877.  Deacons:  C.  J.  Bergblom,  A.  Lind,  J.  Lundquist. 
Trustees:  P.  Hanson,  J.  H.  Wistrand. 

1878.  Deacons:  N.  J.  Erikson,  Otto  Johnson,  J.  P.  Berg. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  J.  Pears. 

1879.  Deacons:  O.  Hult,  P.  Lind,  J.  W.  Esping. 
Trustees:  N.  Chester,  C.  H.  Bohman. 

1880.  Deacons:  P.  Colseth,  A.  Lind,  C.  J.  Bergblom. 
Trustees:  J.  H.  Wistrand,  P.  Hanson. 

1881.  Deacons:  J.  A.  P.  Berg,  Otto  Johnson,  E.  Gustus. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  J.  Pears. 

1882.  Deacons:  O.  Hult,  C  J.  Larson,  A.  G.  Anderson. 
Trustees:  C.  H.  Bohman,  A.  Freed. 

1883.  Deacons:  P.  Colseth,  A.  Lind,  G.  Toline. 
Trustees:  J.  H.  Wistrand,  C.  G.  Thulin. 

1884.  Deacons:  J.  Astrom,  C.  J.  Bergblom,  Otto  Johnson,  E.  Gustus. 
Trustees:  J.  A.  Godehn,  P.  Hanson. 

1885.  Deacons:  O.  Hult,  P.  Colseth. 
Trustees:  A.  Freed,  A.  J.  Anderson. 

1886.  Deacons:  G.  Toline,  A.  Peterson,  A.  G.  Anderson. 
Trustees:  C.  G.  Thulin,  P.  Lind,  A.  Shalline. 

1887.  Deacons:  C.  J.  Bergblom,  Otto  Johnson,  E.  Gustus. 
Trustees:  A.  J.  Anderson,  A.  Shalline. 

1888.  Deacons.  J.  Astrom,  Louis  Astrom,  A.  O.  Bersell. 
Trustees:  A.  J.  Anderson,  A.  Freed. 

1889.  Deacons:  A.  Petereson,  A.  G.  Anderson,  G.  Toline. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  H.  Rundquist. 

1890.  Deacons:  C.  J.  Bergblom,  A.  Goranson. 
Trustees:  C.  G.  Josephson,  J.  A.  Godehn. 

1891.  Deacons:  J.  Astrom,  C.  P.  Bohman,  J.  F.  Freeman. 
Trustees:  A.  Freed,  A.  J.  Anderson. 

1892.  Deacons:  A.  Peterson,  G.  Lindahl,  C.  Holmgren. 
Trustees:  P.  Lind,  F.  A.  Landee,  A.  P.  Lundquist. 

1893.  Deacons:  Otto  Johnson,  A.  Goranson,  G.  Toline. 
Trustees:  J.  A.  Godehn,  A.  P.  Lundquist. 

1894.  Deacons:  J.  Astrom,  C.  P.  Bohman,  O.  Hult. 
Trustees:  A.  J.  Anderson,  H.  Kohler. 

1895.  Deacons:  G.  Lindahl,  A.  Peterson,  A.  Johnson. 
Trustees:  F.  A.  Landee,  A.  V.  Esterdahl. 


1896.  Deacons:  G.  Toline,  E.  Gustus,  A.  Martinson. 
Trustees:  G.  W.  Johnson,  O.  Stephenson. 

1897.  Deacons:  O.  Hult,  C.  P.  Bohman,  J.  Astrom,  W.  R.  Gidding. 
Trustees:  A.  J.  Anderson,  H.  Kohler. 

1898.  Deacons:  Gust  Lindahl,  W.  Gidding,  P.  O.  Ern. 
Trustees:  G.  Lindahl,  A.  V.  Esterdahl,  C.  H.  Godehn. 

1899.  Deacons:  Gust  Toline,  E.  Gustus,  Otto  Johnson. 
Trustees:  A.  Freed,  A.  Shallene. 

1900.  Deacons:  C.  P.  Bohman,  P.  Palmquist,  J.  Astrom. 
Trustees:  C.  H.  Godehn,  E.  Engstrom. 

1901.  Deasons:  Gust  Lindahl,  K.  M.  Holmberg,  Emil  N.  Johnson. 
Trustees:  A.  V.  Esterdahl,  Gust  Lindahl,  L.  Nordgren. 

1902.  Deacons:  Gust  Toline,  E.  Gustus,  Otto  Johnson. 
Trustees:  E.  L.  Nordgren,  C.  J.  Swanson. 

1903.  Deacons:  John  Astrom,  C.  P.  Bohman,  Alfred  Erickson. 
Trustees:  C.  H.  Godehn,  E.  Engstrom. 

1904.  Deacons:  K.  M.  Holmberg,  Gust  K.  Lindahl,  Oscar  Brissman. 
Trustees:  Andrew  Peterson,  Martin  Johnson. 

1905.  Deacons:  Gust  Toline,  E.  E.  Gustus,  Otto  Johnson. 
Trustees:  E.  L.  Nordgren,  C.  J.  Swanson. 

1906.  Deacons:  C.  P.  Bohman,  Alfred  Erickson,  B.  A.  Fagerberg. 
Trustees:  E.  Engstrom,  F.  A.  Landee,  C.  M.  Fredrickson. 

1907.  Deacons:  Oscar  Brissman,  Andrew  Johnson,  Emil  Anderson. 
Trustees:  Andrew  Peterson,  C.  M.  Fredrickson,  C.  H.  Godehn,  J.  F. 

Freeman,  Chas.  G.  Goodmanson. 

1908.  Deacons:  Gust  Toline,  August  Swanson,  Andrew  Peterson. 
Trustees:  E.  L.  Nordgren,  C.  J.  Swanson,  Chas.  G.  Goodmanson. 

1909.  Deacons:  C.  P.  Bohman,  Alfred  Erickson,  B.  A.  Fagerberg,  Ben  Benson, 

Albin  Edlen. 

Trustees:  E.  Engstrom,  F.  A.  Landee,  J.  F.  Freeman. 

1910.  Deacons:  Oscar  Brissman,  Andrew  Johnson,  Albin  Edlen. 
Trustees:  C.  H.  Godehn,  C.  M.  Fredrickson,  Mauritz  Johnson. 

1911.  Deacons:  Andrew  Peterson,  August  Swanson,  Ben  Benson. 
Trustees:  E.  L.  Nordgren,  C.  J.  Swanson,  S.  H.  Forsberg. 

1912.  Deacons:  C.  P.  Bohman,  Alfred  Erickson,  E.  A.  Fagerberg. 
Trustees:  F.  A.  Landee,  J.  F.  Freeman,  E.  Engstrom. 

1913.  Deacons:  Oscar  Brissman,  Andrew  Johnson,  Albin  Edlen. 
Trustees:  C.  M.  Fredrickson,  Martin  J.  Anderson,  Charles  Carlstedt. 

1914.  Deacons:  Andrew  Peterson,  August  Swanson,  Martin  N.  Johnson. 
Trustees:  E.  L.  Nordgren,  S.  H.  Forsberg,  E.  H.  Herrstrum. 

1915.  Deacons:  C.  P.  Bohman,  Alfred  Erickson,  Carl  Peterson. 
Trustees:  F.  A.  Landee,  J.  F.  Freeman,  Eric  Engstrom. 

1916.  Deacons:  A.  G.  Edlen,  Oscar  Brissman,  C.  H.  Johnson. 
Trustees:  Martin  Anderson,  C.  M.  Carlstedt,  Clark  Anderson. 

1917.  Deacons:  August  Swanson,  Martin  Johnson,  Andrew  Johnson. 
Trustees:  S.  H.  Forsberg,  E.  H.  Herrstrum,  Oscar  Eckerman. 

1918.  Deacons:  Alfred  Erickson,  C.  P.  Bohman,  Carl  Peterson. 
Trustees:  J.  F.  Freeman,  Gust  Peterson,  Harold  Engstrom. 
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1919-    Deacons:  C.  H.  Johnson,  Oscar  Brissman,  Albin  Edlen. 

Trustees:  Martin  Anderson,  Clark  Anderson,  C.  M.  Fredrickson. 

1920.  Deacons:  Gunnard  Carlson,  Dr.  Andrew  Johnson,  August  Brissman. 
Trustees:  S.  H.  Forsberg,  Ernest  Herrstrum,  Oscar  Eckerman. 

1921.  Deacons:  Alfred  Erickson,  Ben  Benson,  Carl  J.  Peterson. 

Trustees:  J.   F.   Freeman,   H,  W.  Engstrom,   O.   E.   Holmquist,  Hugo 
Wahlgren. 

1922.  Deacons:  Oscar  Brissman,  A.  G.  Edlen,  C.  H.  Johnson. 
Trustees:  Martin  Anderson,  Hugo  Wahlgren,  C.  E.  Peterson. 

1923.  Deacons:  Dr.  Andrew  Johnson,  August  Brissman,  Philip  Hoogner. 
Trustees:  A.  V.  Esterdahl,  A.  J.  Swanson,  S.  H.  Forsberg. 

1924.  Deacons:  Alfred  Erickson,  Carl  J.  Peterson,  John  Holmer. 
Trustees:  O.  E.  Holmquist,  C.  W.  Kronholm,  C.  Mauritz  Johnson. 

1925.  Deacons:  Oscar  Brissman,  John  A.  F.  Peterson,  Chas.  A.  Carlson. 
Trustees:  Martin  Anderson,  Hugo  Wahlgren,  Robert  Lundahl. 

Secretaries 

C.  Lindman  to  1858;  Per  Larson  1858-1860;  A.  Sjolin  1861-1862;  P.  V.  Nel- 
son 1863;  Per  Hanson  1864-1867;  J.  Elmstedt  1868-1869;  Per  Hanson  1870- 
1872;  N.  Chester  1873-1877;  C.  G.  Thulin  1878-1881;  J.  F.  Ring  1882;  P.  Col- 
seth  1883;  J.  Hasselquist  1884;  J.  A.  Godehn  1885-1886;  A.  G.  Anderson  1887- 
1888;  J.  A.  Godehn  1889-1892;  C.  Holmgren  1893-1895 ;  J.  A.  Godehn  1896- 
1915;  John  Hoglund  1916-18;  E.  L.  Nordgren  1919-1920;  John  Sward  1921-. 

Church  Treasury 

The  following  trustees  have  held  the  office  of  Church  Treasurer:  Before 
1873  N.  J.  Erikson,  Per  Larson  and  J.  Lind.  Nils  Chester  1873-1877;  J.  H. 
Wistrand  1878-1881  ;  Per  Hanson  1882-1886;  C.  G.  Josephson  1887-1889;  A. 
J.  Anderson  1890-1898 ;  C.  H.  Godehn  1899-1905,  1907-1912;  F.  A.  Landee, 
1906;  8.  H.  Forsberg  1913- 

Mission  Treasury 

The  Church  Council  has  had  charge  of  the  Mission  Treasury  of  the  con- 
gregation and  has  been  responsible  for  the  ingathering  of  means  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  following  have  served  as  Mission  Treasurers:  Rev.  A.  G.  Setter- 
dahl  1875-1878;  Otto  Johnson  1879-1880;  E.  Gustus  1881-1883  ;  J.  Astrom 
1884-1886;  G.  Toline  1887-1891 ;  G.  Lindahl  1892-1901 ;  K.  M.  Holmberg 
1 902-1 903  ;  John  Astrom  1 904-1 905  ;  Alfred  Erickson  1906-1908  ;  August  Swan- 
son  1909-1912;  A.  G,  Edlen  1913-1924;  Chas.  A.  Carlson  1925- 

Collectors 

G.  Lindahl  1896-June  1910;  Chas.  Godehn  July  1910-1911;  Edna  Swanson 
1912-1915;  Oscar  Bohman  1916-1917;  Hilma  Bohman  1918;  Ellen  Olson  1919- 
1921;  Elsie  Astrom  1922-24;  Jennie  Astrom  1925-. 
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Present  Officers  in  the  Church  and  the  Organizations 

The  Board  of  Administration:  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland,  president;  Carl  J.  Pe- 
terson, secretary. 

The  Church  Council:  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland,  president,  Carl  J.  Peterson,  sec- 
retary; Chas.  A.  Carlson,  mission  treasurer;  Alfred  Erickson,  vice  president; 
Oscar  Brissman,  August  Brissman,  Philip  Hoogner,  John  Holmer,  J.  A.  F.  Pe- 
terson and  C.  H.  Johnson. 

The  Board  of  Trustees:  A.  V.  Esterdahl,  president;  O.  E.  Holmquist,  vice 
president;  Martin  J.  Anderson  secretary;  S.  H.  Forsberg,  treasurer;  A.  J. 
Swanson,  Hugo  Wahlgren,  C.  W.  Kronholm,  Robert  Lundahl  and  C.  E.  Pe- 
terson. 

The  Mission  Society:  Mrs.  Emma  Lindstrom,  president;  Mrs.  E,  Herrstrum, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Ladies'  Aid:  Mrs.  8.  H.  Forsberg,  president;  Mrs.  Clark  Anderson, 
secretary;  Mrs.  Carrie  Rundquist,  treasurer. 

The  Sorosis  Society:  Miss  Gertrude  Johnson,  president;  Miss  Alice  Carlson, 
vice-president;  Miss  Evalina  Anderson,  secretary;  Miss  Hilma  Bohman,  treas- 
urer. 

The  Veronica  Society:  Mrs.  C.  R.  Crakes,  president;  Mrs.  John  Brown,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  George  Landee,  secretary;  Mrs.  A.  P.  Berzelius,  treasurer. 

The  Young  People's  Society:  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland  president;  Oscar  An- 
dreen,  vice-president;  Dorothy  Lindquist,  secretary;  Hilma  Bohman,  treasurer. 

The  Willing  Workers:  Miss  Hannah  Wahlberg,  leader. 

The  Loyal  Helpers:  Elinor  Johnson,  president;  Evelyn  Hemmingson,  vice- 
president  and  secretary;  Marion  Engbloom,  treasurer. 

The  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society:  Mrs.  C.  O.  Morland, 
president;  Mrs.  G.  A.  Brandelle,  vice-president;  Mrs.  A.  G.  Edlen,  secretary; 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Berzelius,  treasurer. 

The  Men's  Society:  Theodore  L.  Toline,  president;  Curt  Lundeen,  vice-presi- 
dent; Alfred  Forsberg,  secretary;  Clarence  Bohman,  treasurer. 

The  Junior  Sorosis  Society:  Alice  Verme,  president;  Mildred  Johnson  vice- 
president;  Ethel  Hogberg,  secretary;  Ruth  Peterson,  treasurer. 

The  Junior  Lutheran  Brotherhood:  Hilding  Johnson,  president;  Oscar  An- 
dreen,  vice-president;  Earl  Brissman,  secretary;  Bert  Schell,  treasurer. 

Secretary:  John  A.  Sward. 

Organist:  Miss  Grace  Lindberg. 

Superintendent  of  Sunday  School:  August  Brissman. 
Assistant  Superintendent:  Alfred  Erickson. 
Collector:  Miss  Jennie  Astrom. 
Janitor:    John  Nelson. 

Music  Committee:  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland,  president;  Miss  Grace  Lindberg, 
secretary;  Dr.  Adolf  Hult,  Dr.  O.  H.  Bostrom,  Adolf  Hult,  Jr. 

Church  Choir:  Dr.  O.  H.  Bostrom,  director;  Adolf  Hult,  Jr.,  president. 
Junior  Choir:  Miss  Grace  Lindberg,  director. 
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Organists 

The  first  regular  organist  was  Mrs.  O.  C.  T.  Andren.  After  her, 
Tornvall  and  Soderling  served.  From  1869  the  following  have  served 
as  organist:  A.  Lind,  2  years;  A.  Kinvall,  4  years;  Alma  Lind,  6  years; 


ALMA  LIND-SWENSSON. 
Organist  1875—1880. 


J.  F.  Ring,  2  years;  Nellie  Hanson,  i  year;  Dr.  G.  Stolpe,  15  years; 
Alma  Larson,  ^  year;  Prof.  Geo.  N.  Benson,  10  years;  Wilhelmina 
Wistrand,  8  years  and  4  months;  Amy  Granlund,  2  years  and  8  months; 
Grace  Lindberg,  from  January,  1922 — 


DR.  GUSTAV  STOLPE. 
Organist  1883—1900. 
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PROF.  GEO.  N.  BENSON. 


MRS.  H.  C.  ALDEN. 
(Amy  Granlund) 


GRACE  LINDBERG. 
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Sextons 

Nils  Svenson  was  the  first  regular  sexton,  being  elected  June  17th, 
1858.  He  was  followed  by  A.  Sjolin,  J.  Satterstrom  served  in  1869; 
N.  Nordling  1 870-1 872;  A.  Kinvall  1873;  J.  Forsberg  1874;  C.  M. 
Peterson  1875-1876;  A.  Landstrom  1877-1882;  C.  J.  Bergblom  1883; 
J.  A.  Holm  1884-1889;  J.  Lindell  1 890-1 89 1  ;  J.  A.  Holm  1892- 
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NILS  SVENSON.  JOHN  NELSON,  present  janitor. 


1901  ;  Gust  K.  Lindahl  1902-1907;  Eric  Gustus  1908-1914;  John 
Nelson  from  191 5 — . 

In  1887  the  following  rules  for  sexton  were  adopted:  That  the  church 
be  ventilated  twice  a  week;  that  the  windows  be  opened  when  the 
church  is  swept ;  that  the  church  be  kept  neat  and  clean,  both  in  and 
out;  that  it  be  the  duty  of  the  sexton  to  keep  up  the  fire  and  keep  the 
school-rooms  clean. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  read  the  rules  adopted  in  1858  that  are  as 
follows:    "He  should  open  the  church  in  proper  time  for  services  or 
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when  school  is  held;  fire,  ventilate,  dust,  and  scrub  the  floor  at  least 
three  or  four  times  a  week;  ring  the  bell  three  times  for  morning  serv- 
ices and  Christmas  Matin  (Julotta)  with  several  minutes'  interval; 
keep  the  lamps  in  good  order;  carry  the  melodeon  carefully  before  the 
services  from  the  parsonage  to  the  church  and  back  again  after  the 
services ;  assist  at  baptism ;  clean  the  communion  vessels ;  keep  the  shades 
in  order ;  fetch  and  return  the  church  key  to  the  parsonage ;  cannot 
without  a  valid  excuse  have  a  substitute ;  pay  for  all  that  he  breaks  or 
injures."  The  twentieth  rule  read  as  follows:  "The  sexton's  most  im- 
portant obligation  is,  at  all  occasions,  to  exhibit  respect  and  reverence 
for  the  Lord  God  and  His  holy  Word,  His  sanctuary  and  His  servants, 
and  besides  with  utmost  carefulness  tend  the  fire."  If  he  should  fail  in 
this  respect  the  committee  proposed  that  he  should  be  instantly  dis- 
charged from  his  office.  The  committee's  proposition  was  adopted  June 
17th  the  same  year. 

Nils  Svenson  and  wife  Kjersti  were  married  July  25th,  1857,  by  Rev. 
O.  C.  T.  Andren  in  the  old  parsonage  in  Moline.  It  was  this  Nils 
Svenson  who  was  elected  the  first  sexton  of  the  church  and  who  had  the 
great  responsibility  of  carrying  the  melodeon  to  and  from  the  church. 
He  was  also  a  deacon  in  the  church.  This  God-fearing  couple  moved 
to  Chisago  Lake,  Minn.,  and  later  to  Vasa,  Minn.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  but  only  three  are  now  living,  namely:  J.  A. 
Svenson,  in  the  office  of  the  state  auditor,  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Rev.  S.  D. 
Hawkins,  pastor  in  Bunnell,  Minn.,  and  Mrs.  N.  G.  Anderson,  Vasa, 
Minn.  From  the  last-named  family,  one  son.  Rev.  N.  William  Ander- 
son, Mora,  Minn.,  was  ordained  1924.  Thus  it  can  be  said  that  Mo- 
line's  first  sexton  family  has  given  to  the  Augustana  Synod  two  pastors. 

S.  D.  H. 


christian  Instruction 


The  Parochial  School 


HE  congregation  has  from  its  early  beginning  endeavored 
to  maintain  school  for  the  Christian  instruction  of  the  chil- 
dren. Nearly  every  year  Parochial  School  has  been  held 
from  eight  to  nine  mionths.    The  school  has  been  attended 


not  only  by  children  from  the  congregation,  but  also  by  many  others. 
Annually,  between  lOO  and  150  children  have  regularly  attended  the 
parochial  school.  Besides,  school  has  been  held  in  the  summer  time  on 
recommendation  from  the  church  council.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
school  work  has  been  a  costly  undertaking  for  the  congregation,  but  we 
have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  it  has  been  a  profitable  work. 

Before  1869  Mr.  Tornvall  and  Air.  Soderling  are  mentioned  as  the 
first  regular  teachers.  We  mention  herewith  the  namies  of  those  who 
have  served  as  school  teachers  from  1869:  1869,  C.  P.  Rydholm ;  1870, 
Nordling;  1871-74,  A.  Kinvall ;  1875-79,  S,  Odell ;  1879-80,  O.  A. 
Landell;  1880,  O.  V.  Ostlund,  C.  A.  Vallentin  and  Mrs.  Ring;  1881, 
A.  Nelson,  Hulda  Bolin  and  Aliss  Rodelius ;  1882,  A.  Nelson  and 
Nelly  Hanson;  1883,  A.  Nelson,  Airs.  Carlson  and  S.  G.  Vallenius ; 
1884,  S.  G.  Vallenius,  J.  A.  P'reem.an,  Anna  Westman ;  1885,  E.  Lan- 
deen,  Mary  Ede ;  1886,  J.  A.  Freeman  and  Mary  Ede ;  1887,  N.  Gib- 
son, W.  Ljung,  J.  A.  Freeman;  1888,  W.  Ljung,  Hilma  Josephson ; 
1889,  W.  Ljung,  Anna  Toline,  Anna  Carlson;  1891,  W.  Ljung,  Anna 
Carlson,  Anna  Toline;  1892,  Anna  Toline,  Anna  Carlson,  Jenny 
Astrom;  1893,  Anna  Toline,  Hanna  Johnson,  Anna  Carlson;  1894, 
Anna  Toline,  Hanna  Johnson,  Anna  Carlson,  J.  O.  Kronholm.,  Maria 
Samuelson;  1895,  J-  O-  Kronholm,  Maria  Ede,  Maria  Samuelson ; 
1896,  Maria  Ede,  Maria  Samuelson;  1897,  Maria  Ede,  Maria  Samuel- 
son, Isidora  Ostrom,  1898,  Hanna  Johnson,  Maria  Samuelson;  1899, 
Hanna  Johnson,  Maria  Samuelson;  1900,  Hanna  Johnson,  Alaria 
Samuelson,    Isidora    Ostrom;    1 901-1906,    Hanna    Johnson,  Isidora 
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Ostrom;  1906-1907,  Isidora  Ostrom ;  1908,  C.  E.  Anderson,  Isidora 
Ostrom;  1909,  O.  K.  Karlstrom,  Isidora  Ostrom;  1910,  O.  K.  Karl- 
strom,  Isidora  Ostrom;  191 1,  C.  G.  Anderson,  Isidora  Ostrom,  O.  K. 
Karlstrom;  1912,  Isidora  Ostrom,  Hannah  Johnson;  1913,  Isidora 
Ostrom,  Hilma  Toline ;  19 14,  Hannah  Johnson-Fors,  Isidora  Ostrom; 
1915,  Anna  Gran,  Theresia  Carlson;  1916,  Isidora  Ostrom,  Lydia 
Hult;  191 7,  C.  O.  Granlund;  19 18,  Carl  A.  Anderson  and  Isidora 
Ostrom;  1919,  Bernt  Holmes;  1920,  J.  Helmer  Olson;  1921,  (?); 
1922,  Albert  Hemming;  1923,  (?);  1924,  Albert  Hemming. 

The  Sunday  School 

There  are  no  records  of  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school  from  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  to  the  year  1875,  but  nevertheless  the  Sun- 
day-school has  been  held  from  its  organization,  which  very  likely  oc- 
curred during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andren.  In  1872  the 
congregation  decided  that  the  Sunday-school  should  have  its  own 
treasurer.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  congregation  January  ist, 
1876,  the  first  report  of  the  Sunday-school  work  was  found.  This 
was  only  a  financial  report.  It  shows  that  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
from  1874  was  $41.54,  that  the  income  for  1875  was  $92.23  and  that 
the  expenditures  for  the  same  year  were  $94.41.  This  indicates  a 
deficit  of  $2.18  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  sum  total  of  money  raised 
in  the  Sunday-school  from  this  time  up  to  1900  amounts  to  $9,356.92. 
Of  this  amount  $2,722.34  was  raised  by  the  Sunday-school  for  the 
Children's  Homes  in  Andover  and  Joliet.  The  remainder  has  been 
used  to  procure  books,  Sunday-school  papers,  presents  at  Christmas,  for 
missions,  etc.  The  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  each  year  has 
often  been  small.  For  the  year  1889  the  balance  in  the  treasury  was 
$148.44.  The  largest*income  up  to  1900  was  reported  in  1890,  which 
was  $712.33.  These  figures  indicate  that  the  Sunday-school  has  been 
and  is  an  important  and  active  branch  of  the  Congregational  Tree. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Sunday-school  work,  there  were  no  regular 
superintendents,  but  pastors  and  deacons  were  in  charge.  Before  1874 
we  find  that  Nels  Norling  and  A.  Kinvall  served  as  superintendents. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Benzon  served  as  superintendent  for  a  longer  period.  It 
appears  that  Mr.  P.  Colseth  began  to  serve  as  superintendent  in  1874 
and  continued  to  serve  to  the  close  of  the  year  1887.  Mr.  A.  G.  An- 
derson became  his  successor  and  served  until  the  new  year  1893,  and 
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was  in  turn  succeeded  by  Mr,  Gust  Toline.  During  1895  Mr.  Olof 
Hult  was  superintendent. 

Mr.  K.  M,  Holmberg,  now  a  pastor,  was  superintendent  from  1902  to 
1905.  Gust  Toline  served  again  during  1905  and  1906.  Alfred  Erick- 
son  served  from  January  1907  to  1922.    August  Brissman,  our  present 

superintendent,  from  1923  to   .    The  superintendents  have,  almost 

all  of  them,  been  members  of  the  Church  Council. 

From  1900  to  1925  the  incom.e  of  the  Sunday-school  amounts  to  $13,- 
999.17.  Of  this  amount  the  Sunday-school  has  raised  by  subscriptions 
for  the  Children's  Homes  and  Homes  for  the  Aged  of  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, the  sum  of  $3,764.58. 

The  text  books  used  in  the  Sunday-school  have  been  Luther's  Small 
and  Large  Cathechism,  the  Bible  History  and  the  Bible.  The  Sunday- 
school  has  also  adopted  the  Graded  System  from  time  to  time  as  it  has 
been  arranged  by  the  Augustana  Synod.  The  new  and  improved 
Graded  System  prepared  by  the  Sunday-school  Secretary  of  the  Augus- 
tana Synod,  Dr.  G.  A.  Fahlund,  which  has  separate  text  books  for  each 
grade,  was  introduced  into  our  Sunday-school  in  September,  1922. 

An  English  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  the  church  in  1906, 
which  met  at  3  o'clock  Sunday  afternoons.  It  continued  for  a  while, 
but  was  given  little  encouragement,  and  was  soon  dissolved.  For  a 
number  of  years  the  regular  Sunday-school  was  bi-lingual.  The  transi- 
tion to  the  use  of  the  English  language  entirely  was  brought  about  by 
the  introduction  of  the  new  Graded  System  which  was  first  published 
in  English,  there  being  no  Swedish  Text  Books  available  at  the  time. 

The  English  Bible  Class 

An  English  Bible  Class  was  organized  in  1902,  and  still  continues. 
Mr.  E.  L.  Nordgren  was  the  first  leader  of  the  class  and  continued  as 
such  until  1920.  Oscar  F.  Bohman  succeeded  him.  The  present  leader 
is  Carl  Faust. 

Men's  Bible  Class 

A  Men's  Bible  Class  was  organized  in  1924,  with  Dr.  Otto  H.  Bo- 
strom.  Professor  of  Christianity  at  Augustana  College,  as  leader. 

Ladies'  Bible  Class 

A  Ladies'  Bible  Class  was  organized  Oct.  4,  1925,  with  Mrs.  Ver- 
non Swenson  as  leader. 
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The  South  Chapel 

On  October  30,  1892,  the  Sunday-school  work  of  the  South  Chapel 
was  organized  with  60  children  and  eight  teachers.  In  1896  the  pupils 
numbered  129,  with  ten  teachers.  In  1900  the  school  numbered  180 
children  with  20  teachers.  Superitendents :  1882-1885,  Otto  Johnson 
and  A.  Hedlund;  from  1896  to  1899,  N.  G.  Ellstrom  and  P.  Ern ;  from 
J  goo  to  ,  Emil  M.  Johnson  and  A.  Hedlund. 

1900:  Emil  Johnson,  Secy.;  Albin  Edlen,  Treas.  1901  :  Emil 
Johnson,  Supt.;  John  A.  Westberg,  Secy.;  Albin  Edlen,  Treas.  1902- 
03:  Emil  Johnson,  Supt.  1904:  Gust  Tohne,  Supt.  1905:  Alfred  Er- 
ickson,  Supt.    1 906-08:  Oscar  Brissman,  Supt. 

The  East  Chapel 

This  school  was  organized  July  2,  1893,  with  28  children  and  five 
teachers.  C.  J.  Bergblom  and  A.  Goranson  were  elected  superintend- 
ents. 

In  1900  pupils  numbered  31,  with  five  teachers. 

1900:  O.  E.  Palmquist,  Alfred  Goranson.    1901  :  Alfred  Goranson, 
Sec'y.;   1902-04:  Alfred   Erickson,   Sup't;    1905:   Alfred  Goranson,. 
Sec'y.    1906-09:  Alfred  Goranson,  Sec'y.  and  Treas. 

Confirmation  School 

Every  year  the  congregation  has  given  Christian  instruction  to  a 
considerable  number  of  children  who  have  attended  the  Confirmation 
School.  This  work  has  been  in  charge  of  the  pastors  who  have  prayer- 
fully and  diligently  sought  to  prepare  the  children  for  confirmation  and 
active  membership  in  the  church.  This  arduous  and  anxious  work 
which  lies  heavily  upon  a  pastor's  heart  often  seems  as  if  it  would  be 
altogether  in  vain,  since  so  many  after  confirmation  do  not  permit  the 
church  to  remain  their  childhood  home  where  they  may  procure  light 
and  power  for  their  journey  through  the  dangers  of  this  world.  Even 
here  it  remains  that  we  sow  in  hope. 

When  the  classes  hold  their  confirmation  reunions  it  has  been  noticed 
that  the  period  of  confirmation  has  not  been  in  vain.  If  we  should  drop 
the  confirmation  link  in  the  chain  of  our  religious  education  we  would 
lose  much,  and  thereby  also  other  bonds  of  union  w^ould  be  severed  for 
our  stronghold  in  the  Lord  and  His  Word. 
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Confirmation  Reunion 

The  first  reunion  was  held  June  9,  19 12.  The  following  former 
pastors  were  present :  Dr.  G.  Peters,  Dr.  Carl  A.  Hemborg  and  Dr. 
L.  A.  Johnston. 

A  very  successful  and  well  attended  Confirmation  Reunion  was  held 
September  3,  191 7.  A  committee  had  gone  over  the  records  and  se- 
cured the  names  of  the  members  of  every  class  during  the  sixty-seven 
years  of  the  church  history.  All  who  could  be  found  were  invited  by 
letter  to  the  reunion. 

During  this  period  2,251  had  been  confirm.ed.  421  were  present  at 
the  reunion.  269  have  died.  The  committee  has  ascertained  the  w^here- 
abouts  of  1,362,  the  remaining  620  could  not  be  located. 


Organizations 


The  Mission  Society 

IHE  oldest  society  in  the  congregation  is  the  old  Sewing 
Society,  which  is  mentioned  as  early  as  the  year  1853 
1854.  Mrs.  Elmer  Mattson  was  the  leader.  The  society 
gathered  funds  which  amounted  to  $30  during  the  year, 
and  the  money  was  used  for  various  benevolent  purposes,  especially  tor 
the  sufferers  in  the  cholera  epidemic. 

The  Mission  Society  is  in  reality  a  continuation  of  the  old  Sewing 
Society.  It  retained  the  name  'Syforeningen"  and  continued  as  such 
until  about  1885,  when  the  name  Mission  Society  was  adopted  and  the 
resolution  was  accepted  to  meet  every  other  Thursday  and  give  a  free- 
will offering  of  10  or  15  cents  each  for  the  support  of  missions.  The 
society  has  held  its  meetings  in  the  church  and  the  South  Chapel,  but 
more  often  in  some  home.  However,  for  a  long  time  meetings  have 
been  held  almost  exclusively  in  the  church  parlors.  A  devotional  serv- 
ice is  held  at  each  meeting  and  a  short  talk  by  the  pastor.  The  offering 
is  received  and  refreshments  served. 

Many  ladies  who  are  not  mem.bers  of  the  church  have  visited  these 
meetings  and  given  their  contributions  for  which  we  are  thankful.  The 
society  maintains  a  flower  fund  for  cheering  the  sick.  A  visiting  com- 
mittee makes  frequent  calls  to  encourage  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  Money 
is  often  raised  by  special  offerings  for  the  needy.  From  1900  to  1925 
the  sum  of  $6,166.48  has  been  raised. 


Ladies'  Aid  Society 

On  May  28th,  1875,  a  small  group  of  women  organized  the  Ladies' 
Aid.  The  first  members  were:  Mrs.  Hilda  Pears,  Mrs.  Johanna  Aron, 
Mrs.  Anna  Kohler,  Mrs.  Albertina  Hanson,  Mrs.  Carie  Elmsted,  Mrs. 
Eva  Frid  and  Mrs.  Johanna  Norton.    Mrs.  Hilda  Pears  was  elected 
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president  and  served  in  this  capacity  25  years.  Airs.  Johanna  Aron 
was  elected  treasurer.  At  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  society  in  1900, 
all  of  the  above  members  were  still  living.  The  society  has  met  regu- 
larly once  a  month.  The  dues  have  been  25  cents  per  month.  At  the 
hrst  annual  meeting  the  members  numbered  36. 

Rev.  A.  G.  Setterdahl  was  pastor  at  the  time  of  the  organization. 
Among  the  rules  adopted  were  the  following:  "that  all  the  society's  in- 
come should  be  used  exclusively  for  the  church  as  long  as  it  has  debt." 
During  the  50  years  of  the  society's  history  it  has  gathered  and  dis- 
bursed the  sum  of  $22,981.75.  Among  the  large  disbursements  may  be 
mentioned:  136  pews,  $1,403.07;  painting  the  church  three  times, 
$3,200;  the  South  Chapel  lot,  $787;  toward  the  debt  of  the  church  at 
different  times,  $3,214;  the  large  stone  steps,  $372.70;  the  church  bell, 
$125.  The  society  has  sponsored  a  number  of  large  dinners,  when  extra 
efforts  were  made  to  aid  the  church  treasury.  The  membership  num- 
bers loi.  None  of  the  first  members  are  now  living,  but  a  number  of 
the  present  members  have  been  along  almost  from  the  beginning.  1  he 
50th  anniversary  of  the  society  was  celebrated  on  ]\Iay  22nd,  1925. 
Airs.  Carry  Rundquist,  the  present  treasurer,  had  at  that  time  served  39 
years,  and  her  long  and  faithful  service  was  recognized  with  a  gift  from 
the  society. 

The  Sorosis  Society 

The  Society  was  organized  by  the  young  ladies  of  the  church  in  1880. 
It  was  first  called  "Flickornas  Syforening,"  which  was  later  changed  to 
"The  Young  Ladies'  Society"  and  in  1898  again  changed  to  the  "Soro- 
sis" which  name  it  still  bears. 

Aleetings  were  held  twice  a  month  for  a  number  of  years,  but  were 
later  changed  to  once  a  month.  They  are  now  held  the  first  Tuesday 
of  each  month. 

In  1883  a  constitution  was  adopted. 

The  City  Hospital  was  given  aid  by  the  Sorosis  Society  donating  a 
bed  in  the  ladies'  ward.  Our  Lutheran  Hospital  has  been  given  aid  by 
the  society,  a  room  being  furnished  and  kept  up  with  painting,  furnish- 
ings, etc.,  and  a  substantial  donation  given  towards  their  laundry.  The 
dining  room  in  the  church  bears  a  token  of  the  work  done  by  the  Sorosis. 
In  1912  the  society  bought  a  grand  piano  for  the  auditorium  of  the 
church  at  a  cost  of  $800.  The  society  paid  for  the  grill  on  the  new 
pipe  organ  at  a  cost  of  $350.  The  children  of  the  Andover  Orphans' 
Home  are  remembered  at  Christmas  time  both  by  the  society  as  a  whole 
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and  by  its  members  individually.  Other  worthy  institutions  have  also 
been  given  aid  by  the  society.  During  the  World  War  the  society  met 
several  evenings  a  month  in  the  church  to  do  their  part  towards  the 
Red  Cross  work  by  knitting  and  sewing.  The  Sorosis  Society  has  given 
the  treasurer  of  the  church  substantial  financial  aid  each  year. 

In  1923  the  Sorosis  sponsored  the  organizing  of  a  Junior  Sorosis  so- 
ciety for  the  younger  girls  of  the  church. 

The  membership  at  times  has  numbered  close  to  100.  Some  have 
dropped  out  after  marrying,  to  join  the  other  ladies'  societies,  and  some 
dropped  to  join  the  Junior  Sorosis. 


The  Veronica  Society 

On  July  7th,  1898,  twenty  ladies  of  the  First  Lutheran  church  met 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  N.  J.  Olson  and  organized  the  Veronica  Society. 
The  first  officers  were:  Mrs.  Chas.  Holmgren,  president;  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Johnson,  vice  president;  Mrs.  E.  Anderson,  secretary;  Mrs,  N.  J.  Ol- 
son, treasurer.  The  meetings  were  at  first  held  the  third  Wednesday 
of  every  month,  but  were  later  changed  to  the  second  Wednesday.  The 
meetings  are  opened  with  a  devotional  service,  hymn.  Scripture  reading 
and  prayer. 

The  aim  of  the  society  has  been  to  work  for  the  church.  This  it  has 
done  in  various  ways,  either  by  cash  donations  or  by  purchasing  things 
the  church  has  needed.  Besides  this  it  has  furnished  a  room  at  the  Lu- 
theran Hospital  and  one  room  at  the  Children's  Home  at  Andover,  111. 
There  have  been  many  changes  during  the  twenty-seven  years  of  the 
society's  existence.  Some  of  the  members  have  passed  to  the  great  be- 
yond, some  have  moved  away,  others  have  dropped  the  membership, 
and  new  members  have  come  to  replace  the  losses. 

The  society  has  steadily  increased,  until  now  it  numbers  80  members. 
It  has  received  many  blessings  in  the  past.  May  God's  blessings  rest 
on  the  Veronica  Society  in  years  to  come! 

Two  charter  members  still  remain:  Mrs.  Will  Shallene  and  Mrs. 
Ben  Benson. 

Money  taken  in  from  1898  to  1900 — $563. 

Money  taken  in  from  1901  to  1925 — $6,399.34- 
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Men's  Society 

The  Men's  Society  was  organized  January  i8th,  19 lO,  with  39  char- 
ter members.  It  has  held  quarterly  meetings  regularly  from  its  organi- 
zation. At  each  meeting,  which  is  usually  on  a  Tuesday  evening,  a 
dinner  has  been  served  at  7  o'clock  and  a  program  given  at  8  o'clock, 
when  some  outside  speaker  has  given  an  address  or  lecture.  The  dues 
have  been  25  cents  per  month.  The  interest  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers has  been  very  good  and  the  attendance  excellent  at  the  meetings. 
During  the  World  War  the  Men's  Society  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran 
Brotherhood  of  America.  The  Men's  Society  has  also  affiliated  and 
become  a  part  of  the  Rock  Island  District  Lutheran  Brotherhood ;  of 
the  Illinois  Conference  Lutheran  Brotherhood,  and  the  Augustana 
Synod  Lutheran  Brotherhood.  The  dues  per  member  toward  all  of 
these  organizations  is  50  cents  a  year.  During  its  history  the  Men's 
Society  has  raised  the  sum  of  $2,885.49. 

The  Women's  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Society 

The  local  society  of  the  Women's  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  So- 
ciety of  the  Augustana  Synod  was  organized  at  a  meeting  held  April 
2ist,  1920.  The  first  officers  elected  were:  President,  Mrs.  C.  O. 
Morland,  vice-president,  Mrs.  Will  Shallcne ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Andrew  Johnson.  The  number  of  annual  members  the  first  year 
was  133,  life  members  12. 

The  society  has  held  four  regular  meetings  annually  and  also  ob- 
served Prayer  Day,  the  First  Sunday  in  Advent,  each  year. 

At  each  meeting  an  interesting  mission  program  has  been  carried  out. 
The  society  has  222  annual  members;  27  life  members,  six  of  these 
being  Juniors;  177  annual  Junior  members;  one  life  member  in  Zion 
Society  for  Israel;  28  W.  S.  S.  There  are  113  subscribers  to  the 
"Mission  Tidings,"  the  official  organ  of  the  synodical  society.  The 
total  receipts  since  the  organization  of  the  society  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  $2,121.74. 

Every  year  the  society  has  contributed  neat  sums  for  the  Christmas 
Cheer  Fund,  in  our  foreign  field. 

This  society  conducted  a  campaign  for  the  new  Women's  Building  at 
Augustana  College  and  secured  in  pledges  $1,551.25.  Only  $61  of 
these  pledges  remain  unpaid. 
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Young  People's  Society 

This  society  traces  its  beginning  to  the  organization  of  the  Young 
Men's  Society  on  May  8th,  1877.  On  this  date  the  meeting  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Peter  Colseth  who  was  elected  chairman,  Carl  A. 
Swensson  was  elected  secretary.  The  chairman  reminded  those  present 
why  they  were  meeting  and  urged  that  something  be  done  for  the  young 
men  of  the  church.  Was  a  Christian  Young  Men's  Society  necessary? 
After  a  lively  discussion  a  unanimous  "yes"  vote  was  cast.  The  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  the  constitution  was  as  follows:  Prof.  O.  Olsson,  P. 
Colseth,  J.  Forsberg,  Oscar  Johnson,  A,  G.  Anderson,  John  Carlstedt, 
and  John  Bergbloom.  It  was  decided  to  call  the  organization  "Sven- 
ska  Lutherska  Forsamlingens  Ynglingaforening  i  Moline,  111."  The 
chairman  in  a  heart  to  heart  talk  made  it  plain  that  this  was  not  to  be  a 
society  by  itself,  but  under  and  subject  to  the  congregation,  a  society 
within  the  church  organized  for  the  growing  young  men.  He  asked 
them  to  prayerfully  consider  these  things.  At  the  next  meeting,  the 
following  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  constitution  was  adopted,  and  Pro- 
fessor Olsson  was  made  first  honorary  member.  A  room  was  rented 
in  a  building  on  Fifth  avenue,  but  later  the  society  met  in  the  church 
school-room.  At  one  time,  night  school  was  conducted  and  these  sub- 
jects taught:  bookkeeping,  singing,  English,  and  Swedish.  In  1882, 
when  girls  were  permitted  to  join,  the  following  were  admitted  to  the 
society:  Augusta  Berg,  Lottie  Johnson,  Sophia  Lindvall  and  Anne  Sjo- 
holm.  On  January  i6th,  1882,  a  discussion  took  place  regarding  the 
changing  of  the  name  to  "Ungdomsforeningen"  (Young  People's  Soci- 
ety), and  on  July  3rd,  1882,  the  new  name  was  accepted.  The  next 
month  seventeen  young  people  joined.  The  programs  became  more 
varied.  The  first  lecture  given  was  by  S.  P.  A.  Lindahl  on  Prohibition. 
Bible  discussion,  in  which  O.  Hult  and  A.  G.  Anderson  (both  living) 
took  active  part,  had  a  very  prominent  part  on  the  program  in  these 
early  days.  On  May  28th,  1883,  a  festival  was  held,  when  the  pro- 
ceeds went  to  the  organ  fund.  At  this  time  Professor  Olsson  gave 
his  well-known  lecture,  "Nagot  om  Kanslans  Bildning,"  which  the 
society  had  printed  and  sold  many  copies.  On  March  i6th,  1885,  it 
was  decided  to  spend  $150  to  decorate  the  meeting  room.  On  February 
4th,  1889,  the  society  decided  to  publish  Ungdomens  Sandebud  (Young 
People's  Messenger),  of  which  the  first  copy  appeared  in  March,  1889. 
The  pastor  and  society  have  edited  and  managed  the  paper  from  its  first 
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publication  and  are  still  doing  so.  Until  19 15  the  society  met  every 
Monday  with  a  literary  and  social  program.  Since  then  the  meetings 
have  been  held  the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  of  every  month.  The  minutes 
of  the  society  w^ere  all  written  in  Swedish  until  January,  19 18,  when  it 
was  decided  to  record  them  in  English.  On  July  14th,  19 19,  a  com- 
mittee composed  of  Rev.  Morland,  Oscar  Bohman  and  Carl  Faust  was 
elected  to  translate  the  constitution  into  English  and  revise.  They 
reported  at  the  annual  meeting  in  December  when  it  was  accepted. 

The  society  has  a  good-sized  library  which  was  inherited  from  the 
Young  Men's  Society.  There  were  about  three  hundred  volumes  at 
the  time  the  name  was  changed.  At  one  time  the  young  men  of  the 
early  days  took  a  subscription  of  $47  for  books,  a  large  sum  for  those 
days.  It  is  a  reminder  to  our  young  people  to-day  that  great  treasures 
are  found  in  good  books.  One  series  of  books  in  English,  Pictures  from 
the  Life,  are  books  that  hold  much  for  young  people  who  read  them. 

The  constitution  of  this  organization  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
Augustana  Synod.  Many  Luther  leagues  have  patterned  after  it  in 
shaping  their  own  constitution.  It  is  plain,  complete,  and  well-written. 
It  stands  like  a  Gibraltar. 

The  Society  has  good,  accurate  records  which  are  well-written  and 
preserved.  It  speaks  well  for  the  efficient  secretaries  that  have  served, 
and  stamps  the  organization  as  thorough  and  businesslike  in  the  conduct 
of  its  affairs,  these  forty-eight  years  of  its  existence. 

The  records  from  1900  to  1925  show  a  great  variety  of  activity.  In 
a  literary  way  they  have  sponsored  Bible  discussion,  debates,  papers  on 
different  subjects,  speeches,  readings,  musical  numbers,  general  discus- 
sion, illustrated  lectures,  and  exchange  programs.  The  last  named  has 
helped  our  young  people  get  acquainted  with  members  of  Luther  Leagues 
in  neighboring  churches.  At  one  time  the  Luther  Study  Club,  Students' 
Volunteer  Union,  and  societies  from  Augustana  College  rendered  pro- 
grams. Luther  Fests  were  popular  in  the  early  part  of  this  period. 
The  society  has  a  social  hour  every  meeting  after  the  regular  program, 
when  games  are  played  under  the  direction  of  our  own  young  people. 
During  the  summer  some  of  the  meetings  have  been  in  the  form  of 
outdoor  meetings.  The  society  has  also  had  several  moonlight  boat 
excursions. 

From  19 1 8  to  1925  marks  a  new  period  in  the  history  of  the  Young 
People's  Society — the  English  period.  Previous  to  this  time  there  was 
a  slight  tendency  towards  a  change  in  language,  but  with  the  decision 
in  January  19 18  to  record  the  minutes  in  English,  the  translation  of  the 
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constitution  into  English  in  19 19,  the  society  became  English.  The 
transition  came  of  its  own  accord  and  was  not  forced  although  the  war 
may  have  hastened  it  somewhat.  It  seemed  that  God  willed  it  so.  To- 
day the  membership  is  over  one  hundred.  Efforts  are  made  to  get  the 
entire  confirmation  class  enrolled  each  year,  as  that  is  one  way  to  keep 
the  young  people  close  to  God  and  His  church.  The  Young  People's 
Society  has  tradition ;  some  of  its  first  members  are  now^  venerable  people 
with  pleasant  memories  of  their  dear  old  Ungdomsforening.  The  pres- 
ent members  appreciate  their  heritage  and  look  with  admiration  upon 
the  furrow  this  society  has  plowed.  With  the  help  of  God  they  expect 
to  carry  on  the  good  work.  By  the  committee  on  History, 

Gertrude  Johnson 
Carl  Faust 
Edna  Swanson 

Ungdomens  Sandebud 

(Young  People's  Messenger) 

In  March,  1889,  the  first  number  of  Ungdomens  Sandebud  was  pub- 
lished. It  was  after  considerable  work  that  C.  I.  Josephson  then  could 
present  to  the  congregation  on  behalf  of  the  Young  People's  Society  this 
small  but  valuable  paper. 

C.  M.  Carlstedt  served  as  business  manager  from  April  1889  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  following  year,  1890,  Joseph  Lindstrom  and  Aug. 
Anderson  served;  1891  Henry  Forsberg ;  1892  W.  R.  Bohman  and  C. 
M.  Carlstedt;  1 893-1 894  W.  R.  Bohman;  1895  C.  M.  Carlstedt;  1896 
Peter  Ingelson  and  Carl  E.  Bohman;  1 897-1 898  Carl  E.  Bohman; 
1899-1900  Carl  E.  and  Joseph  Bohman;  1900-1901  Carl  E.  Bohman 
(See  Bk.  4,  135)  ;  1902  Sanford  Brissman,  Oscar  Bohman;  1903-1904 
Sanford  Brissman,  Oscar  Bohman;  1904-1905  Sanford  Brissman;  1906 
-1907  Oscar  F.  Bohman;  1908  Harold  Godehn ;  1909  (?)  ;  1910  (?)  ; 
1911-1912  Phoebe  Ahl ;  1913  C.  P.  Bohman;  1914  Rudolph  Nelson, 
Wm.  Axelson,  Oscar  Bohman;  1915- 

The  paper  was  distributed  on  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month,  an 
edition  of  1200  copies,  and  distributed  free.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
members  have  been  required  to  pay  subscription.  At  the  present  time 
it  is  mailed  free  to  all  the  members  of  the  congregation,  and  the  publi- 
cation is  paid  for  by  offerings,  advertisements  and  the  balance  from  the 
church  treasury. 
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Its  contents  have  always  been  of  such  a  character  that  have  been  suit- 
able for  a  Christian  young  people's  society  and  we  feel  confident  that 
it  has  performed  a  good  mission. 

For  a  number  of  years  and  at  the  present  time,  both  English  and 
Swedish  are  used  in  its  columns.  In  its  present  form  and  contents  it 
may  be  classed  as  a  Parish  Paper. 

Willing  Workers'  Society 

The  Willing  Workers'  Society  was  organized  January  27th,  1888, 
in  the  home  of  Esther  Lindeblad,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Bergstrom,  of  La- 
Grange,  111.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Miss 
Hilma  Josephson,  now  Mrs.  Rev.  Hultkrans  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota; 
secretary,  Miss  Emily  Stromberg,  now  Mrs.  C.  G.  Anderson  of  Mo- 
line,  Illinois;  treasurer.  Miss  Hilma  Lind,  now  deceased. 

The  society  at  present  has  a  membership  of  twenty  girls,  ranging  in 
age  from  five  to  thirteen  years.  The  meetings  are  held  the  first  Satur- 
day afternoon  of  the  month  and  the  membership  fee  is  ten  cents.  A 
program  is  carried  out  and  some  times  the  girls  sew  and  make  articles 
for  sale. 

They  work  mainly  for  the  church,  and  the  following  articles  have 
been  bought  and  given  by  them  to  the  church:  The  electric  light  fix- 
tures under  the  gallery  of  the  auditorium,  the  clock  in  the  dining-room 
of  the  basement,  the  baptismal  font,  the  two  brass  seven-armed  can- 
delabras  for  the  altar,  the  antependium  with  the  emblem  I.H.S.,  the 
"open  Bible  emblem"  placed  on  the  front  of  the  pulpit,  besides  contri- 
buting forty  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  church  treasury  several  times. 

The  following  persons  have  served  as  leaders  of  this  organization: 
Hilma  Josephson-Hultkrans,  Emily  Stromberg-Anderson,  Anna  To- 
line-Martinson,  Marie  Ede-Erickson,  Nellie  Rosenquist-Forsberg,  Han- 
nah Johnson-Fors,  Elsie  Astrom,  Esther  Bohman-Freeman,  Florence 
Carlson-Wiegren,  Hilma  Toline-Nelson  and  Hanna  M.  Wahlberg, 
who  is  serving  the  eleventh  year,  in  charge. 
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The  Loyal  Helpers'  Mission  Class 

The  Loyal  Helpers'  Mission  Class  was  organized  in  October,  1919, 
It  consisted  of  the  19 19  Confirmation  Class,  both  boys  and  girls.  Miss 
Hildur  Herrstrum  and  Miss  Gertrude  Johnson  were  the  teachers  for 
the  Confirmation  Class  in  the  Sunday-school  at  that  time,  so  they  be- 
came the  leaders  for  the  first  years.  Our  object  was  to  work  for  mis- 
sions. 

We  decided  at  the  organization  meeting  to  meet  once  a  month.  At 
these  meetings  we  have  had  regular  programs,  taken  partly  from  the 
Mission  Tidings,  and  partly  from  other  sources.  We  have  also  had 
several  purely  social  gatherings  aside  from  the  regular  meetings. 

After  a  while  the  boys  dropped  out  and  we  bacame  a  girls'  mission 
class.  We  then  took  up  work  along  diliferent  lines.  In  order  to  raise 
money  we  have  given  pageants,  held  fancy-work,  apron  and  candy  sales. 
We  have  sent  money  to  the  Seamen  and  Loggers'  Mission,  Bethphage, 
Rev.  Thure  Holmer  in  India,  Christmas  Cheer  Fund  and  to  the  Jew- 
ish Mission.  We  have  also  made  bandages  and  sent  to  Africa.  We 
have  given  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  baskets.  Our  money  now  goes 
through  the  regular  channels  of  the  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

The  Lord  has  richly  blessed  all  our  little  efforts,  and  we  hope  by  His 
grace  and  guidance  to  do  still  greater  things  for  His  kingdom. 

Gertrude  C.  Johnson,  Leader. 


The  Junior  Sorosis  Society 

The  Junior  Sorosis  was  organized  February  27,  1923,  with  sixteen 
girls  as  charter  members  and  with  Miss  Ruth  Nelson  as  leader.  The 
society  decided  to  meet  the  third  Monday  evening  of  each  month  and 
devote  its  efforts  to  the  welfare  of  the  church  and  charitable  institutions. 
During  its  two  years  of  existence  it  has  become  known  as  a  very  active 
group.  Several  interesting  and  successful  entertainments  have  been 
sponsored.  Every  Christmas  the  society  sends  a  large  box  of  gifts  to 
the  Children's  Home  at  Andover,  Illinois,  which  is  very  much  appre- 
ciated. At  Thanksgiving  time  baskets  are  filled  with  good  things  and 
distributed  among  the  needy.  The  meetings  of  the  society  have  been 
very  well  attended.    The  present  membership  is  28.  .      E.  H. 
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Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society 


Top  Row: 
Edith  Anderson 
Anna  Johnson  ■ 
Mrs.  Carl  Kronholm 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Peterson 
Mrs.   Gust  Swanson 
Mrs.  Carrie  Westberg 
Mrs.   Caroline  Lamon 
Mrs.  Alice  Swanson 
Mrs.  Anna  Hedstrom 
Lillian  Anderson 
Mrs.   Emil  Benson 
Mrs.  Clark  Anderson 
Mrs.  Hilda  Johnson 
Alice  Carlson 
Anna  L.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Philip  Hoogner 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Anderson 
Mrs.  John  Shallene 
Mrs.  Ernest  Herrstrum 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Swanson 
Mrs.   Charles  Larson 
Mrs.  August  Brissman 
Mrs.  Axel  Servine 
Mrs.   August  Larson 
Mrs.  August  Mortenson 
Mrs.  John  Godehn 
Mrs.  Otelia  Peterson 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Carlstedt 
Ansie  Anderson 
Mrs.  J.  Emil  Johnson 
Mrs.  August  Carlson 
Mrs.  J.  Forslund 
Mrs.  Martin  J.  Anderson 
Mrs.  Alfred  Erickson 

Second  Row  : 
Selma  Peterson 
Marian  Godehn 
Gertrude  Johnson 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Fredrickson 


Edna  Swanson 
Esther  Godehn 
Ruth  Peterson 
Helen  Lanion 
Florence  Swanson 
Jennie  Sandberg 
Mrs.  John  G.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Alfred  Forsberg 
Mrs.   S.   A.  Swanson 
Mrs.  John  Brown 
Mrs.  Herman  Kronstedt 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Thulin 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Shallene 
Mrs.  0.  A.  Eckerman 
Mrs.  Josephine  Samuelson 
Mrs.  "Oscar  Brissman 
Mrs.  Jacob  Swanson 
Josephine  Johnson 
Mrs.  Emily  Hallgren 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Hogberg 
Tillie  Johnson 
Emily  Anderson 
Mrs.   P.   E.  Johnson 
Hannah  Wahlberg 
Anna  Lundberg 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Swanson 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Carlson 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Rosengren 
Mrs.  Lovisa  Beckstrom 
Mrs.  Ben  Carlson 
Mrs.   Justine  Ellison 
Doris  Schaffner 
Mrs.  Gunnar  Carlson 
Mrs.   G.  W.  Johnson 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Sebelius 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Nordgren 
Mrs.  Carl  Sundell 
Mrs.  Adolf  Hult 
Mrs.  Mauritz  Johnson 
AVillard  Anderson 
Merrill  Anderson 


Third  Row: 
Rev.  C.  0.  Morland 
Dr.   C.   E.  Lindberg 
Mrs.   Charles  Stromberg 
Mrs.   Carrie  Rundquist 
Mrs.   Hannah  Rundquist 
Mrs.  Maria  Hagburg 
Mrs.  Caroline  Lundquist 
Mrs.   O.   E.  Holmquist 
Hilma  Nordgren 
^Irs.  Gust  Rehn 
Mrs.  Sophie  Anderson 
Mrs.  Axel  Klingberg 
Mrs.  Augusta  Axelson 
Mrs.  Ben  Benson 


Lower  Roiv: 
Christine  Bengston 
Marie  Bengston 
Ethel  Hogberg 
Hilma  Bohman 
Dorothy  Servine 
Eva  Johnson 
Eunice  Peterson 
Stella  Johnson 
Jessie  Strombeck 
Mrs.  C.  0.  Morland 
Katherine  Morland 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Berzelius 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Edlen 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Johnston 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Peterson 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Charles  Carlson 
Mrs.  Carl  J.  Peterson 
Mrs.  Lottie  Jergenson 
Mrs.  Christine  Chester 
Mrs.  Martin  Johnson 
Grace  Lindberg 
Emily  Stonefelt 
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Junior  Lutheran  Brotherhood 

This  society  was  organized  May  i8th,  1925,  when  a  group  of  young 
men  of  our  church  met  and  decided  there  was  a  need  for  such  an  or- 
ganization. A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  constitution  to 
present  at  the  next  meeting.  On  June  ist  the  constitution  was  offi- 
cially adopted.  There  are  twenty-five  members  at  the  present  time, 
with  good  prospects  of  fifty  before  the  organization  is  a  year  old.  These 
young  men  are  interested  in  three-fold  growth:  spiritual,  mental  and 
physical.  Not  a  single  one  of  these  essentials  should  be  neglected.  The 
meetings  are  held  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  and  opened  with 
Scripture  reading  and  prayer.  The  big  purpose  is  to  keep  the  young 
men  together  and  close  to  the  church.  A  study  will  be  made  of  Rob- 
ert's Rules  of  Order  to  acquaint  the  members  more  fully  with  the 
proper  way  to  conduct  a  business  meeting.  They  are  also  interested  in 
athletics  and  will  encourage  the  boys  to  play  on  the  Sunday-school  bas- 
ketball teams  and  engage  in  other  athletic  activity.  The  welfare  of  our 
church  is  paramount  with  these  young  men.  With  the  help  of  God 
they  hope  to  serve  the  good  old  First  Lutheran  Church.     C.  W.  F. 

The  Junior  Mission  Band 

In  1 92 1  the  Misses  Gertrude  and  Anna  Johnson  were  elected  by  the 
Sunday-school  teachers  to  see  if  they  could  organize  our  Sunday-school 
into  a  Junior  Mission  Band.  During  1921-1922  the  band  was  organ- 
ized and  in  1923  our  Sunday-school  became  a  100%  Junior  Mission 
Band. 

During  its  existence  the  Band  has  given  several  programs,  some  of 
these  having  been  held  in  connection  with  the  opening  of  the  Thank- 
offering  boxes.  Quite  a  little  sum  has  been  gathered  through  these 
Thank-offering  boxes.  The  Juniors  and  the  Loyal  Helpers  gave  the 
pageant,  ''All  the  World  for  Christ,"  at  one  time. 

May  the  good  Lord  richly  bless  our  Juniors  and  the  gifts  which  they 
are  gathering  for  His  kingdom. 

Gertrude  C.  Johnson 
Anna  T.  Johnson, 

Leaders. 
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List  of  members  of  organizations  not  on  pictures 


LADIES'   BIBLE  CLASS 

Mrs.  Hug'o  Wahlgren 

Mrs.  Sophia  Hoglund 

Miss  Alice  AVestberg 

Mrs.  Gunnard  Carlson 

Mrs.  E.  Charlson 

Mrs.  Raymond  Holmgren 

Mrs.  0.  E.  Holmquist 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Landee 

Mrs.  Carl  Peterson 

Mrs.  F.  Q.  Johnson 

Mrs.  Vincent  Swanson 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Nordgren 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Peterson 

Mrs.  Carl  Sundell 

Mrs.  Hilda  Johnson 

JUNIOR  SOROSIS 

Hazel  Hanson 
Selma  Godehn 
Miriam  Hult 
Ethel  Johnson 
Evelyn  La,rson 
Marie  Bergman 
Mildred  Weden 

LADIES'  AID 

Lorina  Aron 
Anna  Anderson 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Johnston 
Johanna  Berg 
Hedda  Wallin 
Lovisa  Freeman 
Mrs.  Gust  Tropp 
Lovisa  Wistrand 
Anna  Yerme 
Augusta  Herrstrum 
Ethel  Suman 
Justina  Ellison 
Hannah  Nelson 
Christine  Bockman 
Mathilda  Swanson 
Charlotta  Engstrom 
Signe  Johnson 
Lotta  Swanson 
Mathilda  Olson 
Emily  Sebelius 
Mrs.  John  Toline 
Josephine  Gustafson 
Betsy  Lund 
Emma  Fredrickson 
Esther  Carlson 


VERONICA 

Mesdames 
Selma  Anderson 
G.  J.  Benson 
Carl  Blomgren 

B.  K.  Brindle 
John  Brown 

G.  A.  Brandelle 
John  Ekholm 
Charles  E'rickson 
Harry  Grell 
T.  E.  Gibson 
L.  P.  Hoit 
Gertrude  Johnston 
G.  W.  Johnson 

C.  V.  Johnson 
Anna  Johnston 
Axel  Klingberg 
R.  W.  Larson 
L.  A.  Larson 
Anna  Nelson 

B.  H.  Ohline 

C.  A.  Rosengren 
Robert  Shallberg 
A.  E.  Shogren 
C.  A.  Thorngren 
0.  J.  Thorngren 

SOROSIS 

Pearl  Anderson 

Alma  Axelson  Kronholm 

Anna  Berglund 

Alice  Carlson 

Esther  Godehn 

Myrtle  Holmer 

Mirney  Isaacson 

Ruth  Nelson 

Grace  Lindberg 

Emma  Rydell  Hauberg 

S.   S.  TEACHERS  AND 

CRADLE  ROLL  COMMITTEE 
Dr.  0.  H.  Bostrom 
Mrs.   V ernon  Swenson 
Mrs.  Oscar  Brissman 

JUNIOR  CHOIR 

Cleone  Kruse 
Mildred  Erickson 
Mildred  Weden 


CRADLE  ROLL 

Marian  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Nancy  Elizabeth  Anderson 
Richard  Earl  Braumiller 
Steve  Buncak 
Dorothea  Burdick 
Betty  Pauline  Bloomgren 
Herbert  Elbert  Born 
Margaret  Josephine  Carlson 
Charles  Edgar  Cook 
Harold  Elmer  Erickson 
Donald  Elmer  Engstrom 
Mary  Lorene  Engstrom 
John  Edward  Engstrom 
Shirley  Ann  Faust 
Edsel  Warren  Gustafson 
Elsie  Hemmingson 
Edward  Hemmingson 
Charles  William  Hanson 
Clarence  Leroy  Frost 
George  Rudolph  Johnson 
Vivian  Margaret  Jackson 
Elizabeth  Louisa  Johnson 
Leroy  AVallace  Johnson 
Ralph  Johnson 
Rosalyn  Arline  Johnson 
Betty  Jane  Kipp 
Carl  Russell  Londberg 
Jan  Licko 

Dorothy  Marie  Larson 
Kathryn  Elenor  Morey 
Jeanette  Irene  Morey 
Constance  Jean  McNay 
Norma  Adeline  McNay 
Robert  William  Morris 
Kenneth  Rolland  Morris 
Donald  Delbert  Nelson 
Chester  Rudolph  Nelson 
Kenneth  Nelson 
Myrtle  Alice  Oakland 
Duane  Albert  Oakland 
Carl  Herbert  Peterson 
Bruce  Donald  Parker 
Leonard  Herbert  Swanson 
Alvin  Chester  Swanson 
Carl  Clifford  Swanson 
Robert  Eugene  Simpson 
Betty  Ann  Spencer 
Lorraine  Mary  Verme 
Doris  Wickkmd 
John   Howard  Wallace 
Mildred  Lucille  Wicklund 
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YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY 

Ansie  Anderson 
Edith  Anderson 
Lillian  Anderson 
Chester  Anderson 
Katherine  Benson 
Dorothy  Bohman 
William  Bjurstrom 
Merrill  Brissman 
Rhoda  Brissman 
Leroy  Brissman 
Alice  Carlson 
Olivia  Carlson 
Paul  Carlstedt 
Loraine  Carlson 
Irene  Chelstrom 
Mildred  Erickson 
Antoinette  Edner 
Carl  Favist 
Marian  Godehn 
Lillian  Hagburg 
Hazel  Hagburg- 
Agnes  Hallgren 
Rudolph  Herrstrum 
Carl  Holmquist 
Henry  Holmquist 
Elinore  Johnson 
Harry  Johnson 
Mable  Johnson 
Arthur  Johnson 
Ethel  Johnson 

Eveline  Lindquist 
Andrew  Lindquist 
Evelyn  Lindstedt 

Harold  Nelson 

Milford  Nelson 

Ruby  Olafvison 

Beulah  Peterson 

Melvin  Peterson 

Diane  Peterson 

Evelyn  Petrain 

Gladys  Shallberg 

Edith  Swanson 

Milda  Shallene 

Evelyn  Shallberg 

Florence  Strand 

Arnold  AVesterdahl 

Florence  Wigers 

Mary  Young 

Alice  Ellstrom 

Marion  Swanson 

Frances  Beckstrom 

Florence  Beckstrom 

Helga  Peterson 

Cleone  Kruse 

Maurine  Johnson 

Barbara  Swanson 


Frances  Johnson 
Mildred  Carlson 
Lillian  Gustafson 
Dora  Anderson 
Edna  Anderson 
Mildred  Okerson 
Earl  Forsberg 
Carl  Johnson 
Harry  Malmstead 
Bertil  Johnson 
Everett  Swanson 
Curtis  Anderson 
Mae  Marie  Dugan 
Frances  Peterson 
Lillian  Almblade 
Lillian  Carlson 
Evelyn  Johnson 
Marian  Shallene 
Emma  Engstrom 
Carl  Anderson 
Reinhold  Peterson 
LaVerne  Brady 
Loraine  Johnson 
Marion  Swanson 
Pearl  Kruse 

MEN'S  SOCIETY 
Albert  Anderson 
Clark  G.  Anderson 
Willard  Anderson 
Oscar  Andreen 
John  Astrom 
Albin  Beckstrom 
Chester  Bell 
A.  W.  Carlson 
Gust  Carlson 
Oscar  Carlson 
Emil  Clauson 
0.  A.  Eckerman 
Carl  Ekblad 
Henry  Eckland 
Albin  Edlen 
Harold  Engstrom 
Charles  Erickson 
D.  L.  Esterdahl 
J.  F.  Freeman 
C.  H.  Godehn 
Verner  Hallgren 
Anton  Holm 
Raymond  Holmgren 
O.  E.  Holmquist 
Carl  Holmquist 
Wm.  Holmquist 
Paul  Johnson 
Carl  Kronholm 
H.  Kronstedt 
Axel  Klingberg 


R.  Larson 
C.  L.  Nelson 
J.  A.  Nelson 
John  Nelson 
E.  L.  Nordgren 
Oliver  Olson 
E.  L.  Peterson 
Emil  Swanson 
Vincent  Swanson 
Walter  Suman 
J.  A.  Toline 

HONORARY    MEMBERS  OF 

THE  MEN'S  SOCIETY 
Dr.  Gustav  Andreen 
Rev.  Fred  Andree 
Dr.  L.  G.  Abrahamson 
Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom 
Dr.   G.  A.  Brandelle 
Dr.  Otto  H.  Bostrom 
AVm.  Butterworth 
Rev.  O.  F.  Bohman 
Hon.  M.  R.  Carlson 
Capt.  0.  E.  Carlstrom 
John  Castro 
Dr.  J.  Ekholm 
Dr.  Geo.  Fahlund 
Dr.  C.  W.  Foss 
Dr.  C.  A.  Hemborg 
Dr.  C.  E.  Hoffsten 
Dr.  Adolf  Hult 
Rev.  L.  E.  Jones 
Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg 
Judge  Geo.  D.  Long 
Rev.  E.  W.  Magnusson 
Prof.  J.  P.  Magnusson 
Prof.  Jules  Mauritzson 
Rev.  C.  0.  Morland 
E.  W.  Olson 
Dr.  M.  Stolpe 
Rev.  C.  A.  Seaberg 
Prof.  S.   J.  Sebelius 
T.  C.  Straw 
Rev.  W.  E.  Tillberg 

SWEDISH  BIBLE  CLASS 

Olive  Hoglund 

Myrtle  Hoglund 

Olof  Johnson 

Karl  Melgren 

Sven  Melgren 

Augusta  Anderson 

Axel  Granquist 

Mrs.  Maria  Hagburg 

Ellen  Carlson 

Axel  Johnson 

Ellen  Borg 
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W.   H.   &   F.   M.  SOCIETY 

Edna  Anderson 
Evalina  Anderson 
Kerstin  Anderson 
Mrs.   Christine  Andreen 
Mrs.  John  A.  Anderson 
Mrs.  Gottfrid  Anderson 
Alphild  Axelson 
Sarah  Ado]phson 
Mrs.  Clara  Anderson 
Mrs.  George  Anderson 
Mrs.   Severin  Anderson 
Clara  Bohman 
Mrs.  O.  T.  Bohman 
Mrs.  Carl  Brissman 
Mrs.   Clarence  Bohman 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Benson 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Bandy 
Mrs.  Roy  Baker 
Mrs.  Otto  Bostrom 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Brandelle 
Ruth  Brandelle 

Rhoda  Brissman 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Carlson 

Mrs.  Carl  Carlson 

Mrs.  Axel  Carlson 

Helen  Carlson 

Mrs.  Margaret  Carlson 

Anna  Carlson 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Crakes 

Mrs.  Everett  Carlson 

Olivia  Carlson 

Mrs.   Lloyd  Carlson 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Enstrom 

Mrs.  Arthur  Eckerman 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Ekblad 

Marie  Eckerman 

Mrs.   Charles  Erickson 

Robert  G.  Edlen 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Forsberg 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Fagerberg 

Mrs.  T.  Faust 

Mildred  Faust 

Selma  Godehn 

Mrs.   Charles  Goodmanson 

Mrs.  Harry  Grell 

Olive  Hoglund 

Myrtle  Hoglund 

Myrtle  Holmer 

Mrs.  Sophie  Hoglund 

Helen  Hogberg 

Mrs.  John  Holmer 

Miriam  Hult 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Holmquist 

Mrs.  Raymond  Holmgren 

Mrs.  Sophie  Holmgren 


Lillian  Hagburg 
Mildred  Hogberg 
Mildred  Holmquist 
Mrs.  Mathilda  Isaacson 
Irene  Johnson 
Mrs.  C.  V.  Johnson 
Mabel  Johnson 
Maurine  Johnson 
Mrs.  Carl  0.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Caroline  Jennisch 
Ellen  Jennisch 
Mrs.  Fred  Johnston 
Mrs.  Gust  Johnson 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Johnson 
Ethel  Johnson 
Mr.   Geo.  W.  Johnson 
Miriam  Rose  Johnston 
Mrs.   Anna  Kronholm 
Hilda  Kronholm 
Mrs.  Emil  Kronholm 
Mrs.   Amanda  Kronholm 
Christine  Larson 
Mrs.  Curt  Lundeen 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Landee 
Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Landee 
Mrs.  Fred  Lindquist 
Mrs.  Albert  Lindquist 
Mrs.  Betsy  Lund 
Mrs.  Harry  Leipold 
Mr.  C.  W.  Lundahl 
Dorothy  Lindquist 
Ruth  Moll 

Josephine  Malmberg 

Mrs.  Herbert  McCornack 

Ida  Nordgren 

Mrs.   Charles  Nelson 

Mrs.  John  A.  Nelson 

Mrs.  C.  G.  Nelson 

Hilma  Nelson 

Mary  Elizabeth  Nelson 

Mrs.  Fred  Nelson 

Annie  Nelson 


Mrs.  John  Sederholm 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Shogren 
Mrs.   S.   P.  Swenson 
Mrs.  Emily  Swanson 
Mrs.  Ellen  Strombeck 
Mrs.  David  Simpson 
Mrs.  Victor  Swanson 
Edith  Swanson 
Mrs.   Gilpin  Stromberg 
Mrs.  Robert  Shallberg 
Helen  Swenson 
Mrs.  Hugo  Wahlgren 
Emma  Welander 


PRESENT  CHOIR 

Sopranos : 

Agnes  Hallgren 
Mildred  Hogberg 
Elinor  Johnson 
Ruth  Peterson 

Altos: 

Antoinette  Edner 
Mildred  Faust 
Marion  Godehn 
Dorothy  Servine 
Helen  J.  Swenson 
Mildred  AViden 

Tenors: 

Aner  Bloom 
Wenzel  Bloom 
C.  Vernon  Swenson 
Otto  Wahlgren 

Basses: 

LeRoj^  Brissman 
E.  G.  Englund 
Gustav  F.  Grahn 
Elmer  Peterson 
Harry  A.  Peterson 


Ellen  A.  Olson 

LOYAL 

Mrs.   Elmer  Olson 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Ohline 

D. 

Anderson 

Mrs.  John  A.  F.  Peterson 

K. 

Benson 

Mrs.  Fred  B.  Peterson 

A. 

Edner 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Petrain 

L. 

Ekblad 

Hilda  Pears 

M. 

Erickson 

Mrs.   Josephine  Peterson 

D. 

Lindquist 

Beulah  Peterson 

L. 

Bergstrom 

Mrs.  0.  W.  Roykouff 

E. 

Johnson 

Mabel  Shallene 

B. 

Landee 

Martha  Serene 

M. 

Shallene 

Mrs.  August  Swanson 

F. 

Peterson 

Mrs.  Walter  Suman 

M. 

Widen 
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JUNIOR   MISSION  BAND 

R.  Almblade 

B.  Beckstrom 
K.  Berglund 
E.  Bergstrom 
R.  Brady 

E.  Carlson 
L.  Carlson 
W.  Carlson 
L.  Edwards 
H.  Eng-strora 
M.  Engstrom 
E.  Faust 
L.  Gabriel 
A.  Gustafson 
H.  Hicks 

s.  nuit 

R.  Hvitfeldt 
V.  Johnson 

C.  Johnson 
K.  Johnson 
W.  Johnson 
W.  Johnston 


E.  Larson 

C.  Louras 
G.  Louras 
W.  Ostrom 
I.  Pearson 
R.  Peterson 
I.  Shim 

S.  Thompson 
M.  Tomlinson 
M.  Vernberg 

D.  Edner 

C.  Anderson 
M.  Dugan 
B.  Holmes 
R.  Larson 

MEN'S  BIBLE  CLASS 

Carl  Kronholm 
Chas.  A.  Berglund 
Mauritz  Johnson 
John  A.  Holmer 
Elmer  Benson 
Chas.  H.  Johnson 


0.  E.  Holmquist 
Oscar  Brissman 
Carl  Ekblad 
Gustav  Grahn 
Oscar  A.  Eckerman 
Geo.  E.  Landee 
Clarence  Bohman 
V  incent  Swanson 
Axel  Granquist 
Clarence  RoykoufF 
Hugo  Johnson 
C.  A.  Welander 

JUNIOR  LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 

Chester  Anderson 
Arthur  Johnson 
Harry  Johnson 
Ollin  Magnuson 
Harold  Nelson 
George  Swanson 
Duane  Peterson 
Harold  Gruenwald 


Music 
Organ  Society 

This  society  was  organized  October  lo,  1876,  with  74  members.  C. 
Wallin  was  elected  chairman,  A.  G.  Anderson  secretary,  and  J.  As- 
trom  treasurer.  The  membership  dues  were  50  cents  per  month  for 
men  and  25  cents  for  women. 

The  organ  was  purchased  from  the  Moline  Pipe  Organ  Co.  at  the 
cost  of  $2,700.    It  had  22  stops  and  two  manuals. 
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PIPE  ORGAN,  DEDICATED  1881. 
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When  the  church  was  struck  by  lightning  on  the  8th  of  July,  1884, 
the  organ  was  wrecked  and  had  to  be  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $1,300.  It 
was  covered  by  insurance.  One  stop,  the  clarinet,  was  donated  by  the 
organ  firm  when  the  organ  was  repaired. 

The  pipe  organ  was  dedicated  Dec.  16,  1881,  when  a  fine  musical 
program  was  rendered.  C.  H.  Wood  of  Chicago  played,  assisted  by 
J.  F.  Ring  as  director  of  the  choir.  The  dedication  address  was  given 
by  Dr.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Reverends 
Erland  Carlsson  and  Prof.  O.  Olsson.  At  this  festival  $107  was  raised. 
The  Organ  Society  had  previously  gathered  $2,800.  The  cost  of  the 
organ  being  $2,700,  the  organ  society  donated  $100  toward  the  fund 
for  the  purchase  of  a  church  bell.  In  1893  when  the  question  of  mov- 
ing the  organ  forward  to  the  chancel  of  the  church  was  considered,  it 
was  unanimously  decided  by  young  and  old  "that  the  organ  shall  stand 
where  it  stands." 


Melodeon 

The  first  musical  instrument  used  at  the  services  of  the  congregation 
was  a  little  melodeon  which  was  played  by  Mrs.  O.  C.  T.  Andren. 
Among  the  rules  adopted  for  the  sexton  in  1858,  we  find  the  following, 
"that  he  shall  carry  the  melodeon  carefully  before  the  services  from  the 
parsonage  to  the  church  and  back  again  after  the  service."  In  1866  it 
was  decided  "that  the  musical  instrument  be  moved  to  the  rear  of  the 
church."    The  melodeon  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Andrew  Lind  who 
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donated  it  to  the  Augustana  College  :Museum,  where  it  will  no  doubt 
remain  free  from  further  decisions  of  church  meetings. 

Small  Pipe  Organ 

Such  an  instrument  was  purchased  by  the  organ  builder,  Mr.  C.  aI. 
Lindvall,  which  was  later  donated  to  the  congregation  in  Pullman,  111., 
in  1894. 

The  New  Pipe  Organ 

For  a  number  of  years  the  congregation  had  considered  the  advisa- 
bility of  installing  a  new  pipe  organ.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
church,  held  January,  191 7,  it  was  agreed  that  a  committee  be  selected 
by  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom,  whose  duty  should  be  to  prepare  plans  and 
procure  prices  and  make  recommendations  for  the  suggested  changes 
and  a  new  pipe  organ.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  committee  should 
consist  of  three  members  from  the  church  council,  three  members  from 
the  board  of  trustees  and  two  members-  from  each  church  society.  This 
committee  consisted  of  the  following:  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom,  chairman; 
Oscar  Brissman,  Chas.  Johnson,  Carl  Peterson,  deacons;  F.  F.  Free- 
man, Oscar  Eckerman,  Martin  Anderson,  trustees;  Geo.  W.  Johnson, 
S.  H.  Forsberg,  John  Godehn,  Alen's  Society;  Mrs.  Chas.  Goodman- 
son,  Mrs.  Gust  Carlson,  Alission  Society;  Airs.  Gust  Holm,  Mrs. 
Elmer  Olson,  Ladies'  Aid  Society;  Mrs.  John  Haglund,  Airs.  John 
Johnson,  East  End  Society;  Miss  Hanna  Xordgren,  Miss  Alice  Carl- 
son, Sorosis  Society;  Mrs.  Geo.  AV.  Johnson,  Airs.  F.  W.  Shallene, 
Airs.  Geo.  Landee,  \>ronica  Society;  Carl  Faust,  Oliver  Olson,  AVm. 
Axelson,  Young  People's  Society;  Aliss  Hannah  Wahlberg,  Aliss 
Hilma  Toline,  AViUing  Workers;  Aliss  AVilhelmina  AVistrand,  choir. 

This  committee  met  during  the  summer  of  191 7  and  organized  with 
Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom  chairman,  John  Godehn  vice  chairman;  O.  A. 
Eckerman  secretary,  Henry  Forsberg  treasurer. 

On  motion  made,  seconded  and  carried,  at  the  annual  meeting  Janu- 
ary 8th  191 8,  this  committee  was  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  pro- 
posed outline  of  expenditures,  provided  $8,000  could  be  subscribed  for 
an  organ  fund.  The  committee  immediately  set  to  work  and  within  a 
few  months  procured  pledges  amounting  to  approximately  $8,000.  The 
work  of  rem.odeling  and  the  purchasing  of  the  new  organ  was  then  be- 
gun. A  contract  for  the  new  organ  was  signed  Alay  lOth,  19 18.  It 
was  dedicated  by  Professor  F.  J.  Frysinger  of  Augustana  College,  Sat- 
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urday  evening,  Sept.  7th,  191 8.  The  total  receipts  and  net  profit  to 
the  organ  fund  at  this  concert  was  $429.50.  The  new  altar  and  pulpit 
which  was  installed  simultaneously  with  the  organ  was  dedicated  by 
Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg,  Sunday,  Sept.  — ,  1918.  The  offering  given  at  this 
time  was  $201.46. 

The  cost  of  improvement  is  as  follows: 

New  Organ  by  the  Bennett  Organ  Co  16^.00 

New  Pulpit  by  W.  E.  Schmidt  &  Co   250.00 

New  Altar  by  W.  E.  Schmidt  &  Co   350-oo 

Organ  grills  by  Rock  Island  Wood  Works   400.00 

Carpenter  Work,  Electrical  Work,  Painting,    Heating,  New 

Carpets  and  Cleaning,  Altar  and  Pulpit  trimmings   2,853.85 

 $11,017.85 

The  new  organ  has  thirty-five  speaking  stops,  eighteen  couplers,  three 
manuals,  two  swell  boxes  and  a  crescendo  pedal. 

The  organ  is  located  in  two  organ  chambers  on  either  side  of  the 
chancel,  with  the  console  in  the  front  of  the  choir  loft  on  the  right  hand 
in  the  front  of  the  church. 


The  Church  Choir 

It  appears  that  the  first  attempts  at  training  the  young  people  for 
choir  singing  was  made  by  Mr.  Charles  O.  Deere,  a  member  of  the 
church  talented  in  music.  A  quartette  consisting  of  Miss  Alma  Lind 
(Swensson),  soprano.  Miss  Minnie  Kohler,  alto,  J.  P.  Neander,  tenor, 
and  Peter  Lind,  bass,  was  organized  in  1878.  This  quartette  sang  at 
the  Christmas  morning  service  in  1878  Vogler's  "Hosanna"  and  "Ara 
vare  Gud  i  hojden." 

In  the  fall  of  1879  Mr.  J.  F.  Ring  came  here  from  Chicago,  having 
accepted  the  position  of  vocal  teacher  at  Augustana  College.  After 
conferring  with  a  number  of  interested  persons  he  called  a  meeting  and 
organized  a  choir  in  October,  1879.  There  were  21  members  in  this 
choir.  It  made  its  first  appearance  on  Advent  Sunday  when  Vogler's 
"Hosianna"  and  "Ara  vare  Gud"  were  sung.  These  songs  were  used 
also  the  next  Christmas.  "Ett  barn  ar  oss  fodt  pa  denna  dag"  by  Man- 
kel  was  sung  at  the  forenoon  service.  "Kommen  att  det  nya  aret  mota 
med  jubel  och  med  sang"  was  sung  New  Year's  Day.  The  choir  made 
excellent  progress  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Ring.  It  formed  the 
nucleus  for  the  Oratorio  Society  at  Augustana  College  which,  with  the 
combined  choirs  from  Rock  Island,  Galesburg,  Orion,  Geneseo  and  some 
from  Chicago,  numbered  200.    This  combined  chorus  rendered  Han- 
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del's  Oratorio  "Messiah."  The  choir  of  the  First  Church  won  great 
laurels  at  the  Jubilee  in  Rock  Island  in  1881.  P.  A.  Edquist  was  di- 
rector of  the  choir  then. 

On  October  12,  1888,  the  church  choir  was  reorganized,  and  a  sing- 
ing class  directed  by  Wm.  Ljung  was  merged  with  it.  In  the  consti- 
tution adopted  the  following  paragraph  occurs:  "The  society  shall 
have  as  its  aim  to  arouse  and  maintain  interest  for  church  song  among 
the  young  people  of  the  First  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  of  Moline  and  to 
take  part  with  singing  for  the  enhancement  of  the  public  worship  and 
also  to  serve  at  festivals  and  other  important  occasions  in  the  church." 
The  following  have  directed  the  church  choir:  V.  J.  Tengvald,  Jos. 
Lindstrom,  J.  A.  Ekman,  J.  Moody,  A.  Soderman,  C.  M.  Carlstedt, 
Adolf  Hult,  A.  Norrbom,  Constantin  Svenson,  W.  Pearson,  Dr.  Gus- 
tav  Stolpe,  Dr.  O.  Olsson,  A.  S.  Hamilton,  Amanda  Hult,  Seth  Kim- 
ball, C.  L.  Krantz,  Mrs.  J.  Goodmanson,  Wilhelmina  Wistrand,  Prof. 
Arvid  Samuelson,  Amy  Granlund  and  Dr.  O.  H.  Bostrom,  the  present 
director. 

During  the  last  six  years  in  particular  a  special  effort  has  been  made 
to  increase  the  Choir  Library  with  the  best  choir  music  that  can  be 
obtained.  The  Music  Committee  of  the  church  has  made  careful  selec- 
tion of  this  music  and  arranged  it  fittingly  for  every  Sunday  and  other 
festive  occasions.  Money  for  this  purpose  has  been  secured  from  the 
income  of  the  Annual  Choir  Concert  and  from  oi¥erings  at  the  regular 
Festive  Song  Service  each  month.  Robes  for  the  choir  have  also  been 
secured  through  this  fund.  Already  the  Church  Choir  has  one  of  the 
best,  if  not  the  best,  music  libraries  in  the  Tri-cities.  Pastors  and  the 
congregation  have  been  and  are  grateful  to  the  Church  Choir  for  its 
helpful  and  inspiring  service. 

Church  Orchestra 

The  present  Church  Orchestra  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1922  by 
Mr.  Ernest  Herrstrum  who  also  has  been  its  director.  It  was  organ- 
ized, primarily,  to  add  to  the  entertainment  of  the  social  affairs  in  the 
church,  and  also  to  give  to  those  who  had  the  talent  for  playing  a 
musical  instrument  an  opportunity  for  added  practice  and  instruction 
under  Mr.  Herrstrum's  leadership,  and  at  the  same  time  stimulate  an 
interest  in  church  work.  The  orchestra  meets  for  practice  every  Friday 
evening  either  at  the  church  or  at  the  home  of  one  of  its  members.  They 
have  furnished  music  on  several  occasions  for  functions  sponsored  by 
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the  various  organizations  of  the  church.  The  support  of  the  orchestra 
has  been  maintained  by  receipts  from  one  entertainment  sponsored  by 
them,  and  donations  from  the  Men's  Club  and  Junior  Sorosis.  A  full 
set  of  drums  and  traps  is  owned  by  the  orchestra  as  well  as  a  large 
collection  of  music.  Great  credit  and  appreciation  is  due  Mr.  Herr- 
strum  for  his  patience  and  faithfulness  in  directing  the  orchestra.  He 
has  received  no  remuneration  for  his  services.  E.  A. 


Veterans  of  the  Three  Wars 


During  the  history  of  the  congregation  our  country  has  passed  through 
three  wars,  and  in  each  one  of  them  a  considerable  number  of  our  young 
men  have  enlisted  and  offered  their  services  to  our  country,  to  fight  for 
freedom  and  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

In  the  days  of  the  Civil  War,  our  men  went  forth  to  fight  for  the 
preservation  of  the  union  and  to  wipe  away  the  curse  of  slavery.  The 
names  of  the  Civil  War  Veterans  are  as  follows : 


Nils  Anderson 

Dr.  John  August  Anderson 

Sven  O.  Bergstrom 

John  Elmstedt 

Carl  Johan  Ersson 

Hans  Christian  Fredricksen 

Carl  Gustaf  Gustafson 

William  Johnson 

Gustaf  Johansson 

Dr.  Erik  Johnson 

Berndt  Larson 

Charles  Lindman 

Olof  Lind 

Nils  Lind 

Peter  E.  Lind 


Charles  Lindman 

Axel  Lindman 

Jorgen  Nielsen  Lundahl 

Carl  Abraham  Mellbin 

Per  Nilsson 

Lars  Peder  Nelsen 

Nils  Norlinder 

Nelius  Alexander  Peterson 

Jens  Lorens  Skipper 

John  Skipper 

Andrew  Skipper 

Charly  Skipper 

Andrew  Wickstrom 

Nils  Ostergren 


The  names  have  been  secured  through  Mr.  Peter  E.  Lind  and  from  nota- 
tions found  in  the  Church  Records. 


Spanish  American  War 

The  names  of  the  veterans  are :  G.  J.  Benson,  John  Sundine.  Theo- 
dore Bratt,  Fred  Berglund,  John  A.  Nelson  (enlisted  in  Galesburg). 

The  World  War 

The  great  World  War  which  began  August  ist,  19 14,  brought  the 
whole  world  in  agony  and  misery.  Our  country  entered  the  conflict  in 
April,  191 7,  and  the  youth  of  the  land  was  called  upon.  A  ready  re- 
sponse was  given.  In  this  great  conflict  many  of  our  boys  suffered,  and 
one  gave  his  life. 
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Roll  of  Honor. 


Carl  William  Laurence  Carlson 
Reuel  Ariel  Godehn 
Oscar  William  Bergren 
Fridolf  William  Hallgren 
Carl  Samuel  Swanson 
Gilbert  Ludwig  Hedin 
Walter  Arelinus  Carlson 
Elmer  Harry  Larson 
William  Emil  Axelson 
Rev.  John  Edgar  Chester,  chaplain 
Ernest  Rueben  Goranson 
Emil  Alfred  Swanson 
Carl  Chester  Andreen 
Carl  Albert  Nelson 
Louis  Larson 
Nels  Arthur  Hanson 
Lowell  Norman  Johnson 
Gunnar  Emanuel  Carlson 
Joseph   Nathanasl  Andreen 
Wendell  Arnold  Eckerman 
Segrud  Roland  Sundeen 
Edwin  Arthur  Johnson 
Robert  Levi  Leander  Claus 
Laurence  Irving  Anderson 


Leonard  Victor  Ahl 

Theodore  Leonard  Toline 

George  Carl  Gustaf  Berglund 

Alvin  Rueben  Winfield  Stromberg 

Raymond  Gustaf  Johnson 

John  Bernard  Johnson 

Oscar  Fredrick  Bohman,  Jr. 

Carl  Joshua  Toline 

Adolph  Ellstrom 

Edward  Robert  Peele 

Dr.  Karl  William  Wahlberg 

Joseph  Theodore  Alexander  Faust 

John  Rudolph  Nelson 

Harold  Mauritz  Engstrom 

Robert  Harrison  Lundahl 

Clarence  Alfred  Constantine  Berglund 

Eric  Rueben  Engstrom 

Willard   Nathanuel  Anderson 

Albert  Gustaf  Anderson 

Harry  Mauritz  Francis  Peterson 

Paul  Willard  Johnson 

Verne  Evald  Hallgren 

Harry  John  Johnson 

Wilbert  Engdahl  Shallene 


REV.  OSCAR  F.  BOHMAN 
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Men  for  the  Ministry 

A  number  of  the  pastors  of  the  Augustana  Synod  have  been  members 
of  our  congregation  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  and  particularly  dur- 
ing their  student  days  at  Augustana  College.  Rev.  K.  M.  Holmberg 
was  a  member  for  many  years  and  served  the  church  as  deacon  and  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  His  brother,  S.  P.  Holmberg,  was  also  a 
member  of  the  church. 

Two  pastors  are  born  and  raised  in  Moline  and  have  been  members 
of  the  church  from  childhood  until  their  ordination.  These  are:  Dr. 
Adolph  Hult,  ordained  1899  and  now  Professor  at  Augustana  Theo- 
logical Seminary;  he  resides  with  his  family  in  Moline  and  is  a  member 
of  the  church  again.  Rev.  Oscar  F.  Bohman  was  ordained  in  1923,  and 
is  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Akron,  Iowa. 


Missionaries 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  O.  Forsberg  have  gone  from  our  congregation  to 
the  Foreign  Mission  fiield.  They  were  commissioned  and  left  for 
China  in  1913. 
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Girls  from  our  church  who  have  married  pastors  withm 
the  Augustana  Synod 


Anderson,  Gertie    J.  A.  Benton  ,  Lockport,  111. 
Anderson.  Selma   -  G.  E.  Hemdahl  .  Andover,  111. 
Brown.  Althea  >  Paul  Andreen  .  Des  Moines.  la. 
Brissman.  Ruth     Carl  A.  Anderson  ,  Altona,  111. 
Bergblom.  Elizabeth  <  S.  A.  Sandahl  i 

6.  Berglund,  Emma    A.  H.  Randahl  . 

7.  Chester.  Agatha     C.  T.  Sodergren  .  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

8.  Carlson,  Anna  '  Mattson  . 

*9.    Carlson,  Anna  L.  >  J.  E.  CarlsonV 

10.  Carlson.  Johanna  E.    J.  Albert  Johnson'.  Hinckley.  Minn. 

11.  Cervin.  Anna    M.  Noyd  .  Texas. 

12.  Clementson,  Esther  1  S.  P.  Holmberg  .  Newberry.  Mich. 
*i2.    Ede.  Maria  1  Gustaf  Erickson  , 

*i3.    Ede.  Maria  (Gustaf  Erickson  . 

Fagerberg,  Charlotte     Nils  Sture  .  Ridgefield.  Wash. 
Freeman  Ellen     J.  E.  Chester  .  Marshalltown.  la. 
*i6.    Freeman.  Esther     Gottfrid  Olsons. 

Hagberg.  Esther  (Frank  E.  Peterson  .  Centerville.  Iowa. 
Hult,  Cecilia  '  S.  L.  Wilson  .  Jersey  City.  X.  J. 
Hammer,  Mildred    ( —  Johnson  . 
Hokinson,  Mollie  '0.  A.  Henry.  Cambridge.  Minn. 
21.    Johnson.  Elizabeth,   -  H.  P.  Quist  . 

Johnson.  Hannah    A.  P.  Fors  .  Chicago.  111. 
Johnson,  Louise     Frank  Swenson). 

Josephson.  Hilma     C.  A.  Hultkrans^.  St.  Paul.  Minn. 
Lind.  Alma     C.  A.  Swensson  ,  Lindsborg,  Kans. 

26.  Larson.  Anna    Wm.  P.  Anderson  .  Cicero.  111. 

27.  Larson.  Alma  '  F.  A.  Alford  .  Duquesne.  Pa. 
*28.    Larson.  Ellen    A.  M.  Leveau  . 

Lindgren.  Florence    'E.  C.  Bloomquist  .  Tacoma.  Wash. 
Lindstrom,  Ida  (Alfred  Nelson). 

Lundahl  Mathilda  (K.  M.  Holmberg),  Cologne.  Minn. 
'32.    Magnuson,  Sanna  (A.  G.  Setterdahl). 
Nelson,  Tillie  'J.  A.  Stamline  ^ 
Seaberg.  Olivia  '  N,  Gibson  . 

Seabers:.  Amalia  'J.  W.  Swanbeck  ,  Redtield,  S.  D. 
j6.    Thulin,  Edith  (Gottfrid  Olson  ,  Chicago.  111. 
*37.    Toline,  Ada  (Fors.  A.  F.  . 

38.  Toline.  Alma  (Otto  Anderson     Rock  Island.  111. 

39.  Toline,  Anna  (P.  Martinson).  Boston.  Mass. 

40.  Valentine,  Louise  (F.  A.  Bonander  . 

41.  Zetterman.  Sadie   ( Emil  F.  Bergren  .  Rock  Island,  111. 
(*Deceased ) . 
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Statistics 

The  four  pages  of  statistics  printed  in  this  volume  were  gathered 
from  the  printed  Minutes  of  the  Augustana  Synod.  These  begin  with 
i860.  From  1850  to  i860  there  were  no  statistics  published,  as  far 
as  we  could  ascertain.  In  1881  the  statistics  were  omitted  from  the 
Synod's  Minutes,  It  was  therefore  impossible  to  give  the  statistics  com- 
plete for  the  seventy-five  years  of  the  congregation's  history. 


The  First  Lutheran  Church,  Moline,  111., 
and  Daughter  Churches. 

From  1850  to  1870  the  First  Church  of  Moline  was  alone  to  care 
for  the  Lutheran  people  who  came  from  the  Scandinavian  countries  and 
who  located  on  the  territory  now  known  as  the  Quad-Cities  and  Port 
Byron.  Many  of  the  members  had  to  walk  great  distances  to  attend 
services.  The  pastors  also  held  services  as  often  as  possible  in  the  out- 
lying districts  of  the  congregation. 

The  daughter  churches  have  been  organized  as  follows : 

First  Lutheran,  Rock  Island,  1870. 

Port  Byron,  1875. 

Grace,  Davenport,  1883. 

Grace,  Rock  Island,  1888. 

Zion,  Rock  Island,  1891. 

Emanuel,  East  Moline,  1900. 

Salem,  Moline,  1908. 

Trinity,  Moline,  1912. 

Calvary,  Moline,  19 19. 
On  January  i,  1925,  the  total  communicant  membership  of  the  First 
Church,  Moline,  and  the  daughter  churches  was  3,021,  and  the  total 
baptized  membership  4,096. 


The  Diamond  Jubilee 


HE  Diamond  Jubilee  or  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  congregation  was  observed  with  festive 
programs  on  November  aqth  to  December  2nd.  It  was  an 
occasion  that  was  full  of  inspiration  from  beginning  to  end 


and  will  linger  long  in  the  memories  of  all  who  had  the  privilege  to 
attend.  The  presence  of  two  former  pastors  was  an  occasion  for  grati- 
tude and  joy.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  A.  Hemborg  came  from  Los  Angeles, 
California,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  F.  Bergstrom  with  three  daughters, 
Elaine,  Ruth  and  Elizabeth,  from  Chicago,  Illinois.  Mrs.  L.  A.  John- 
ston resides  in  Moline  with  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  F.  N.  Andren  of  Berwyn,  Illinois,  a  son  of 
the  first  local  pastor,  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andren,  attended  a  part  of  the 
celebration.  There  were  also  four  of  Rev.  H.  O.  Lindeblad's  children 
present,  namely,  Luther  of  Chicago,  Alvin  and  Alma  Lindeblad  and 
Mrs.  Esther  Bergstrom  of  La  Grange,  Illinois.  The  congregation  was 
glad  to  see  all  these  friends  and  to  bid  them  and  the  many  other  visitors 
a  hearty  welcome. 

Nature  was  garbed  in  a  blanket  of  snow,  but  the  temperature  re- 
mained moderate.  The  attendance  was  large  at  all  services  and  pro- 
grams, but  particularly  at  the  Confirmand  Reunion,  when  many  had  to 
stand.  The  class  of  1892  had  invited  their  instructor.  Rev.  E.  Glad,  of 
Kiron,  Iowa,  who  also  took  part  in  the  program.  At  the  Banquet  there 
were  580  persons  seated.  A  concert  by  the  Church  Choir  made  a  very 
fitting  close  and  climax  to  the  four  days  of  celebration  of  the  Seventy- 
fifth  Anniversary. 

"O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord:  let  us  make  a  joyful  noise  to  the 
rock  of  our  salvation."    Ps.  95.  i. 
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PROGRAM 

Sunday,  November  ZQ ,  1st  Sunday  in  Advent 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AT  9:30  A.  M. 

Address  P-  Bergstrom 

Address  C.  A.  Hemborg 

MORNING  SERVICE  WITH  HOLY  COMMUNION,  10:15  A.  M. 

( Swedish ) 

Processional— Hosianna  (Vogler)  Church  Choir 

Communion  Address,  Mt.  28.  20.  .  .Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom,  Chicago,  111. 

Liturgy  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom  and  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland 

Anthem — Hosianna  (Stenhammar)  Church  Choir 

Sermon   Dr.  Carl  A.  Heniborg,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Offertory— Meditation  (Klein)  Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

CONFIRMAND  REUNION,  2:30  P.M. 

Organ  Solo— Concert  Fantasia  (Clarke)  Prof.  G.  N.  Benson 

Singing  by  Confirmands,  led  by  Dr.  O.  H.  Bostrom. 

Scripture  Reading  and  Prayer,  Ps.  91  Rev.  E.  Glad,  Kiron,  Iowa 

Greetings  from  members  of  Rev.  O.  C.  T.  Andrens,  Dr.  G.  Peters'  and 

Rev.  J.  S.  Benzons  classes. 

Address— Rev.  A.  G.  Setterdahl's  Classes  Dr.  Gustav  Andreen 

Address— Rev.  H.  O.  Lindeblad's  Classes  Mr.  Martin  N.  Johnson 

Address — Dr.  C.  A.  Hemborg's  Classes— Judge  L.  E.  Telleen,  Cambridge 
Song — "Vill  du  mota  mig  vid  kalian"  

 Mrs.  E.  J\  Bergren  and  Dr.  Hemborg's  classes 

Address — Dr.  L.  A.  Johnston's  Classes  Mr.  Elmer  Benson 

Address— Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom's  Classes  Mr.  Carl  Faust 

Address — Rev.  C.  O.  Morland's  Classes  Mr.  Earl  Brissman 

Greetings  to  Class  of  1892  P^^^'-  E-  Glad 

Greetings  Dr.  Carl  A.  Hemborg 

Special  Address — "The  Power  of  the  Gospel,"  Rom.  i.  16  

 Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom 

Offertory — Intermezzo  (Callaerts)  Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

Doxology. 

Benediction  Pev.  C.  O.  Morland 

Social  hour  after  program. 
Refreshments  served  by  the  Swedish  Bible  Class. 
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PIONEER  MEMORIAL  SERVICE,  7:45  P.M. 
(The  Augustana  Synod  churches  of  the  Quad  Cities  unite  with  us 
in  this  service.) 

Organ  Solo — "Preludio"  from  Third  Sonata  (Guilmant)  

_    _  Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

Liturgy  Rev.  C.  M.  O lander  and  Rev.  Daniel  T.  Martin 

Anthem — Blest  be  the  departed  who  in  the  Lord  are  sleeping  (Spohr) 

 Church  Choir 

Sermon  Dr.  G.  A.  Brandelle,  President  of  the  Augustana  Synod 

Vocal  Solo— O  God,  have  mercy  (St.  Paul)— Mendelssohn  

 Mr.  Martin  J.  Anderson 

Offertory— Sanctus  (Gounod)  Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

Liturgy. 

Monday,  November  30,  6:30  p.  m. 
BANQUET 

At  the  Elks'  new  banquet  hall,  cor.  17th  St.  and  6th  Ave.,  Moline. 

Tickets  $1.25. 

Tuesday,  December  I ,  J -'45  P-  ^• 
SEVENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

Organ  Solo — Marche  Pontificale  (Lemmens)  .  .  .  .Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

Hymn. 

Scripture  Reading  and  Prayer  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom 

Anthem — Magnificat  and  Nunc  Dimittis  (Stainer)  Church  Choir 

Address  (Swedish)  Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg,  Dean  Aug.  Theol.  Seininary 

History  Rev.  C.  O.  Morland,  pastor 

Anthem — Psalm  84  (Wennerberg)  Pioneer  Choir  Singers 

Anniversary  Sermon.    Text:  Psalm  87.    Theme:  Zion  the  Object  of 

Divine  Love  and  Favor — Dr.  Peter  Peterson,  President  of  the  Illinois 

Conference. 

Vocal  Solo — I  will  extol  Thee  (From  Eli — Costa)  

 Miss  Esther  Mabnrose.    Accompanist,  Miss  Ruth  Carhnark 

Greetings: 

Rev.  G.  E.  Hemdahl,  pastor  of  Andover  Lutheran  church. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Youngdahl,  president  of  the  Rock  Island  District. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Walker,  president  of  the  Ministerial  Association. 
Anthem — Hallelujah  Chorus  from  "Messiah"  (Handel)  .  .Church  Chou 
Benediction  T>r.  Carl  A.  He?nborg 
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TV  ednesd  ay  .December  2 .  7.75  p.  in. 
GRA^D  CONXERT 

f Admission  S'^  cents) 

Orgax  Solo — Sonata  No.  2  l^Yon  )  Miss  Grace  Lindberg 

Andante  Rustico 
Allegro  Vigoroso 

IxvoCATIOX.  .  .  .Dr.  Jdolt  Hult,  professor  at  Augustana  Th.eol.  Seminary 
Cantata — ""Come.  Let  Us  Sing,"  95th  Psalm  ^]^Iendelssohn  )  


 Church  Choir 

Soloists— Tenor  ^Ir.  Daz'id  Xordstrom 

Sopranos  Mrs.  F.  L.  Firman  and  }Fiss  Fsther  Godehn 

Director  0.  H.  Bostrom 

Orgaxist  ^liss  Grace  Lindberg 

Bexedictiox  ^t--^'-  C.  0.  Morland 


DIAMOND  JUBILEE  BANQUET 

NOVEMBER  30,  1925 
6:30  p.  M. 

MENU 

FRL'IT  COCKTAIL 
CELERY 


PRIME  ROAST  BEEF 
MASHED   POTATOES  BROWX  GRAVY 

GREEX  BEAXS 


HEAD  LETTUCE.  THOL'SAXD  ISLAXD  DRESSIXG 
RYE  BREAD 
PARKER  HOUSE  ROLLS 


ICE  CREAM 

COFFEE 


CAKE 
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PROGRAM 

Toastmaster — Rev.  C.  O.  Morland 

Selections  from  New  Victor  Orthophonic  Phonograph,  furnished  by  the 
Tri-City  Piano  Company 

Songs — Augustana  Male  Quartette 


Invocation  Dr.  C.  E.  Lindberg 

Toasts  : 

"Characteristic  laymen  in  our  church  life  and  work".  .Dr.  Adolf  Hult 

"Vara  prastfruar"  Mr.  E.  L.  Nordgren 

"Minnen"  Dr.  Carl  A.  He/nborg 

"The  Ladies"  Rev.  A.  F.  Bergstrom 

Greetings  from  Daughter  Churches: 

First,  Rock  Island,  1870  Rev.  D.  T.  Martin 

Grace,  Davenport,  1883  Rev.  L.  E.  Jones 

Grace,  Rock  Island,  1888  Rev.  C.  M.  Olander 

Zion,  Rock  Island,  1891  Dr.  J.  Ekhohn 

Emanuel,  East  Moline,  1900  Rev.  J.  L.  Benson 

Salem,  Moline,  1908  Rev.  A.  C.  Youngdahl 

Port  Byron,  1875,  Trinity,  Moline,  1912  Rev.  W.  Tillberg 

Calvary,  Moline,  19 19  ^'  ^'  Bergren 

Toast — Looking  backward — going  forward  

 Dr.  Gustav  Andreen,  Pres.  Augustana  College 

Benediction  Dr.  Peter  Peterson 


Predikan 


i  Moline,  111.,  den  forsta  sondagen  i  Adventet  1925 
vid  forsamlingens  7S-arsjubileum, 

AV  DR  CARL  A.  HEMBORG 

"Jublets  och  friilsningens  ljud  hores  i  de  rdttfdrdigas 
hyddor;  de  jubla  over  sin  konung,  ty  Herren  dr  ndr  dem 
ddrinne.'' 

|ETTA  var  en  harlig  blick  for  profetians  ande,  da  den  ut- 
lovade  varldens  Fralsare  skulle  synligen  vandra  pa  var  jord. 
Nar  den  stora  adventstiden  och  jubelaret  inbryta,  skall 

 Jjubel  horas  i  de  rattfardigas  hyddor,  ty  Herren  ar  med  dem 

darinne. 

Det  ar  i  denna  port  vi  sta  i  dag  med  var  adventstid,  och  det  ar  i 
denna  forsamlings  hydda  som  vi  aro  samlade  att  med  forsamlingen 
sjunga  jubelarets  toner  vid  hennes  75-arsjubileum. 

Herren  oppne  vara  ogon  och  give  oss  av  nad  i  vart  hjarta  en  foto- 
grafi  av  var  Fralsare  sasom  konung,  aven  da  var  text  visar  oss  honom 
i  bans  lidandesskrud,  och  ma  var  tunga  lovsjunga  Lammet,  som  kopt 
oss  med  sitt  blod. 

Amne : 

HORNSTENEN  FOR  VAR  ALLRAHELIGASTE  TRO. 

Det  var  ett  underbart  och  ett  oandligt  stort  ogonblick  i  mansklighe- 
tens  historia,  da  Jesus  stod  infor  den  romerske  landshovdingen  med 
denna  bekannelse :  "Jag  ar  en  konung,  men  mitt  rike  ar  icke  av  denna 
varlden."  Dar  star  nu  evigheternas  Konung,  som  gatt  omkring  och 
hulpit  alia  elanda,  bunden,  anklagad,  foraktad,  domd  och  bortropad  av 
en  hel  varld  —  alia  makter,  synliga  och  osynliga,  hava  rusat  emot  ho- 
nom. Over  honom  star  i  sanning  detta  ordet  skrivet  i  all  sin  fullhet: 
"Gud  bar  icke  skonat  sin  ende  Son." 

I  Getsemane-dalens  djup  ar  bans  sjal  bedrovad  intill  doden,  och  ban 
kampar  i  blodsvett  infor  sin  Fader,  att  om  mojligt  kaiken  skulle  ga 
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ifran  honom,  —  men  intet  svar  att  skona.  Da  han  stod  misshandlad, 
slagen  och  bespottad  infor  judarnas  (bans  eget  folks)  rad,  bojdes  ingen 
rost  som  sade:  skona.  Nar  ban  var  i  Pilati  gisselrum,  tornekront  och 
gackad  sasom  varande  en  konung,  bordes  ingen  medlidsam  suckan  utga 
fran  nagot  bjarta  med  bon  om:  skona.  Da  ban  pa  Golgata  banger 
sex  timmar  under  allt  spe  ocb  badelse,  ropar  ingen  rost  dar  nedom 
korset:  skona.  Ocb  da  ban  sjalv  ropar:  "Min  Gud,  min  Gud,  varfor 
bar  du  overgivit  mig?"  sandes  intet  bastigt  ombiid  fran  bimmelen  som 
med  maktord  ropar:  skona. 

Har  ar  ban  inom  ramen  av  de  morkaste  djup;  alia  smadelsens,  lidan- 
dets  ocb  dodens  fallor  bava  kringslutit  bonom.  Himmelens  anglar 
bapnade  vid  asynen,  da  Lamm.et  icke  skonades,  solen  drog  sig  i  sorge- 
dok  i  tre  timmar  ocb  nekade  att  lysa  over  skapelsens  Herre,  jorden 
bavade,  ballebergen  ramnade,  gravar  oppnades,  forlaten  brast. 

Nar  profetian  i  Gamle  testamentet  tecknade  asynen  av  den  lidande 
Kristus,  utropade  profeten :  "Vem  tror  var  predikan,  ocb  for  vem  var- 
der  Herrens  arm  uppenbar!"  Sa  otrolig  skall  den  predikan  vara,  som 
ar  Guds  kraft  ocb  visdom  till  var  fralsning.  Evigbeten  skall  icke 
forma  att  mata  djupet  i  vilket  den  lidande  Kristus  steg  ned,  ocb  den 
fralsta  skaran  omkring  Lammets  tron  skall  aldrig  tystna  med  att  lova 
det  Lamm  som  dodat  var  ocb  lever  i  evigbet. 

Den  sista  infor  varlden  synliga  blicken  pa  denne  konung  ar:  Se, 
ban  banger  dod !    Se,  ban  blev  icke  skonad ! 

Ack,  min  konung,  sa  banger  du  dar  dod  for  mig!  Jag  bor  din  rost, 
som  sager:  Det  ar  fuUkomnat,  skulden  ar  galdad,  syndens  ocb  dodens 
lag  borttagen  for  var  ocb  en  som  i  tron  ser  pa  Jesus. 

En  blick  pa  den  korsfaste  livet  dig  ger, 
ja,  just  nu  ar  dar  liv  ock  for  dig; 
sa  se,  kara  sjal,  ocb  sa  bliver  du  fralst  — 
se  pa  bonom  som  offrade  sig! 

Se,  se,  se  ocb  lev ! 
En  blick  pa  den  korsfaste  livet  dig  ger, 
ja,  just  nu  ar  dar  liv  ock  for  dig. 

I.  Herrens  vittnesbord  om  riket.  "Mitt  rike."  O,  vilken  stormakt 
som  uttalas  over  den  lidandes  lappar,  da  ban  star  dar  i  allt  lugn  sasom 
av  alia  overgiven !  Tre  ganger  a  rad  namner  ban  ordet  om  riket :  Mitt 
rike  ar  icke  av  denna  varlden  —  om  mitt  rike  vore  av  denna  varlden 
—  men  mitt  rike  ar  icke  barifran. 
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Pilatus  anser  nog  att  ett  sadant  vittnesbord  av  den  infor  honom 
bundna  gestalten  ar  ironi  eller  rent  av  ett  fornarmande  mot  den  ro- 
merske  landshovdingen,  som  representerar  det  da  starkaste  romerska 
riket  med  sina  pa  alia  orter  forlagda  garnisoner  och  centurioner  —  ett 
rike  som  med  sina  glansande  vapen  visar  vad  det  formar.  Talet  om 
ett  sadant  fjarrbelaget  rike,  som  bar  en  sa  maktlos  konung  och  vars 
tjanare  ej  kampa  for  honom,  synes  for  Pilatus  vara  ett  ban  ocb  ett 
omkligt  skadespel.  Till  ocb  med  Paulus  sager,  att  da  ban  tillika  med 
Jesu  ovriga  larjungar  gatt  ut  i  varlden  for  att  predika  den  korsfaste 
konungen  ocb  bans  rike,  sa  bava  de  blivit  ballna  sasom  vidunder  ocb 
skadespel  for  manniskor  ocb  anglar.  Sa  alldeles  frammande  ar  man- 
niskors  visdom  for  Guds  kraft  ocb  visdom.  Rom  kampade  i  tre  bundra 
ar  mot  Kristi  rike  med  alia  upptankliga  vapen  ocb  pinoredskap.  Det 
gamla  Rom  foil,  ocb  dess  fall  var  stort,  men  Kristi  rike  —  ett  nadens 
rike  —  slog  ut  i  en  barlig  varblomstring,  vars  rosor,  blodbestankta, 
spritt  Kristi  vallukt  till  millioner  av  bjartekval  lidande  manniskor,  som 
blivit  uttagna  ifran  morkrets  valde  ocb  forsatta  i  den  alsklige  Sonens 
rike.  Da  det  rikets  murar  kringsluta  dig,  skall  det  tecknas  i  din  rese- 
bok  genom  denna  varlden:  ^'Dina  murar  skola  beta  fralsning  ocb  dina 
portar  lovsang." 

Det  ar  en  over  all  beskrivning  barlig  sak,  att  vi,  fattiga  i  anden,  fa 
ga  in  inom  de  murar  som  kallas  fralsning.  Varje  sten  i  naderikets 
murar  ar  tecknad  med  Lammets  dod  ocb  bestankt  med  ett  evigt  for- 
bundsblod.  Harinne  fa  vi  med  alia  skropligbeter  vila  under  en  evig 
nad.  Kallelsen  ocb  inbjudningen  att  trada  inom  naderikets  murar  ut- 
gar  annu  runt  omkring  pa  varldens  vida  fait:  Kommen,  ty  tid  ocb  nad 
foljas  at  —  tiden  ar  omskiftlig,  naden  ar  oforanderlig ;  tiden  ar  flyktig, 
naden  ar  bestandig ;  tiden  ar  lopande,  naden  ar  stillastaende ;  tiden 
foraldras,  naden  fornyas  —  aldrig  nagon  tid  utan  nad  ocb  aldrig  nagon 
nad  utan  tid.  Nar  en  sargad  ocb  sonderslagen  sjal,  tryckt  under  syn- 
ders  tyngd  ocb  samvetskval,  far  bora  tonerna  fran  fralsningens  murar, 
da  tycks  varje  sten  i  muren  ropa  nad,  ocb  sjalva  kyrkvalven  lyftas  av 
gladje,  da  man  jublar  over  sin  Konung. 

Portarna  skola  beta  lovsang,  da  jublets  ocb  fralsningens  ljud  bores 
i  de  rattfardigas  byddor,  ty  folket  som  darinne  bor  skall  bava  syndernas 
forlatelse.  Nar  de  gladjemurarna  omsluta  oss,  som  Jesus  kommit  att 
uppbygga  omkring  oss  i  tid  ocb  evigbet,  bava  vi  fatt  faste  uti  ocb  pa 
sanningen.  Ocb  liksom  murarna  aro  uppbyggda  av  den  levande  steneu, 
sa  skola  aven  de  som  leva  av  nad  ocb  syndernas  forlatelse  forvandlas 
till  levande  stenar  i  Guds  nya  stad  ocb  tempel. 
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II.  Nar  Pilatus  hade  hort  Jesu  starka  och  klara  vittnesbord  om 
riket  som  ej  ar  av  denna  viirlden,  sa  fragar,  eller  snarare  utropar  han : 
"Sa  ar  du  dock  en  konung"  ?  Da  avlagger  Jesus  i  sin  synligen  svaga 
personliga  narvaro  den  majestatiska  bekannelsen :  "Du  sdger  det,  jag 
dr  en  konung''  Detta  svar  giver  sitt  kraftiga  eko  genom  alia  himlar, 
over  alia  herradomen  och  valdigheter,  over  alia  jordens  riken,  over 
Adams  doende  mansklighet  —  ja,  det  giver  sitt  eko  emot  dodsrikets 
portar. 

Det  ar  ock  tankvart,  att  Paulus  hanvisar  den  unge  och  ofta  ned- 
slagne  Timoteus  att  fasta  for  sina  ogon  den  lidande  Konungen,  som 
"avlagt  infor  Pilatus  den  goda  bekannelsens  vittnesbord",  i  Tim.  6:  13. 
Sakerligen  reflekterar  sig,  pa  grund  av  apostelns  uppmaning,  den  alsk- 
liga  bilden  av  Jesus  i  tararna  som  falla  fran  Timotei  oga,  sa  att  han 
kunde  sedan  mera  frimodigt  bara  vittnesbord  om  Jesus.  Ett  seende  m 
i  Jesu  oga  giver  mod  i  arbetet,  gladje  i  kallelsen  att  verka  Herrens 
verk  och  talamod  i  bedrovelserna.  Detta  giver  at  den  unge  saval  som 
aldrige  predikanten  en  aldrig  utsinande  ambetsgladje. 

Tre  av  Jesu  larjungar  fingo  pa  Tabor  se  Jesus  forharligad.  Gripen 
av  raddhaga  hade  Petrus  dock  fornekat  Kristus,  da  han  stod  infor 
Pilatus,  men  nu,  da  bans  liv  nalkades  sitt  slut,  kunde  han  ater  med 
gladje  vittna  om  Jesus  sasom  Guds  alskade  Son,  da  han  pam.inde  sig 
Guds  eget  vittnesbord  fran  himmelen,  "da  de  voro  med  honom  pa  det 
heliga  berget",  2  Pet.  i:  14-18. 

I  synerna  pa  Patmos  ser  Johannes  Kristi  konungsliga  mantel,  dop- 
pad  i  blod,  och  pa  manteln  stod :  ''Guds  ord/'  Guds  ord  ar  den  him- 
melske  konungens  vapen  och  valsprak.  Ingenting  ar  sa  dyrbart  som 
Guds  ord  och  ingenting  sa  nodvandigt  for  oss  att  behalla  pa  resan 
genom  tidens  vaxlingar.  Det  ar  det  oforgangliga  sadet ;  allt  kott  ar 
sasom  gras,  och  all  varldens  harlighet  sasom  blomster  pa  graset  — 
graset  vissnar  och  blomstren  falla  av,  men  Herrens  ord  bliver  evinner- 
ligen.  Jag  till  och  med  tycker  mig  se  dr  Martin  Luther  stracka  upp 
armarna  pa  kyrkodorren  i  Wittenberg  och  uppspika  de  95  teserna  under 
hammarslagen :  "Guds  ord",  och  sjunga  sedan:  "Guds  ord  och  loite 
skall  besta.  .  ."  O,  om  var  troshand  fattade  mera  tag  i  Kristi  konungs- 
liga mantel,  som  ar  Guds  ord.  och  att  vart  hjartas  ogon  sago  djupare 
in  i  Jesu  oga! 

III.  Slutligen  betygar  Jesus  infor  Pilatus:  Ddrtill  dr  jag  f'odd  och 
ddrtill  har  jag  kommit  i  vdrlden,  att  jag  skall  vittna  om  sanningen. 

Pilatus  kande  sig  troligtvis  litet  sarad  av  tanken  pa  evigheten,  da 
Jesus  uttalar  ordet  sanning,  och  utropar:  "Vad  ar  sanning?"  Pilatus 
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flyr  for  det  ordet  och  lamnar  Jesus  utan  att  avbida  svar.  Denna  fraga 
iir  i  alia  fall  den  viktigaste  pa  jorden.  Ja,  vad  ar  sanning?  Jesus,  som 
star  dar  i  .sin  lidandesskrud,  med  vittnesbordet  om  riket  ej  av  denna 
varlden,  atf  ban  ar  en  konung ,  som  kommit  i  varlden  med  Herrens  ord 
—  det  ar  sanningen. 

Nar  manniskan  bar  losgjort  sig  fran  den  fran  himmelen  kommande 
sanningen  ocb  dess  konungs  rike,  da  bar  bon  kommit  in  pa  de.tomma  och 
morka  falten,  dar  manniskoanden  dor  av  tvinsot ;  man  blir  en  flygande 
agn  for  vinden.  Det  ar  fran  de  dystra  ocb  livlosa  djupen  som  dessa 
bubblor  uppstiga,  flyta  ocb  brista  med  vemodsropet:  Vad  ar  sanning? 
Det  ar  som  om  vi  kande  —  understundom  atminstone  —  en  kail  susning 
ga  igenom  varlden,  dar  man  baft  Herrens  ord  ocb  tappat  bort  det. 
Allt  skall  bliva  modernt  ocb  liberalt.  Fran  manga  pulpeter  predikas 
alia  slags  besynnerliga  foredrag,  pa  det  att  predikan  skall  vara  modern 
och  i  enlighet  med  var  tids  upplysta  tankesatt.  Har  ocb  dar  fran  sko- 
lors  katedrar  kastas  da  ocb  da  en  boll  mot  murarna  av  den  sanning 
varpa  Kristi  rike  ar  byggt. 

Det  ar  en  gammal  profetia,  som  genomlevat  flera  arbundraden,  som 
sager,  att  i  det  tjugonde  arbundradet  skall  den  kristna  tron  avskafEas. 
Men  var  himmelske  konung  ar  ocb  forblir  bornstenen.  Sa  lange  som 
forsamlingen  bygger  pa  den  grunden,  skall  bon  i  alia  tider,  vad  an  ma 
mota,  vara  en  tillflyktsort,  en  pelare  och  sanningens  grundval. 

IV.  Det  sista  ord  som  Jesus  uttalar  vid  rannsakningen  infor  Pilatus 
ar:  "Var  och  en  som  (ir  av  sanningen,  han  hor  min  rost/'  Det  ordet 
ar  sasom  en  stilla  aftonfrid,  da  solen  skrider  ned  bakom  synkretsen. 
Ingen  rost  bar  talat  eller  talar  ljuvligare  i  denna  oroliga  varld  an  Jesu 
rost;  den  talar  om  en  evig  nad,  som  racker  till  for  allt.  Den  gode 
Herden  bar  lockat  mangtusenden  i  denna  varldens  torra  oken  till  kal- 
lorna  och  saren ;  an  bava  de  bort  bans  rost  mitt  under  varldens  larm 
ocb  yra  och  skonast  sasom  en  stilla  aftonsusning  omkring  sjalen,  da  det 
trotta  ogat  inslumrat  i  den  sista  striden.  Sabbatstonerna  bava  givit 
sitt  eko  inom  fralsningens  murar. 

Lyft  upp  ditt  oga,  du  Guds  forsamling,  over  dina  murar  bar  och 
blicka  in  inom  det  eviga  arvets  omrade  ocb  lyssna  till  en  jubelton  av 
de  saligas  lovsang  inom  de  portar  klara,  dar  ingen  grater  mer.  Hor 
Jesu  forbon:  "Fader,  jag  vill,  att  dar  jag  ar,  skola  de  vara  med  mig, 
som  du  mig  givit  haver,  att  de  skola  se  den  barligbet,  som  du  mig  givit." 
Efter  den  dagen  langtar  bela  skapelsen,  som,  frigjord  fran  traldom, 
skall  dela  Guds  barns  harliga  fribet. 
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Alskade  forsamling.  Du  har  har  under  manga  ar  stravat  med  att 
bygga  dina  murar  for  att  inom  dem  vila  vid  Herrens  ord ;  du  har  fatt 
—  se,  nu  i  75  ar  —  halla  dina  portar  oppna  for  var  och  en  S9m  langtat 
efter  att  satta  sig  ned  och  bliva  styrkt  pa  vagen  mot  evigheten.  Du  har 
ock  sett  en  stor  skara  under  dessa  aren  lamna  din  hydda  och  orons  varld. 
Nog  skola  manga  tacka  Herren  pa  evighetens  stora  dag  for  det  ord 
som  de  hort  inom  dina  murar. 

Lonar  det  sig  da  att  bevara  Herrens  talamods  ord,  att  uppoffra,  bedja 
och  hava  manga  besvar  med  att  uppehalla  Guds  rike?  Ar  det  vart  att 
pa  resan  uppratta  minnesstenar  mellan  de  ar  som  flytt  och  de  som 
komma?  Ja,  det  styrker  var  tro,  glader  vart  hjarta,  och  minnesdagar 
aro  sasom  sma  ljus  utat  vagen. 

Till  sist  vill  jag  lagga  runt  omkring  pa  kronet  av  din  jubelmur  i 
dag  denna  lysande  diamantring  med  tio  adelstenar,  som  glimma  sa 
skont  i  Rom.  8 :  38,  39. 

"Jag  ar  viss  darpa,  att  varken  dod  eller  liv  eller  anglar  eller  herra- 
domen  eller  valdigheter,  eller  ting  som  nu  aro,  eller  ting  som  skola 
komma,  eller  hoghet  eller  djuphet  eller  nagot  annat  skapat  skall  kunna 
skilja  OSS  fran  Guds  karlek,  som  ar  i  Kristus  Jesus,  var  Herre." 

Honom  vare  ara  i  evigheters  evighet !  Amen. 
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